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And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 3.] That if the moderator of any such meeting shall coun- Fine for moder-

teuance and permit any person, not qualified as aforesaid, whose- quali- un°quaiifiorp«.
fication for voting has been called in question, to give his voice in an}' sons lo vote,

such meeting, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of five pounds ; and
whoever shall presume to put in more than one vote at a time shall
forfeit and pay the sum of five pounds: one mo[/][y]ety of the said
forfeitures to be for the use of the poor of the town where the offence

shall be committed, and the other mo[^][y]ety to him or them that
shall inform or sue for the same in any of his majesty's courts of record.

And ivhereaSy several towns in the province do not give in an exact Preamble,

accompt of their rateable estate, and so the assessors are obliged to

doom the inhabitants according to the best of their skill and judg[e]-
ment, whereby the qualification of voters in such places may be more
difficult to come at ; wherefore,

—

Be it enacted hy the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 4.] That where a full invoice and valuation of the rateable Voter's quaii.

estates in any town or district is not taken, and the assessors on oath fhe i^hawtants
do doom the inhabitants, those persons only shall be allowed to vote are doomed,

who are rated two third parts so much for their estates and faculties as

for one single poll in the last tax of such town or district respectively.

Provided, cdicays,

[Sect. 5.] That nothing in this act shall be interpreted to exclude
au}' persons from the privilege of voting in the choice of representa-

tives, who are duly qualified therefor according to the roj'al charter.

[Sect. 6.] This act to continue for the space of three years, and no Limitation.

longer. \_Passed January 26
;
published January 27, 1738-39.

CHAPTER 27.

AN ACT MORE EFFECTUALLY TO SECURE THE DUTY ON THE IMPORTA-
TION OF NEGROES.

Whereas the payment of the duty of four pounds per head, laid Preamble.

upon negroes imported into this province, is often evaded b}' bringing 1728-29, chap. 16.

them in a clandestine manner ; for remedy whereof,

—

Be it enaded by His Excdlency the Governour, Council and Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That henceforth the master of an}^ ship or vessel what- Masters of yes-

soever, that shall bring into this province any negro or negroes, shall
ifg't^of fegroes?

be obliged to give in, upon oath, a true account or list of the negroes he 1705.6, chap. 10.

has on board, or brought with him, on penalty of one hundred pounds i"28.29, chap. le.

for failure therein, or for giving a false list, besides the dutj* of four ^^^ *^'

pounds per head already provided for by law.

And ichereas, negroes are frequentl}' landed in the neighbouring

provinces or colonies, and brought thence into this province in order to

save the duty,

—

Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That whosoever shall purchase or bring into any town Penalty for

of this province, as aforesaid, any negro or negroes for which the duty groefbf lanT
has not been already paid within this province, shall be obliged, within and not enter.

fourteen days after the said negroes being so brought in, to make an
'°^

entry with the clerk of the town Avhere the said negro shall be brought,

and to pa}' the duty of four pounds per head to the said clerk, to be by
him transmitted to the commissioner of impost in Boston, on penalty
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Drawback for
uegroes that
die, &e.

Limitation.

of eight pounds, to be paid for each negro not entred as is hereby re-

quired, to be recovered by action, bill, plaint or information in any of

his majesty's courts of record, by the said town clerks respectively

;

one-half thereof to his majesty for the use of this province, one-fourth

to the town clerk, who shall sue for and recover the same, and one-

fourth to the poor of the town where the forfeiture is made : provided,

the prosecution be within twelve months after the bringing in of such

negro or negroes.

And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That from and after the publication of this act, the duty
paid for any negroes who shall die within the space of six months from
the time of their importation, shall be drawn back by the owner of such

negroes.

[Sect. 4.] This act to continue in force for the space of ten years,

and no longer. [^Passed January 26
;
published January 27, 1738-39.

CHAPTER 28.

AN ACT FOR ERECTING A TOWNSHIP, IN THE COUNTY OF YORK, BY THE
NAME OF BRUNSWICK.

Preamble.

A new town
constltutetl by
the name of
Brunswicli.

Bounds of said
town described.

"Whereas there is a competent number of inhabitants already set-

[^]led upon a tract of land lying within the county of York, hitherto

called and known by the name of Brunswick, containing the quantity

of about six miles square, and l.ying convenient for a township ; and
whereas, said inhabitants have humbly petitioned this court that, in

order to provide a suitable maintenance for the minister set[<]led among
them, they may be erected into a township and vested with the powers
and authorities belonging to the other towns ; therefore, for encourage-

ment of s[a^]d settlement,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governor, Council and Repre-

se7itatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

[Sect. 1.] That the said tract of land, described in a plat now re-

turned to this court, as follows : beginning at the mouth of a brook
or rivulet called Bungamunganock, running into Maquoit Bay, where
it touches upon North Yarmouth line, and from the mouth of said

brook to run upon a course north-north-west, half-westerly, five miles

into the wilderness, leaving, a wedge or strip of land between said line

and North Yarmouth ; and from thence, upon a course north-east four

miles, to the second falls of Amascoggin, cdias Androscoggin River

;

from thence, down said river by Fort George, and down Merrj'-Meeting

Bay so far as Stephens's carrying-place, including several small islets

l3'ing in said river above said carrying-place, and over said carrying-

place to the head of the creek or river that runs up to the other side

of the said carrying-place ; thence, down said creek or river to the

mouth thereof, including an island therein, and from the mouth of said

river to run by the Avater-side, south-westerly, to the south-west point

of a place called the new meadow.s ; thence, to strike across the cove,

upon a course north-north-west, till it meets and intersects the upper
end of Merr^'coneeg neck, four rods above the narrows of said neck,

commonly called the carrying-place ; thence, to run along the shore to

a neck of land called Mare Point, about a mile and a quarter down
said neck ; thence, to cross over said Mare Point and Maqnoit Bay,
upon a course north-west, till it comes to the place first abovemen-
tioned ; be, and henceforth shall be, a toAvnship, to be called Brunswick.


