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on or across the said river Merrimack, or that shall be aiding or assist-
^fej™'"**^^

ing therein, any wears, hedges, tish-garths, stakes, kiddles or other in-

cumbrance whatsoever, to the stopping, obstructing or streightuing the

natural and usual course and passage of the fish up and down the same
river, that shall exceed, extend, be made or carried into the said river,

more than one-third part of the breadth of the river at such place,

from either side thereof, or that shall use and improve auj- such wears,

hedges, fish-garths, stakes, kiddles or other incumbrance as afores[o«]d,

for the taking of fish so ol)structed, shall for the first ofience forfeit and
pay the sum of fift}- pounds, and for every other offence, the sum of

one hundred pounds, upon due conviction thereof, before an}' court of

record within the same county ; the one half of such forfeiture to be

to and for the use of the poor of the town where the offence shall be

committed, and the other half to him or them that shall sue for the

same by action, bill, plaint or information.

[Sect. 2.] And every obstruction or incumbrance made and set up ah persons im-

contrary to the true intent of this act, shall be deemed a common mnoveuiiiaw-

nusance, and it shall and may be laAvful for any person or persons to fui obstiuctiona
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take down, remove and demolish the same ; and the grand jurors ol the tbe grand jury

respective count [^e][y]s adjoining to the said river, shall be, and hereby {^em!*^''^

are enjoined and required to enquii'c after the violat[o][e]rs of this act,

and make presentment of all the breaches thereof, to the courts of the

general sessions of the peace, for and within the respective countys.

[Sect. 3.] This act to continue in full force for the term of three Limitation.

years from and next after the publication thereof, and no longer.

i^Passed July 4
;
inMished July G.

CHAPTER 9,

AN ACT FOR ERECTING A NEW TOWN WITHIN THE COUNTY OF
PL [F] [I]MOUTH, BY THE NAME OF HALLIFAX.

\YnEKEAS the lands situate on the northerly part of the north pre- Preamble,

cinct in Plimpton, the northerly part of the east precinct in Middle-

borough, and the southerly part of the town of Pembrook[e], is com-

petently filled with inhabitants, who arc desirous to be set off' a distinct

and scp[a][e]rate town, and that they may be [be] vested with all the

powers and privile[d]ges of a town,

—

^e it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and

Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same,

[Sect. 1.] That all the lands lying on the northerly part of the
'^..J'.ft'^f^^^'J,,^

north precinct in Plimpton, the northerly part of the cast precinct in hmue of Halifax.

Middleborough, and the southerly part of the town of Pembrook[e], as

hereafter bounded and described, be and hereby is set oft" and con-

stituted a"sep[o]re]ratc township by the name of Ilallifax.

[Sect. 2.] The bounds of the said township to be as followeth ;
viz.,

f^"^^%°l^^l^^
beginning at a white-oak tree marked on four sides, standing on the

bank of 'ljridg[e] water Ixiver, being the northwest corner bounds of

a lot of hmd formerly belonging to Mr. Standish ; thence the bounds in

Middleborough, extending north, seventy-nine degrees east, seventy-

four rods, to a red oak, marked on four sides, which is the north-east cor-

ner of said Standish's laud ; thence south, sixteen degrees cast, about

oiie hundred and ten rods, to a maple standing near Standish's house
;

thence north, twenty-two degrees east, two hundred and fifty rods, to

a white oak marked on four sides ; thence north, ten degrees east, one
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hundred and sixty-one rods, to a white oak, formerl}^ marked, on the

southerly side of Bridgwater road ; thence north, twelve degr[ees] east,

one hundred and one rod, to a stake standing in Bridgwater line, on
the south side of Seatucket Brook, so called, it being a corner bounds

between the town of P[l]impton and Pembrook ; thence the bounds

in Pembrook, extending north, twenty degrees east, by a range ofmarked
trees in Bridg[e] water line, seven hundred and ninety-one rods, to a

small ash tree, formerly marked " G9, 70," standing in a narrow swamp,
being the north-west corner l)ound of the sixty-ninth lot[t] in the

