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CHAPTER 11.

AN ACT FOR THE BETTER REGULATING PORTERS EMPLOYED WITHIN
THE TOWN OF BOSTON.

Preamble.
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Whereas the trade and business managed in the town of Boston

between the inhabitants thereof and others trafficking there, occasions

many persons to resort to and attend about the wharfs, docks and other

parts of the town, to conve}^ and carry goods, wares and merchandizes

from place to place, some of whom are not so well known as such an

employment requires, others of no good character, yet ofttimes have

goods of a considerable value put into their custody for conveyance as

aforesaid, and some, taking upon them the business of porters, im-

pose upon those making use of them, more especially strangers, by
exacting exorbitant wages for their labour, or refusing business, tho'

not before employed, if they cannot have their unreasonable demands
;

[?][w]herefore to avoid such inconveniencies for the future,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governor, Council and Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,
[Sect. 1.] That the selectmen of the town of Boston, for the time

being, shall have full power and authority to order what number,

and who, shall be employed and take upon them the business of carry-

ing goods, wares and merchandizes for pay or wages, as common por-

ters within the said town ; and what rate or price such persons shall ask,

receive and take for their labour, service and attendance, according to

tho distance of place or other circumstances, the selectmen shall order

and ascertain ; all which persons so admitted by the selectmen, shall, at

all times when in the service or doing the business of porters, wear a

badge or ticket [t] with the figure of a pine tree marked thereon, on
some part of his upper garment, or girdle ; which badge or ticket shall

be numbred, and a fair entry of each porter's ticket made in the select-

men's book, as also the wages they are to ask and receive, within ten

days aft'.r llie approbation of the selectmen as aforesaid.

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That whosoever shall presume to take up the business

and employ of a common porter, and convey or carry goods and merchan-

dize from place to place within the town of Boston, for hire or wages,

without being admitted by the selectmen as aforesaid, shall forfeit and

pay the sum of twenty shillings for every time he shall be convict there-

of before any one of liis majesty's justices of the peace within the county

of Suffolk, at Boston aforesaid ; the one half of which fine or forfeiture

shall be disposed of, to and for the use of the poor of the town of Boston,

the other half to him or them who shall inform and sue for the same.

And be it further enacted,

[Si:CT. 3.] That whosoever, being admitted as a porter as aforesaid,

shall ask, take and receive any more than what the selectmen shall allow

for any work or service, shall, for every such exaction, forfeit and paj'

the sum of ten shillings, to be recovered and disposed of as by this act

is already directed ; and if any person admitted and approved of, as afore-

said, as a common porter, shall officiate or concern himself in the busi-

ness of transporting goods or merchandize, not having his badge or

tiel:et, shall, for every such breach of this act, forfeit and pay the sum
of five shillings, to be recovered and disposed of as aforesaid.

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That the selectmen shall require and take bond of each

one of the porters admitted as aforesaid, with sufficient securit}^, in a



[2d Sess.] Province Laws.—1736-37. 831

sum not exceeding fifty pounds, for their orderl}^ and faithful acting in

the business, more especially their safe conveying and delivering such

goods as shall be committed to them ; and that upon complaint made —to be dis-

*to the selectmen, that any whom they ma}' have admitted as aforesaid, "^
^'^^^

do not behave and conduct themselves orderly, peaceably and quietly

towards their employers, it being made to appear, the party accused

being seasonably notified thereof, such person may be removed, and
other meet and orderly persons admitted in his room.

Provided,

[Sect. 5.] This act [to'] be in force and so continue for the space Term of the

of five years from the publication thereof, and no longer. [Passed ance.''""^''^"'

February 4
;
published February 6, 1736-37.

CHAPTER 12.

AN ACT FOR MAKING' MORE EFFECTUAL PROVISION FOR THE SERVICE
OF ORIGINAL SUMMONS UPON MEAN PROCESS.

"Whereas in and by an act made and pass[e]d in the thirteenth j^ear* Preamble,

of the reign of his majesty, King William the Third, it is provided,
l^^^'^'^^'^'

^^^^'

that original process ma^^ be by summons, capias or attachment, and noii, chap. 2,

some disputes have arisen with respect to the manner of serving such ^
^'

summons, which hath been attended with many inconveniencies ; for

remedy whereof,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Rep-
resentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

That the service of an original summons upon any person, either in Copy of an

his private capacity, or in the capacity of executor or administrator, or mon8'ieft'a™the

any other qualification whatsoever, shall be as good and valid in law, ^''^'g"''f°i'g ^
to all intents and purposes whatsoever, by an attested cop}' of such sufficient serv-

summons being left by the oflScer at the house or usual place of abode *°^"

of the defendant, at least fourteen days before the sitting of the court,

as if he had been served therewith in his own person : provided, that if Proviso,

the defendant against whom such suit is brought, be out of the prov-

ince at the time of such service, he shall have the same benefit as to a

continuance of the action, as is by law provided in suits where goods
[aad'] [or] other estate is attached. [Passed February 4 ;

published

February 6, 1736-37.

CHAPTER 13.

AN ACT FOR THE RELIEF OF POOR PRISONERS FOR DEBT.

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

[Sect, 1.] That when any person, during the continuance of this Procee^dings

act, shall stand committed for debt or damages, upon execution, and er'sdeslre ofT'
shall complain that he or she hath not estate sufficient to support him- release.

1732-33, chap.

* Neither of the acts referrcd to in the margin contains, verbatim, the above provision,
whitli is included in quotation points in fonncr editions. The act of 1701-2 (13 W. III.) is

not so explicit as the act of 1699-1700 (11 W. III.) ; but as the latter applies only to the
common pleas the former is probably the act intended.


