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CHAPTEE 8.

AN ACT FOR REGULATING THE HOSPITAL ON RAINSFORD'S ISLAND,
AND FURTHER PROVIDING IN CASE OF SICKNESS.

Whereas a good and convenient house hath lately been built, at the Preamble,

charge of the province, on the island called Rainsford's Island, for the
1^28.29, chap. 8.

reception of such persons as shall be visited with any contagious sick-

ness,

—

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governoiir, Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,
[Sect. 1.] That the commanding officer at Castle William (having Masters of vcs-

orders therefor from the captain-general or commander-in-ch[e]i[e]f),
fi^Jci of the°hos.

and the keeper of the lighthouse, shall notif}- and direct the masters of pit^l. at their

all vossel[l]s coming near them, wherein an infectious sickness is or
''°™'°^ "•

hath lately been, at their coming in, to come to anchor as near the

before-mention'[e]d house as maj^ be, that the sick persons, and ever}'-

thing else on board said ship that msLy -give infection, proper to [be]

put into the said house, may be removed into it with the greater ease

and safety.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That upon application made by said master or com- Rules to be ob-

mander, to two of his majesty's justices of the peace, and the select- ring*to infected

men of the town of Boston, the said iustices and selectmen are hereby persons and
goods*

impowered to permit such passengers, goods or lading as they shall

judge free from infection, to come on shoar, or be taken out and dis-

posed of as the owners shall s.ee meet ; and such passengers and goods
as shall not be permitted as aforesaid, shall remain on board, or be put
into the said hospital.

[Sect. 3.] And if any master hr immediate commander of any Penalty fomot

such vessel[l], for the time being, shall come on sho[a]r[e], or sai!fruief.^
^

suffer anj^ of his people or passengers to come on sho[a]r[<?], or any
boats to come on board, or suffer anj^ goods to be taken out of his

vessel[l], unless permitted as aforesaid, or shall come up with his ves-

sel[l] until[l], bj' a certificate under the hands of two justices, and the

selectmen [as] aforesaid, it shall appear to the captain-general that the

said vessel [1], company and goods are clear of infection, and the orders

for stopping and detaining the same be removed and taken off, he
shall, for every such offence, forfeit the sum of fifty pounds ; and, in

case he be not able to pay that sum, he shall suffer six months' impris-

onment. And if any sailors or passengers, coming in said vessel [1],

shall, without the knowledge or consent of the master, presume to come
on sho[a]r[e], or up above the said castle ; or if any person, from town
or country, presume to go on board such vessel [1] or go to the afore-

said house or hospital, in time of infection there, without leave from
the authority aforesaid ; or if any person, put sick into the said house,

or sent there on suspicion of being infected, shall presume to go off the

island without leave as aforesaid, every person offending in any of the

above-mentioned particulars, sliall forfeit the sum of ten pounds. And
in case any person be not able to pay [^the'] said sum he shall suffer two
months' imprisonm[e?i]t. All the above-mentioned fines to be sued Fines how to be

for and recovered by the province treasurer for the time being ; one- disposed o^
third of the fines to be to his majesty for the use of this governm[e7i]t,

one-third to the informer, and one-third to the pro\ince treasurer for

the time being.
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 4.] That when and so often as any ship or other yessel[l],

wherein any infection or infectious sickness hath lately been, shall

come to any port or harbour within this proAiuce, or when and so often

as any person or persons belonging to, or that may, either b}* sea or

land, come into any town or place near the publick hospital within this

province, shall be visited, or who lately before may have been visited,

with any infectious sickness, the justices and selectmen of such place

be impowered immediately to order the said vessel [1] and sick persons

to the province hospital or house aforesaid, there to be taken care of

according to the direction of this act. And where an}- such ship, ves-

sel[l] or persons cannot, without any great inconvenience and damage,

be ordered to the aforesaid house or hospital, in every such case the

rules and directions are to be observed, which are already made in and
by the act pass'd in the thirteenth year of the reign of his late majest}',

King William the Third, intitled, '' An Act providing in case of sickness."

[Sect. 5.] And the selectmen of Boston are du-ected and im-

powered to provide nurses, assistance and other necessaries for the

comfort and rel[e]i[e]f of such sick persons sent to said hospital as

aforesaid; the charge thereof to be born [e] by the said persons them-

selves, if able ; or, if poor and indigent, then at the immediate charge

of the proAince.

[Sect. 6.] This act to continue in force until [1] the end of the ses-

sion of this court in May, anno, one thousand seven hundred and forty-

three, and no longer. \_Passed June 29
;
published June 30.

CHAPTER 9.

AX ACT TO ENABLE AXD OBLIGE THE SURYITIXG TRUSTEES OR COM-
MISSIONERS OF THE ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND POL^N'DS LOAN, TO
COMPLY WITH THEIR DUTY BY L-\W REQUIRED.

Preamble. Wh£keas in and by an act pass'd in the thh'd year of the reign of his
1716-17, chap. 18. -^^^^ majesty King George the First, entitled, '-An Act for the making

and emitting the sum of one hundred thousand pounds in bills of credit

on this province, in such manner as in the said act is expressed," com-

missioners were appointed in the principal counties within this prov-

ince, and provision was thereby made, that in case of the refusal or

removal by death, or otherwise, of any of the said commissioners, the

court of general sessions of the peace, in the respective counties, were

dii'ected and impowered to nominate and appoint a commissioner or

commissioners to supply such vacancy, and that three of such commis-
sioners for each county should be a quorum ; and whereas several of

the counties within this province are without a quorum of such com-
missioners, and those that survive cannot, without the aid of this court,

fulfil[l] their trust,—
Be it therefore enacted by His ExceUency the Governour, Council and

Bejjresentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same,

[Sect, 1.] That where it has already or may hereafter happen, in

either of the counties, there are, or at any time hereafter may be, but

two of such commissioners as aforesaid, surviving in an}' county, such

commissioners shall be and hereby are fully authorized, irapowei'ed and
directed to settle all accounts respecting that part of the said one hun-

dred thousand pounds, which the commissioners of such county have
received, yet remaining unsettled, and to pursue the directions of the

Two commis-
sioners, if no
more survive,
empowered to
act.


