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time, as any-
tliiiig becomes
due.

ing other find further damages sustained by the non-performance or

breach of such covenants, contracts and agreements, and to summon
him or them to shew cause why execution sh[or(?]d not be awarded

upon said judgment for other and further damages, as set forth in the

writ, and made out to the court ; upon which the said court shall pro-

ceed as aforesaid, and so toiies quoties, or as often as such damages
shall accr[w]e[w] and be sued for as aforesaid. [^Passed and published

July 3.

CHAPTEE 3.

AN ACT FOE, ALTERING THE PLACE OF HOLDING THE COURTS OF GEN-
ERAL SESSIONS OF THE PEACE AND INFERIOUR COURTS OF COMMON
PLEAS WITHIN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF YORK.

For the better accommodation and conveniency of the county of

York, and the business thereof,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governor^ Council and Rep-
resentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,
[Sect. 1.] That the court of general sessions of the peace, and

inferiour court of common pleas heretofore appointed to be held at

York, for the county of York, on the first Tuesday of October, annualh',

shall hereafter be held at Falmouth, in said count}^ on the said first

1704-5, chap. 6. Tucsday in October, annually, until [1] this court shall otherwise

appoint.

Provided,

[Sect. 2.] That all writs, suits, plaints, process, appeals, reviews,

recognizances, or other matters or things whatsoever, which now are,

or at any time before the said first Tuesday in October, shall be
depending in the law in said county of York, and triable or to be heard
at York on said first Tuesday in October, shall be tried, heard and
determined at Falmouth ; and shall not fail or be discontinued, but

have the same da}", and be valid and good to all intents and purposes
in the law.

[SEci. 3.] And all ofllcers and other persons are required to con-

form themselves hereto accordinglj^ \^Passed and published July 3.

Inferior court
and general ses

sions of tlie

peace to sit at

Falmouth, in

October.

Proviso.

CHAPTER 4.

AN ACT FOR EMPLOYING AND PROVIDING FOR THE POOR [OF] [IN]

THE TOWN OF BOSTON.

Preamble.

1092.3, chap. 28,

§7.
1609.1700, chap.
8.

1703-4, chap. 14.

1730-31, chap. 3.

Twelve over-
seers of the poor
to be chosen in
Boston, and
twelve wards to
be appointed.

Whereas the town of Boston is grown considerably populous, and
the idle and poor much increased among them, and the laws now [in]

force relating to them, not so suitable to the circumstances of the said

town, which are different from those of the other towns in the province
;

therefore,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governor, Council and Repre-
sentatives in Genercd Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

[Sect. 1.] That from henceforth, at the anniversary town meeting
in March, for the choice of town officers, the town of Boston are and
shall be hereby irapowered to chuse twelve overseers of the poor, who
shall be chosen for twelve several wards, respectively, into Avhich the
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said town is or shall be divided, each overseer to have the more especial

care of his particular ward, yet so as not to exclude the authority of

any other overseer, as there may be occasion ; which overseers shall

visit their respective wards whensoever they may judge there is occa-

sion, at least once in every month, and shall also, once in every month,
assemble together to consider and determine of the most proper meth-
ods for the discharge of their office.

And ichereas the poor of the said town maj', upon the decay of trade. Preamble,

become still more numerous, and want means to employ and set[t] them-
selves to work in any settled or constant manner, or by ill habits become
idle and slothful, and very burthensome to the town,

—

Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That in such case, or whenever the said town of Boston Town of Boston

shall, at a legal town meeting for that purpose dul}^ warned, judge it LnStTwork?
necessary or convenient to erect, provide or endow an house for the iiouse for the

*^ ^ poor.
reception and employment of the idle and poor of the said town, they,

the said town, are and hereby shall be authorized and impow[e]red so

to do, which house shall be under the regulation of the overseers of the Overseers of the

poor, to be annually chosen as aforesaid, and erected, provided for, it?°'^
° ^'^^^ ^^^

continued or discontinued, as the said town shall find or judge their cir-

cumstances require ; and the said town are hereby authorized to make The house may

purchases and receive donations for endowing the said Avorkhouse, to '^ endowed,

the value of three thousand pounds per annum, and to sue and be sued

in all aff'airs of said house ; the several donations to be always applied

according to the will of the donors.

And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the overseers of the poor of the town of Boston, Overseers to

for the time being, shall have the inspection, ordering and government misters of"the

of the said house, with power of appointing a master or masters, and house.

one or more assistants, for the more immediate care and oversight of

the persons received into or employed in said house, which overseers, impoweredto

at their mont[/i]ly meetings, shall have power to make orders and by- {^"beapprOTe'a

laws for the better and more decent regulating the said house; which by the town,

orders shall be binding till the next town meeting, to which they shall

exhibit them, and when approved by the said town, at a legal meeting,

shall be obligatory, until revoked by the said towai.