Major's purchase ; thence south, sixty-seven degrees and an half east,

one hundred sixt3'-nine pole, to a white oak tree, marked " 69, 70," stand-

ing in the cedar swamp range ; thence south, about twent^'-three de-

grees east, thro[ugh] the cedar swamp, about five hundred and twelve

rods, to the mouth of Munponset Pond ; from thence east, half a degree

northerl}', about six hundred seventy-one rods, to a white oak tree

marked on four sides, standing by a corner of Jones's-River Pond, a

little to the northward of a run of water ; thence bounded by said

pond until [1] it meets with a line extending from a large split rock in

Turlcy Swamp, a little to the southward of the bridge, north, thirty

degrees east, unto the said pond ; thence extending in Plimpton, south,

thirty degrees west, about four hundred and fifty rods,, unto the afore-

said rock in Turky Swamp ; from thence south, sixty-three degrees

and an half west, three hundred ninety-four rod, to Adam's Rocks, so

called, standing on the west side of a highway that leads from Mr. John
Waterman's to Plimpton meeting-house ; thence south, fift3'-six degrees

west, five hundred and ten rods, to Middleborough town line, forty

rods south-eastward from Mr. Ebenezer Fuller's house ; thence in

said town line, south, thirty-three degrees and a quarter east, fifty

rod[s] ; from thence through Middleborough, extending south, fifty

degrees west, two hundred rod ; from thence north, fifty degrees and
a half west,^f^fty rod, to a small swamp-birch standing on the west

side of Raven Brook ; and thence still iiorth, fifty degrees and an half

west, three hundred eighty-three rods, to [the] [«] brook at the upper

corner of Ebenezer Cobb's land, and still on the same point or range,

about two hundred and ninety rods, to Bridgwater River, below the

mouth of Winnatuscet River ; and from thence by said Bridgwater

River, to the bounds first mentioned.

[Sect. 3.] And that the inhabitants of the said land before bounded
and described, be and hereby ai'e vested with the powers, priviledges

and immunities that the inhabitants of any of the towns within this

province are or ought by law to be vested with.-

Provided,

[Sect. 4.] The inhabitants of the said town of tiallifax, do within

the space of two 3'ears from the publication of this act, settle a learned,

orthodox minister, and provide for his honourable support among
them ; and likewise provide a schoolmaster to instruct their 3'outh in

reading and writing : onhj it is to be understood that the land of Doctor

Polycarpus Loring, adjo[/][y]ning to his dwelling-house, and the lands,

lying on the south-easterly side of the line, that the north precinct voted

to the petitioners the 3d [of] June, 1734, belonging to Mess[rs]. Eben-

ezer Standish, Zechariah Standish, Zechariah Soul, Jabez Newland,

Ignatius Loring, Samuel Bryant, Joseph P[h]enn[e]y, Nathaniel Bry-

ant, John Battles, and their "families, dwelluig within the bounds of the

said township, shall still be and remain to the aforesaid town of Plymp-

tou.

Provided.,

[Sect. 5.] Nothing in this act shall be construed or understood

to excuse any of the inhabitants of the towns of Pliaipton, Middle-
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borough and Pembrook, petitioners respectively, from paying their

proportionable parts to all former taxes, and also the province tax
that shall be laid on the said towns for the current year. [^Passed

July 4
;
publisJied July 6.

CHAPTER 10.

AJSr ACT FOR DIVIDING THE TOWN OF ENFIELD, AND ERECTING A NEW
TOWN THERE BY THE NAME OF SOMERS.

"Whereas the easterly precinct of the town of Enfield, within the Preamble,

county of Hampshire, is competently filled with inhabitants, who labour

under difficulties in many town affairs by reason of their remoteness
from the first or most elderlj^ precinct in said town of Enfield, and have
thereupon made their application to the said town of Enfield, and
having obtained their consent, and likewise addressed this court, that

they may be set off a distinct and seperate township, and be vested

with all the powers and privile[d]ges that other towns in this province

are vested with,

—

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governo[%t]r^ Coimcil

and Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same,

[Sect. 1.] That the said easterly precinct of Enfield, by the bound- a new town by

ary and line hereafter described; viz t., from the mouth of the brook somers!^°

called Coronation Brook, and so to run north and south through the Bounds thereof

said township of Enfield, and to extend to the east end of the said described.

township of Enfield, be and hereby are set off a distinct and sep[a] [ej-

rate township by the name of Somers.

[Sect. 2.] And that the inhabitants thereof be and hereby are

vested with all the powers, priviledges and immunities, that other towns
in this province are or ought by law to be vested with.

Provided,—
And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3,] That nothing in this act contained, shall be construed Proviso.

or intended to hinder, alter or prejudice the right and interest of all or

any person whatsoever in any of the common or undivided lands in the

said township of Enfield, but the same shall remain as heretofore.

Provided cdso,—
And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That the inhabitants of the said town of Somers, shall Proviso-

be liable and subject, notwithstanding their being set off and consti-

tuted a township as aforesaid, to pay their proportion of all province,

county and town rates for this year in the said town of Enfield ; and
shall be accordingly assessed thereto in the same manner as they would
have been, if this act had never been made ; anything hereinbefore

contained to the contrary notwithstanding. \_Passed July 4
;
published

July 6.


