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commissioner and receiver shall keep fair books of all entrys and dutys

arising by vertue of this act ; also a particular accompt of every vessel,

so that the dutj^s of impost and tunage arising on the said vessel

may appear ; and the same to ly open, at all seasonable times, to the

view and perusal of the treasurer and receiver-general of this province

(or any other person or persons whom this court shall appoint) , with

whom he shall accomjit for all collections and payments, and pay
all such moneys as shall be in his hands, as the treasurer or receiver-

general shall demand it. And the said commissioner or receiver and
his deputy or deputys, before their entring upon the execution of their

office, shall be sworn to deal truly and faithfully therein, and shall attend

in the said office from nine to twelve of the clock in the forenoon, and
from two to five a clock in the afternoon.

[Sect. 22.] And the said commissioner and receiver, for his labour,

care and expences in the said office, shall have and receive, out of the

province treasury, the sum of twenty-three pounds six shillings and
eightpence, in bills of the new tenour, per annum ; and his deputy or

deputys to be paid for their service such sum or sums as the said

commissioner and receiver, with the treasurer, shall agree, upon reason-

able terms, not exceeding ten pounds, in bills of the new tenor, each ;.

and the treasurer is hereby ordered, in passing and receiving the said

commissioner's accompts, accordingly to allow the payment of such sal-

ary or salarys, as aforesaid, to himself and his deputy or deputys.

And be -it further enacted,

[Sect. 23.] That whatever sums shall be received in silver and gold,

by virtue of this act as aforesaid, shall be and continue in the treasury

to and for the ends, uses and intents aforesaid, and for no other use
whatsoever.

Provided,

[Sect. 24.] That this act shall be and continue in force from the

twenty-sixth day of this instant June, until the thirty-lirst day of

December, which will be in year of our Lord one thousand seven
hundred and thirty-nine.

Provided, cdso,

[Sect. 25.] That the former impost-act shall not subsist after this

takes place: \^Passed June 24.

CHAPTER 13.

AN ACT FOE, APPORTIONING AND ASSESSING A TAX OF THIRTEEN
THOUSAND POUNDS, IN BILLS OF CREDIT OF THE NEW FORM AND
TENOR; AND ALSO FOR APPORTIONING AND ASSESSING A FURTHER
TAX OF NINE HUNDRED SEVENTY-FOUR POUNDS SIXTEEN SHILLINGS
AND SIXPENCE, IN BILLS OF SAID FORM AND TENOR, PAID THE REP-
RESENTATIVES FOR THEIR SERVICE AND ATTENDANCE IN GENERAL
COURT, AND TRAVEL, ^LVVO ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND
THIRTY-SEVEN; AND ALSO FOR APPORTIONING AND ASSESSING A
FURTHER TAX IN SAID BILLS OF THE NEW TENOR, OF ONE HUNDRED
POUNDS, AS A FINE, LAID ON THE SEVERAL TOWNS PARTICULARLY
IN THIS ACT MENTIONED, FOR NOT SENDING A REPRESENTATIVE.

Whereas the great and general court or assembly of the province

of the Massachusetts Bay in New England, at their sessions in the

years hereafter mentioned, did pass several grants of taxes on polls

and estates, as funds and security for the payment aad drawing in sev-

eral sums in bills of credit on this province ordered to be imprinted,
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repeated and issued out of the publick treasury for the service of the

government ; that is to say, at their session held in the mouth of May,
one thousand seven hundred and twenty-eight, the sum of sixteen thou-

sand pounds ;* at their session held, by adjournment, in October, one 1731-32, chap. 5.

thousand seven hundred and thirty-one, the sum of five thousand four

hundred pounds; at their session held, by adjcnu-nment, in Nov.ember, 1733.34, chap. 7,

one thousand seven hundred and thirty-three, the sum of four thousand ^
^^'

one hundred and twenty-five pounds ; at their session held, by adjourn-

ment, in Februarj-, one thousand seven hundred and thirty-three, the 1733-34, chap,

sum of one thousand three hundred and fifty pounds ; and at their ses- ^^' ^
^'

sion held in May, one thousand seven hundred and thirtj'-six, the sum 1736.37, chap. 1,

of three thousand pounds ; and, by the acts and resolves of the courts §^-

that made the aforesaid grants, it was ordered that the several sums
aforesaid, amounting in the whole to twent3--nine thousand eight hun-
dred and seventy-five pounds in bills of the old form and tenor, equal

to nine thousand nine hundred fifty-eight pounds six shillings and eight-

pence, in bills of the new tenor, shall be apportioned, assessed and levied

on polls, and estates both real and personal, within this province, ac-

cording to such rules, and in such proportion upon the several towns
and districts within the same, as shall be agreed on and ordered by this

court at their present session ; and whereas this court did likewise, at

their session in the month of May, one thousand seven hundred and 1737-38, chap. 15.

