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pounded, and to pay damage and costs occasioned by impounding tlie

same, then, and in every such case, any of the aforesaid proprietors

impounding such cattle, horse-kind, sheep or swine, shall cause the

same to be sold at publick vendue, for payment of the damage [6-]

sustained by reason of such cattle, horse-kind, sheep or swine feeding

upon the island or .beach aforesaid, as also to pa}^ the cost[s] and
charges arising about the same (publick notice of the time and place of

such sale in said town where the cattle are impounded, being given

forty-eight hours beforehand) , and the overplus, if any be, arising by
such sale, to be returned to the owner of such cattle, horse-kind, sheep

or swine, at any time within twelve ,months next after, upon his de-

manding the same ; but if no owner appear within the said twelve

months, then the said overplus shall be one half to the party impound-
ing, and the other half to the use of the poor of the said town : x^^'o-

vicled, that the penalt}^ for cattle, horse-kind, sheep and swine, im-

pounded as aforesaid, shall not be construed to extend to any such as

are truly belonging to any of the inhabitants' of said island, and fed in

their inclosures ; but that all such cattle^ horse-kind, sheep and swine
breaking their inclosures and found feeding at largeon said island, and
therefore impounded, shall be liable only for damages and cost[s] as in

other cases of cattle found damage feazant : anything in this act to the

contrary notwithstanding.

And be it further enacted by the autliority aforesaid,

[Sect. 3.] That every person or persons who shall, during the con-

tinuance of this act, be convicted of setting fire to any part of said

beach-grass, bushes or shrubs, growing thereon, shall forfeit the sum of

ten pounds, to be recovered by action in any court proper to try the

same, and applied in the way and manner aforesaid.

And tchereus, the small wood, shrul)s and bushes are of great service

to prevent the sands being blown on the said meadow,

—

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 4.] That whoever shall be convicted of cutting down any
bushes, shrubs or tree under the dimensions of six inches diameter,

growing on said beach or marsh, shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten

shillings for each brush, shrub or tree, to be recovered and applied in

the way and manner aforesaid.

[Sect. 5.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of five

years from the publication thereof, and no longer. [Passed December
28

;
published December 29.

CHAPTER 9.

AN ACT IN EXPLANATION OF SUNDRY ACTS, HERETOFORE MADE, RE-
FERRING TO THE ADMISSION OF TOAVN INHABITANTS.

Preamble. NoT-\viTHSTANDiNG the provision made by the act pass'd in the

§§Taiid
5.^^" ^^' twell'thand thirteenth years of King William the Third, entitled "An

1736-37, chap. 16. act directing the admission of town inhabitants," that no town shall be
obliged to be at charge for the support of any person residing there,

unless such person have continued in such town, without being w-arned

to depart thence, by the space of twelve moiuhs, or else have obtained
the approbation of the town, or the selectmen thereof, for his dwelling
there ;* yet, inasmuch as it is uot expressly declared in what way and

* In former impressions this recital of the provisions of 1700-1, chap. 23, is included in
marks of quotation ; ))ut a reference to that chapter will show that the substance, and not
the exact language, is hero given.
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manner such approbation shall be given, some doubt hath thereupon
arisen whether the selectmen or assessors in any town, their rating or

assessing any person residing there, to town charges, and the inhabit-

ants reaping the benefit of his rate, ought not, within the meaning of

the said act, to have the force of an approbation for such persons dwell-

ing there, so far as to subject such town to the charge of his support,

in case he stands in need ; by means whereof sundry disputes and
expensive lawsuits have arisen and may arise unless prevented by this

court,

—

Be it therefore declared and enacted by His Excellency the Governour,

Council and Representatives in General Court assembled^ and by the

authority of the same^

[Sect. 1.] That no town shall be obliged to be at charge for the when persons

. support of any person resident in such town that hath not continued Inh'abftantsT/

there so long as to become an inhabitant, unless he have obtained the any town,

approbation of the town, at a meeting of the inhabitants regularly

assembled, or the approbation of the selectmen, at their meeting, for

his dwelling there ; such approbation of the selectmen to be given in

writing, under their hands, or under the hands of the major part of

them ; and no act of the selectmen or assessors, in rating or assessing Their being

any such person unto any charges whatsoever, shall subject such town make'them "so.

to any expences for his support.

And tchereas, upon the first paragraph in the act made in the fourth Preamble,

and fifth 3-ears of his present majest^-'s reign, and likewise that made i'^3i-32, chap. 8,

in the tenth j-ear of the same reign, directing the admission of town 1736-37, chap. I6,

inhabitants, which relates to the charges which the inhabitants of any | Mass. 129.

town shall be liable to answer, who shall admit and entertain any per-

son (not being an inhabitant of such town) in his house, as tenant or

otherwise, for more than twenty days, and shall not in writing give

such account to one of the selectmen or town clerk of such town, as in

said act is prescribed ; a doubt hath arisen whether the words " all

charges " are to be construed to extend to the charges of supporting

the persons so received and entertained, which may arise after he shall

have continued in such town so long as to become an inhabitant,

—

Be it therefore declared and enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That the words " all charges" in the said paragraph do What charges

extend to and include the charge of supporting the person so received ^r entertlS^Tng

and entertained, after he shall have continued his residence in such persons,

town so long as to become an inhabitant ; and that such charges may
be recovered at any time after they have arisen, although the term
limited for the continuance of the said act or acts ma}-, at the time of

bringing the suit, be expired.

And it is hereby further declared and enacted by the aidhority afore-

said,

[Sect. 3.] That no forbearance of the selectmen to warn the person The forbear-

received and entertained as aforesaid, to depart the town, shall free the Beiectmen*to

inhabitant of such town by whom he was admitted and entertained, warn porsons
. -. , , 11 . 1 , .1 • 1 1 ^ 1 i- out of town,

from the charge aforesaid, who shall violate the said act b}^ neglecting not to excuse

to give account or notice in manner as is therein directed. And each I^Pj^^j^^^^'/-""'^®''-

person offending, in violation of said act, shall be liable to answer the 4 Mass. 125, 126.

whole of the charge incurred for the relief of the person by him admit-

ted and entertained as aforesaid ; and all such charges are and ought to

be understood and accounted to have arisen and accrued to the town by
reason onl}^ of such his misdeed and neglect ; any others in like manner
offending notwithstanding.

[Sect. 4.] And that the several acts aforesaid are and were intend-

ed as herein explained, and ought always so to be understood, and put

in execution. \_Passed January 5
;
published January 14, 1789-40.