And he it enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 4.] That each one of the overseers aforesaid shall have Overseers to

power to send any idle and indigent person or persons to the said house, indigeut\)er-

for entertainment and'emplo^'ment, for the space of twenty-four hours
; ^^jfi-^j^ouge

and any two of the said overseers shall have power to continue or send
to said house such person or persons, till discharged b}' the major part

of said overseers at a monthly meeting ; wliich person or persons tlie

master or masters and assistants are hereby required to receive and
employ accordingl}'.

And ichereas there are sometimes persons rated to Lhe publick taxes

who are, notwithstanding, unable or negligent to provide neccssa-

r[3'][/e]s for the sustenance and support of their children,

—

Be it enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That the overseers shall have the same power of bind- And to bind out

ing out into good families, the children of such as where the parents gucifastre\iot

are rated nothino- : provided, such persons are not rated for their per- I'fitcd for their

I , J r, ^'7 personal estate.
sonal estate or facult3\

And forasmuch as there is great negligence in sundry persons as to

the instructing and educating their children, to the great scandal of the

Chi'istian name, and of dangerous consequence to the rising genera-

tion,

—
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r
[Chap. 5.]

And also such
children as are
not taught to

read.

Be it further enacted^

[Sect. 6.] That where persons bring up their children in such gross

io-norance that they do not know, or are not able to distinguish, the

alphabet or twent3^-four letters, at the age of six years, in such case

the overseers of the poor are hereby impowered and directed to put or

bind out into good families, such children, for a decent and Christian

education, as when parents are indigent and rated nothing to the pub-

lick taxes, unless the children are judged uncapable, through some
inevitable infirmity.

And inasmuch as the division of the town of Boston into twelve

wards, and assignation of each ward to the more immediate care of a

particular overseer, will give the aforesaid overseers opportunity of a

more exact knowledge of the town, and all intruders into it,

—

Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 7.] That the aforesaid overseers of the poor in the town of

iiitrudcrsoutof Bostou, bc and they hereby are impowered to warn any and all iu-
the town. trudcrs, or others who are not inhabitants, to depart the town ; and in

case of refusal or neglect, to proceed in the same manner, and with as

full power as the selectmen of said town, b}^ law, may or can ; and the
constables are hereby required to observe and yield ready obedience to

the orders and directions of the overseers aforesaid, by virtue and in

consequence of this act. [_Passed and published July 3.

Overseers of the
poor to warn

CHAPTER 5.

AN ACT DIRECTING HOW MEETINGS OF PROPRIETORS IN WHARFES,
OR OTHER REAL ESTATE BESIDES LANDS, MAY BE CALLED.

Preamble.

1694-5, chap. 15,

§1-
1726-27, chap. 15.

A justice of the
peace to call a
meeting of pro-
prietors of
wharves, upon
application.

3 Gray, 173.

13 Allen, 543.

Whereas the laws of this province have impowered, not only the

proprietors of common lands, but of any other estate or interest, to sue

or be sued, but no direction being given how a meeting of such propri-

etors may be called ; and ivhereas by reason of the death or refusal of
any or the major part of the committee impowered to call meetings of

proprietors in wharfes or other. real estates, the said proprietors may be
under difficulties ; for remedjang the same,

—

'Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Rep-
resentatives in Genercd Court assembled, and ty the . authority of the

same, •

[Sect. 1.] That when and so often as five or more of the proprie-

tors in any wharfes, or other real estate or interest whatsoever, shall

judge a proprietors' meeting necessaiy, and shall make application to a

justice of the peace within the county where such real estate or interest

lies, such justice is hereb}' impowered to grant a warrant for such meet-
ing, directed to one of the proprietors asking the same, requiring him
to notif [7/][ie] the proprietors, of the meeting and the time and place

for the same ; which notification shall be in writing, posted up in some
publick place within the town where such estate lies, fourteen days
before the time appointed for such meeting ; and such and so many of
the proprietors as shall assemble and meet together, accordingly, shall

have power, by a major vote of the proprietors present, to chuse a clerk

to enter all votes and orders that shall, from time to time, be made at

such meetings, and shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of his office,

and agree upon any other method of calling meetings ; also to chuse a
committee for managing the affairs of the propriety ; and also to pass
all orders and rules for the further managing, improving and ordering