thirtj'-seven, emit the sum of six thousand pounds, in bills of a new
form and tenor, and likewise pass'd an act for levying, assessing and
apportioning the same, but did therein provide that this present assem-

bly might, notwithstanding, anew apportion the said sum on the several

towns of this province if they thought fit ; and have likewise ordered,

that the sum of nine hundred sevent3'-four pounds sixteen shillings and
sixpence, in bills of the now tenor, paid the representatives, should be
levied and assessed on the polls and estates of the inhabitants of the

several towns according to what their respective representatives have
received ; and have also, at their present session, laid the sum of three

hundred pounds, in bills of the old tenor and form, equal to one hun-

dred pounds in bills of the new tenor, as a fine on several towns for not

sending a representative ; tvJiercfore, for the ordering, directing and
effectual drawing in the sum of seven thousand pounds in bills of the

new tenor, which, with the sum of two thousand nine hundred fifty-

eight pounds six shillings and eightpence, to be drawn in b}' the excise,

together with the income of the bills let out, and the lighthouse, will

make the said sum of nine thousand nine hundred fifty-eight pounds
six shillings and eightpence, equal to twenty-nine thousand eight hun-

dred sevent3'-five pounds in bills of the old form and tenor, as afore-

mentioned, pursuant to the funds and grants aforesaid ; and also for

the effectual drawing in the sum of six thousand pounds, according to

the apportionment now agreed to by this court ; and also the sum of

nine hundred seventy-four pounds sixteen shillings and sixpence, paid

the representatives as aforesaid ; and the sum of one hundred pounds,

equal to three hundred pounds in bills of the old tenor, laid as a fine

on several towns for not sending a representative ; all which is unani-

mously approved, ratified and confirmed ; we, his majesty's most loyal

and dutiful subjects, the representatives in general court assembled,

pray that it may be enacted,

—

* Notes to 1728-29, resolve (o.)
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A7id be it accordingly enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council

and Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same,

[Sect. 1.] That each town and district within this province be as-

sessed and pa}^, as such town's and district's proportion of the aforesaid

sum of seven thousand pounds, equal to twentv-one thousand pounds
of the old tenor ; and also of the said sum of six thousand pounds anew
apportioned as aforesaid, amounting in the whole to thirteen thousand
pounds, the several sums following ; that is to say,

—
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^

Rules for as- [Sect. 2.] That the treasurer do forthwith send out his warrants,
eessingthetax.

^|jj.^,^.|^pf| ^(j ^]^q selectmen or assessors of each town or district within

this province, requiring them, respectively, to assess the sum hereby set

upon such town and district, in manner following ; that is to say, to

assess all rateable male polls above the age of sixteen years, at three

shillings and threepence per poll, and proportionably in assessing the

lines mentioned in this act, and the said additional sum received out of

the treasury for the payment of the representatives, except the govern-

our, lieutenant-governour and their families, the president, fellows and
students of Harvard College, settled ministers and grammar-school mas-
ters (who are hereb}'^ exempted as well from being taxed for their polls,

as for their estates being in their own hands and under their actual man-
agement and improvement) ; and other persons, if such there be, who,
thro' age, infirmity or extream poverty, in the judgment of the assessors,

are not capable to pay towards publick charges, they maj^ except their

polls, and so much of their estates as in their prudence they shall think

fit and judge meet.

[Sect. 3.] And the justices in the general sessions, in the respective

counties assembled, in granting a county tax or assessment, are hereby
ordered and directed to apportion the same on the several towns in such
county in proportion to their province rate, exclusive of what has been
paid out of the publick treasury to the representative of such town for

his service, and the fines set on the sundry towns as aforesaid ; and the

assessors of each town in the province are also directed, in making any
assessment, to govern themselves by the same rule ; and all estates,

both real and personal, lying within the limits of such town or district,

or next unto the same, not paying elsewhere, in whose hands, tenure,

occupation or possession soever the same is or shall be found, and
also the income or profits which any person or persons (except as be-

fore excepted) do or shall receive from any trade, faculty, business or

employment whatsoever, and all profits that shall or may arise by money
or other estate not particularly otherwise assessed, or commissions of

profit in their improvement, according to their understanding and cun-

ning, at one penny on the pound ; and to abate or multiply the same,
if need be, so as to make up the sum hereby set and ordered for such
town or district to pay ; and, in making their assessments, to estimate
houses and lands at six j-ears' income of the 3'early rents whereat the

same may be reasonably set or let for in the places where they lye

:

saving all contracts between landlord and tenant, and where no such con-

tract is, the landlord to reimburse one-halfof the tax set upon such houses
and lands ; and to estimate Indian, negro and molatto servants propor-
tionably as other personal estate, according to their sound judgment
and discretion ; as also to estimate ever}' ox of four j'ears old and up-
wards, at forty shillings ; every cow of three jears old and upwards, at

thirty shillings ; every horse and mare of three years old and upwards,
at forty shillings ; every swine of one year old and upwards, at eight

shillings ; every goat of one j'car old and upward, at three shillings ; and
sheep, at the age aforesaid, at three shillings : likewise requiring the as-

