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Continuance.

actually attend, and make it evident to the court where the action shall

be connuenced, by their certifying on the sabpcena the number of miles

of their travel, and time that he or she has actually attended.

[Sect. 4.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of

five years from the publication thereof and no longer. [^Passed March
27

;
jmblished March 2t), 1739-40.

CHAPTEK 15.

AN ACT TO PREVENT ANY PERSONS OBSTRUCTING THE FISH IN THEIR
PASSING UP INTO MONATIQUOT RIVER, WITHIN THE TOWN OF BRAN-
TREE.

No seines or
drag-nets to be
used In.Mona-
tiquot river, on
penalty.

Preamble. "Whereas the fish which formerly pass'd up the river Monatiquot, in

great abundance, are now almost entirely diverted from said river, by
reason of ill-minded persons drawing seines and drag-nets at the mouth
of said river, to the great prejudice of the adjacent towns ; for preven-

tion whereof,

—

Be it enacted hy His Excellency the Governl^oiflr, Council and Rep-
resent[ati']ves in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the

same,
[Sect. 1.] That no person or persons whosoever from and after the

publication of this act, shall pi'csume to take, kill or hale asho[a]r[e]

any fish, with seines or drag-nets, in the said river Monatiquot, or in

any part of the river within the town of Weymouth, through which
the}- pass into the same, upon pain of forfeiting for each and every
olfence on due conviction thereof, the sum of thirty pounds, to be re-

covered by action, bill, plaint or information in any of his majesty's

courts of record proper to try the same ; the one half of the said for-

feitures to be to and for the use of the towns of Weymouth and Bra[i]n-

tree, in equal proportion, the other half to him or them who shall inform

and sue for the same.

Continuance. [Sect. 2.] This act to Continue and be in force from the publication

thereof, for the space of five j^ears, and from thence to the end of the

then next session of the general court, and no longer. \_Passed March
25

;
published March 29, 1740.

Notes.—There were four sessions of the General Court this year, but no acts were passed
at tlic second session. The third session was prorogued to March 12, 1739-40, but, as the
fourth session bc.:j;an March 11, there must have been a prorogation by proclamation, the
record of which has not been found.
The engrossments of all the acts of this year, except of chapters 9, 10 and 13, are pre-

served; and all were printed with the sessions-acts, except chapter 13, which, in this edi-
tion, is printed from tlic original bill in the Secretary's office. (Archives, vol. 67, page 537.)
The acts of the lirst session were filed with the clerk of the Privy Council, in waiting,

July 9, 1740 ; and the next day were referred, Ijy the Lords Justices, to the committee on
plantation atrairs, who, in turn, referred tliem to the Board of Trade, July 22, 1740. The
acts of the third session were liled with the clerk of the Council, Augtist 8, 1740, and re-
ferred, by the Lords Justices, directly to the Board of Trade, August 14, with a direction
to report to the committee on plantation alfairs. The date of the fetter from tiic Secretary
of the Board of Trade to Mr. Fane, is July 3, 1740,—evidently a mistake for some later
month, probably September, since the acts were not received by the Board until August
14. Mr. Fane's reports upon the acts of these two sessions, respectively, bear date No-
vember 14, 1740. In these reports he states, that he has "no objection" to any of the
acts, " in point of Law."
The Board of Trade reported to the committee on plantation affiiirs, Juno 8, 1743, that

chapters 2 and 13 "were for a temporary service, and have had their effect"; that chap-
tcr.s 1, 3, 4, 8, 0, 10, 11 and 12, "relating to the Oeconomy of tiie Province, are enacted for
their jtrivate convenience, and Wo seo no reason why His Majesty may not be graciously
pleased to confirm thcni"; and that chai»ters 5, 6 aiid 7 " relate to the settling and divid-
ing of townships," and thcreniion they comment as follows :

—

"Upon this occasion We must ncrpiaint your Lordships that this Practice of creating
new Townships & splitting and dividing the old ones, has encrcas'd so considerably, that


