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It is hereby declared,

[Sect. 3.] That no yo[a]k[e] shall be accounted sufficient, which is

not the full depth of the swine's neck above the neck, and half so much
below the neck ; and the sole or bottom of the yo[a]k[e] three times

as long as the breadth or thickness of the swine's neck.

And for the rend [e] ring this act more effectual,

—

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 4.] That every town within the province, at their annual
meeting in March, to ch[oo][u]se town officers, shall ch[oo][u]se two
or more hogre[e]ves, but not the same person [s} more than once
in four j-ears ; and in case any town shall at any time hereafter neglect

to chuse hog[g]re[e]ves at such meeting, that in every such case the

selectmen of such town are impowered and required to appoint hog-

re[e]ves, until a suitable number do accept and are sworn, Avhose duty
it shall be, upon complaints to them or either of them made, to take

due care that this act be duly observed, and to prosecute the breakers

thereof, which hog[g]re[e]ves shall be sworn [e] to the faithful and
impartial discharge of their office ; and if any person so chosen or

appointed shall refuse or neglect forthwith to be sworn [e] as aforesaid,

or neglect his duty in said office, he shall forfeit and pay twenty shillings

to the use of the poor of such town ; and upon his refusal, another shall

be forthwith appointed in his room by the selectmen, to be under the like

penalty, and so till others will accept the said service ; which penalty

shallbe recovered by a prosecution before one of his majesty's justices

of [of] the peace in the county where such person dwells. And if,

upon neglect of any town to choose hogreves according as by this act

they are required, the selectmen of such town shall fail of appointing
hogreves, as they are by this act directed, they shall forfeit and pay the

sum of twenty pounds for such neglect ; the one half to his majest}'', for

and towards the support of the government, the other half to him that

shall prosecute for such neglect in any of his majesty's courts of record

wtihin this province ; and if it shall appear that aii}^ of the selectmen

were ready and willing to do their duty required by this act, the pen-

alty or forfeiture shall be laid on those only who shall be negligent of

their dut}^ b}' this act required.

Provided,

[Sect. 5.] That this act continue and be in force for the space of

ten years from the publication thereof, and to the end of the then next
sitting of the general court, and no longer. [^Passed February 4

;
picb-

lished February 6, 1736-37.

CHAPTER 23.

AN ACT IN FURTHER ADDITION TO THE ACT ENCOURAGING THE [THE]
KILLING OF WOLVES, MADE IN THE FIFTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF
KING WILLIAM AND QUEEN MARY.

1693, chap. 6.

Reward of £4
for liilling a
wolf;
—wolf's whelp,
20«.

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,
[Sect. 1 .] That the reward for any wolf or wol[/] [ve]'s whelp killed

since the sixth dixy of July last, or that shall be killed after the publi-

cation of this act, shall be as follows ; vizt., the sum of four pounds for

a wolf; and for a wolf[e]'s whelp (other than such as shall be taken
out of the belly of any bitch wolf), the sum of twenty shillings.
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Aud for preventing of fraud in any person that shall bring the head
of any wolf[e] or wolf[e]'s whelp to the constable of any town, killed

without the bounds of the province,

—

Be it enacted by the autJwrity aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That when and so often as any person shall bring the Oathtobemade

head of any grown wolf[e] or wolf[e]'s whelp to the constable of any a°woif.
'

^°

town or district within tliis province, and it be suspected that such

AVolf[e] or wolf[e]'s whelp was not killed within the same, such person
or persons shall not be intitled to the reward in this act provided, un-

til [1] he or the}" make oath, before one of his majesty's justices of the

peace, or selectmen of the town in such town where no justice of the

peace dwells, who are hereb}' imj^owered to administer the same, that

such wolf or whelp was, honajide, killed within this province.

And be it farther ena,cted by the aidhority aforesaid,

[Sect. 3.] That if any Indian or Indians shall kill any wolf or Indians entitled

wolf[e]'s whelp within this province, they shall be entituled to the 1:^0380^^^'^
'

same reward in this act provided for the Idling of wolves or wolf[e]'s

whelps, in case such Indian or Indians bring the head of such wolf or

wolf[e]'s whelp to a constable, and satisfy [e] the selectmen of the

town, where the wolf or wolf[e]'s whelp is brought, that they were
killed in this province.

And ichereas it hath been the practice, in some parts of the province,

to bring in the pate or scalp of a wolf[e] instead of the head, whereby
the constable and selectmen are liable to be imposed on ; for preventing
whereof,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 4.] That no constable or selectmen, for the future, shall take No pate or scalp

or receive any pate or scalp of any wolf[e], or give receipt of the same receip'^t^pasTed!"^

for payment thereof, on penalty of forfeiting the sum of four pounds ;
by a constable

one mo[/][y]ety thereof to his majesty for and towards the support of
this government, and the other mo[i][y]ety to him or them that shall

sue for the same.
Provided,

[Sect, o.] This act shall continue in force until[l] the end of the Limitation,

session of this court in Maj', one thousand seven hundred and forty-six,

and no longer. [_Passed February 4
;
published February 6, 1736-37.

CHAPTEE 24.

AN ACT FOB, ENCOURAGING THE KILLING OF WILDCATS.

Whereas there hath been of late, in several places within this prov- Preamble,

iuce, great misch[e]i[e]fs and damages done by certain beasts of prey i"28-29, chap. 9.

called wildcats, killing and devouring sheep, lambs and other useful and '
''^ ^^'

profitable creatures,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governor, Council and Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

[Sect. 1,] That whosoever hath, since the eighteenth da}' of Method to be

August last past, or shall, from and after the publication of this act, kming"of°wiid-
kill any wildcat within this province, and bring the head thereof unto ^^^^ts-

the constable of the town in which such wildcat shall be killed, or to
the constable of the town next adjacent to the place where such wildcat
was killed, if it be without the bounds of an}' township, the constable,
in the presence of one or more of the selectmen, shall cut both ears
from off the head of such wildcat, and burn them to ashos ; and such


