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shall be obliged to take the oath again, and attend the directions of the

said act, before he shall receive any benefit thereby' ; which was and is

the true intent and meaning of said act, and is so tc be understood,

during the time the said act shall continue and be in force. [^Passed

December 27, 1735
;
published January 21, 1735-36.

CHAPTER 18.

AN ACT MORE EFFECTUALLY TO PREVENT THE COUNTERFEITING THE
BILLS OF CREDIT ON THIS PROVINCE.

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour^ Council and Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

That whosoever, after the publication of this act, shall presume to Making and

forge, counterfeit or utter any bill or bills (knowing the same, when counterfeit buis,

uttered, to be false and counterfeit) of the tenour, or in imitation, of any to be punjsiied

of the bills of credit on this province by law established, or that shall wlthouTbenefit

counsel, advise, procure or any waj's assist in the forging, counterfeiting, «f clergy,

imprinting, stamping or signing any false bills, or engrave any plate, or

make any other instrument to be used for the making any such false and
counterfeit bills, every person and persons so offending, being thereof

convicted, shall be adjudged to suffer the pains of death, without benefit

of clergy. \_Passed January 16
;
published January 21, 1735-36.

CHAPTER 19.

AN ACT TO IMPOWER THE COLLECTORS OF TAXES TO REQUIRE AID,

Whereas the collectors of the rates and taxes, ofttimes, labour under Preamble,

difficulty in collecting, from diverse persons, the sums assessed on them,
and sometimes are prevented ever collecting the same, for that the law
doth not impower the collectors to require and take aid to assist them
in distreiniug for the rates committed to them to collect, and apprehend-
ing persons who refuse to pay the same, which is to the publick damage

;

for remedy whereof,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

sanie,

[Sect. 1.] That if any of the collectors of the pro\'ince, county, Collectors of

town and precinct rates and taxes, when in the execution of their office, erertod^mand
shall be hindered and impeded in collecting the rates and taxes com- ''*^-

niitted to them, it shall be lawfull for such collectors, if need be, to
require some meet person or persons to aid and assist them therein

;

and that all persons, so required, that shall refuse their aid and assist- Penalty for re.

ance, and shall be convict thereof before one or more of his majesty's ^^'°^ *" ^ive

justices of the peace in the county where the offence is committed,
shall pay a fine, to be disposed of to the use of the poor of the town •

where the offence may arise, not exceeding forty shillings, at the discre-
tion of the justice or justices, according to the circumstances of the
offence : provided, that it appear to the said justice or justices that the
aid so demanded as aforesaid was necessar3^

[Sect. 2.] And if the person so convict will not pay his fine, the
justice or justices may, upon refusal thereof, order such person to the
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common goal of the county, there to remain a close prisoner for the

space of forty-eight hours, or order him to be set in the stocks for

the space of two hours. [Passed January 16
;
published January 21,

1735-36.

CHAPTER 20.

AN ACT TO PREVENT UNNECESSARY PETITIONS TO THE GREAT AND
GENERAL COURT.

Preamble.

Persons prefer-
ring causeless
petitions to the
general court,

to pay the re-

spondent's costs

and damages.

Limitation of
the time for
giving in peti-

tions.

Whereas persons are frequently put to great cost and charge in

making answers to causeless petitions preferred to the general court of

this province ; for remedy whereof,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That for the future, when any petition or complaint

exhibited to the general court shall be dismissed as vexatious or cause-

less, the respondent or adverse party shall be entituled to have and

receive, of the petitioner or complainant, all such reasonable costs and

damages as he or they have sustained in attending or making answer

to such petition or complaint.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2,] That no petition shall be received into the court, except

the same be preferred within the space of fourteen days from the first

sitting of said court, unless the cause upon which the petition is founded

arose within the sitting of said court.

[Sect. 3.] This act to continue and be in force for five years from

the publication thereof, and from thence to the end of the next session

of the general court, and no longer. \_Passed January 16
;
published

January 21, 1735-36.

CHAPTER 21.

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FISH CALLED ALE-
WIVES.

Preamble.

1T09-10, chap.
1?27, chap. 10.

1734-35, chap.

Sluices to be
left in mill-

dams, where
fish pass, on
penalty.

Notwithstanding the provision by law already made for removing
^" incumbrances obstructing the natural or usual course of fish, in their

8- season, in brooks or rivers, yet no sufficient remedy is provided where

such obstruction is occasioned by dams erected for mills, &c., which

is to the grievous damage of his majesty's good subjects in diverse

parts of this province, more especially where such clams have been

made across rivers through which alewives or other fish have been wont
to pass, in great plentj-, into ponds, there to cast their spawns ; where-

fore, to prevent the like inconvenience and damage for the future,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

[Sect. 1.] That no dam shall, hereafter, be erected across any river

or stream, thro' which alewives or other fish have been accustomed to

pass into ponds, in which there is not made and left a convenient

sluice or passage for such fish, on penalty that the owner or owners of

such dam shall, upon conviction of failure or neglect therein, before an}'

court proper to try the same, forfeit and pay the sum of fifty pounds
;