sessors to make a fair list of the said assessment, setting forth, in distinct

columns, against each particular person's name, how much he or she is

assessed at for polls, and how much for houses and lands, and how much
for personal estate and income by trade or faculty ; and the list or lists

so perfected and signed by them, or the major part of them, to commit
to the collector, constable or constables of such town or district, and
to return a certificate of the name or names of such collector, consta-
ble or constables, together with the smn total to each of them respec-
tively committed, unto himself, some time before the last day of Octo-
ber next.
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[Sect. 4.] And the treasurer for the time being, upon the receipt

of such certificate, is hereby impowered and ordered to issue out his

warrants to the collectors, constable or constables of such town or dis-

trict, requiring him or them, respectively, to collect the whole of each
respective sum assessed on each particular person, before the last day of
March next ; and of the inhabitants of the town of Boston, to collect

their proportion some time in the month of January next ; and to pay
in their collection, and issue their accompts of the whole, at or before the

last da}' of May next, which will be in the year of our Lord one thou-

sand seven hundred and thirty-nine.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^

[Sect. 5.] That the assessors of each town and district, respec- Notification to

tivel}', in convenient time before their making the assessment, shall asseslmeut.'^
^

give seasonable warning to the inhabitants, in a tow^n meeting, or by
posting up notifications in some place or places in such town or district,

or otherwise to notify the inhabitants to give in or bring to the assessors Persons to
t)rin<' in 'i list

true and perfect lists of their polls and rateable estates ; and if an}' per-
"

son or persons shall neglect or refuse so to do, or bring in a false list. Penalty in case

J T *. 1 ," of a talso list.

it shall be lawful to and lor the assessors to assess such person or per-

sons, according to their known ability in such town, in their sound judg-

ment and discretion, their due proportion to this tax, as near as they

can, agreeable to the rules herein given, under the penalty of twenty
shillings for each person that shall be convicted by legal proof, in the

judgment of the assessors, of bringing in a false list ; the said fines to

be for the use of the poor of such town or district where the delinquent

lives, to be levied by warrant from the assessors, directed to the col-

lector or constables, in manner as is directed for gathering town assess-

ments, and to be paid in to the town treasurer or selectmen for the use

aforesaid : saving to the party aggrieved at the judgment of the asses-

sors in seting forth such fine, liberty to appeal therefrom to the court

of general sessions of the peace within the county, for relief, as in case

of being overrated. And if any person or persons shall not bring in a
list of their estate as aforesaid to the assessors, he or they so neglect-

ing, shall not be admitted to make application to the court of sessions

for any abatement of the assessment laid on him.

[Sect. 6.] And if the party be not convicted of any falseness in

the list, by him presented, of polls, rateable estate, or income by any
trade or faculty, business or employment which he doth or shall exer-

cise, or in gain by money at interest or otherwise, or other estate not par-

ticularly assessed, such list shall be a rule for such person's proportion

to the tax, which the assessors may not exceed.

And forasmuch, as ofttimes sundry persons not belonging to this Preamble,

province, bring considerable trade and merchandize, and by reason that

the rate or tax of the town where they come to trade or traffick is

finished and delivered to the constable or collectors, and, before the

next year's assessment, are gone out of the province, and so pay noth-

ing towards the support of the government, tho' in the time of their

residing here they reaped considerable gain by trade, and had the pro-

tection of the government,

—

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 7.] That when any such person or persons shall come and re- Transient

side in any town of this province, and bring any merchandize, and trade rated!^^"
°

and deal therewith, the assessors of such town are hereby impowered
to rate and assess all such persons according to their circumstances,

pursuant to the rules and directions in this act provided, tho' the

former rate may have been finished, and the new one not perfected,

as aforesaid.
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And be it furtlier enacted by the authority aforesaid,

Taxes may be [Sect. 8.] That the inhabitants of this province shall have liberty,

or flax! &T^ if they see fit, to pay the several sums for which they may respectively

be assessed at, as their proportion of the aforesaid sum of thirteen thou-

sand pounds, in bills of publick credit of the new tenor, according to their

several denominations, or in bills of the old tenor, in proportion of

three to one, or in coined silver at six shillings and eightpence per

ounce, Troy weight, or in gold coin at the rate of four pounds eighteen

shillings per ounce, or in hemp or flax, the hemp to be received b}- the

treasurer at fourpence per pound, and flax at sixpence per pound
;

which hemp and flax, as soon as conveniently ma}', shall be disposed of b}^

the treasurer to the best advantage, for so much as it will fetch in bills

of credit of either tenor, or for silver and gold ; and if any loss shall

happen by the sale of the aforesaid species, or by any unforeseen acci-

dent, such deficienc}' shall be made good by a tax of the next year,

so as full}' and effectually to call in the aforesaid sum of thirteen thou-

sand pounds ; and if there be a surplusage, it shall remain a stock in

the treasury. And the constables or collectors are hereby enjoyned to

levy and collect all such sums committed to them, and to pay the same
into the town treasury. \_Passed June 28.


