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CHAPTER 23.

AN ACT FOR THE MORE EFFECTUAL OBLIGING OF EXECUTORS TO IN-
VENTORY THE ESTATE OF THEIR TESTATORS.

"Whereas, notwithstanding the provision by law heretofore made, Preamble,

executors many times refuse to inventory the estate of their testators, 1703.4, chap. i^.

to the great disadvantage and injury of the creditors and legatees of

the deceased,

—

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of the

same,

That every executor that hath or shall take that charge upon hira, and, Executors to

against the tenor of the law in that case provided, shall hereafter neg- fenldty?''
^^'

lect to give in a full and true inventory of the whole estate of the

deceased, so far as is then come to his hands or knowledge, being duly

served with a citation from the judge of probate to that purpose, shall

stand chargeable with all the debts and legacies of his testator, as his

own proper debts ; and, over and above the penalty already provided. Penalty of £ioo

shall forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds a month for every month's month's neg-

neglect thereof, to be recovered by any micertain or residuary legatee i^ct.

of the said testator, by action of debt, bil[/]
,
plaint or information in any

court of record, and to be equally divided between the said uncertain

and residuary legatees, excluding such executor from any part thereof.

\^Passed January 26
;
published January 27, 1738-39.

CHAPTER 24.

AN ACT IN FURTHER ADDITION TO AN ACT, INTITLED " AN ACT FOR
THE DUE REGULATION OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES," MADE IN THE
FOURTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF THEIR LATE MAJESTIES KING WIL-
LIAM AND QUEEN MARY.

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Repre-

sentatives in Geyiercd Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

[Sect. 1.] That each town within this province, shall, within six Towns to be

months next after the publication of this act, be further provided with ^fne melsurll

one wine-gallon and one wine-quart, to be kept and used only as stand- 1692.3, chap. so.

ards in such towns; and the selectmen of every such town, whose J^^^'^}^^P;^o_

standards of beams, weights and measures have not, within three years i70o-6Jchap. 6

last past, been tryed and proved by the province standards, shall, on or
gj^^'^^^r^/^f

before the first day of June next, send all the beams, weights and weights and

measures, which such town is, either by this or any former act, obliged SanTw?''^
to keep as standards, into the province treasury, and there have

their tryed, proved and sealed as the law directs, on penalty of for- Penalty,

feiting the sum of fifty pounds ; one moiety to his majesty towards the

support of the government within this province, and the other half to

him or them who shall inform and sue for the same. And every town
shall once in every five years have their standards tryed and proved by
the publick standards, on penalty of forfeiting the like sum of fifty

pounds for the uses aforementioned : the forfeitures and penalties afore-

mentioned to be recovered by action, bill, plaint or information, in any

of his majesty's courts of record within this province, or by present-
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