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Penalty for
passing from
infected places
without license.

Penalty for
passing to in-

feetcd places
without license,

Limitation.

the small-pox and other malignant distempers, which when once taken,

there ensues great danger of their spreading into the several parts of

the island ; for preventing whereof,

—

Be it enacted hy His ExceUency the Governour, Council and Rep-
resentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,
[vSect. 1.] That from and after the publication of this act, when

the small-pox, or other infectious, malignant distemper, is in more
famil[(e][y]s than one, in any town within said island, that in such

case no person or persons inhabiting within half a mile, or that have,

within forty-eight hours, been so near an}^ infected house, shall presume
to pass into any other town or place not infected, without leave or

license first had under the hands either of one of his majesty's justices

of the peace, residing in such infected town, or of two of the selectmen

of said town, under the penalty of twent}^ pounds for ever}^ such offence,

to be recovered by bill, plaint or Information, in any of his majesty's

courts of record proper to try the same.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That no person or persons dwelling in any town, on said

island, free from infection, shall presume to pass into an}^ infected house,

or Avithin half a mile thereof, Avithout license first had and obtained

from under the hands of one or more of his majestj^'s justices, dwell-

ing in the place from whence the^^ come, or two of the selectmen of

said town, under the penalty of twenty pounds for every such offence,

to be recovered in manner as aforesaid ; the fines arising by this act, to

be one moiety to and for the use of the poor of the town that is in dan-
ger of being infected, and the other half to him or them that shall inform
or sue for the same.

[Sect. 3.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of

three years from the publication thereof, and no longer. [_Passed and
published January 16, 1737-38.

CHAPTEE 23.

AN ACT FOR ENCOURAGING THE MAKING OF LINSEED OYL[E] IN THE
COUNTY OF HAMPSHIRE.

Preamble.

Timothy
Dwight and Is-

rael Williams,
Esqs., & John
Fitch to have
the Bolo privi-

lege of making
linseed oil in

the county of
Hampshire for
ten years.

Whereas, at great cost and charge, a linseed oyl[e] mill has been
erected and finished in the township of Hatfield, in the countj^ of Hamp-
shire, which Timothy Dwight of Northampton, esquire, Israel Williams,
esquire, and John Fitch, yeoman, both of Ilatdeld, and all in the said

county of Hampshire, intend to improve in making of linseed oyl[e]
which will be of great advantage to the publick,

—

Be it therefore enacted by His ExceUency the Governour, Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

[Sect. 1.] That the said Timothy Dwight, Israel Williams and
John Fitch, their heirs, executors, administrators and assigns, shall

have the sole use, priviledge and advantage of making linseed oyl[e]
within the said county, for and during the full term of ten j^ears from
and after the publishing this act, they keeping the same in use for the
accommodation of the inhabitants of the said county of Hampshire,
when and [so^ [as] often as desired ; and all other persons whomsoever
are hereby strictly prohibited from erecting any mill or mills for the
making of linseed oyl[e] within the said county of Hampshire, for and
during the said term of ten years, under the penalty of five hundi'ed
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pounds, to be recovered by the said Timothy Dwight, Israel Williams

and John Fitch, their heirs, executors, administrators or assigns, by bill,

plaint or information, in any of his majesty's courts of record, for every

such mill as shall be built and improved for making linseed oyl[e] con-

trary to this act.

Provided, nevertheless,

[Sect. 2.] That if the said Timothy Dwight, Israel Williams and Conditions of

John Fitch, their heirs, executors, administrators or assigns, shall dis- privUege^
^^*

continue the use of the said mill, and the court of general sessions of

the peace for the county of Hampshire, shall, upon complaint thereof

made, issue out a warrant (which they are hereby enjoined to do) di-

rected to the sheriff of the said county, requiring him to summon a

jury of good and lawful men within his precinct, and cause them to be

sworn before one of his majesty's justices of the peace within and for

the said county of Hampshire, to enquire into the truth of the matters

complained of ; and in case the said Timothy Dwight, Israel Williams

and John Fitch, their executors, administrators or assigns, shall be con-

vict of any unreasonable or unnecessary delay or discontinuance of the

use of the said mill, by the jury's return, upon oath, into the said court

of general sessions of the peace, then and from thenceforth this act to

cease, determine, be utterly void and of none effect, as if the same had
not been made. \_Passed January 16, 1737-38.

CHAPTER 24.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT, ENTITLED " AN ACT FOR DIRECTING
HOW RATES AND TAXES, TO BE GRANTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
AS ALSO COUNTY, TOWN AND PRECINCT RATES, SHALL BE ASSESSED
AND COLLECTED."

Whereas in and by an act made and pass'd by the great and general Preamble,

assembl}^, in the fourth year of his majesty's reign, it was provided, that '^^^^
'^^^'^- ^»

when and so often as the treasurer of the province shall send out his

warrant of distress against any defective constable, sheriff or under-

sheriff, the officer executing the same shall distrain and levy the lands

or tenements of said defective constable, sheriff or his deput^^ for their

or any of their defaults in not collecting, or not paying into the treas-

ury', any sum or sums of money which ought to be by them collected,

levied and paid in as aforesaid, and cause due apprizement to be made
of any houses or lands so levied, by the oath of two or three freehold-

ers in the same county (which oath any justice of the peace is hereby

impowered to administer), and after apprizem[eri]t to make sale of

such houses and lands, and give good and lawful[l] deed or deeds for

the same ; which apprizement and sale, not being sufficient to secure

the province, county or towns where such lands or tenements lye ; for

reraed}' whereof,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

That when and so often as any warrant of distress shall be sent Houses and

forth by the treasurer of the province, or treasurer of any county, tfve constables,'

town or precinct, to the sheriff or his deputy, or to the coroner, to levy ^^^^'^^^j^^" °^ ^^
the lands or tenements of any defective constable, sheriff or deputy, in sold,

such case it shall be lawfnl[li for the officer executing such warrant of

distress, upon apprizement made as aforesaiil, to make sale of such

houses and lands to the highest bidder, and give good and lawful[l]
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