
ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON the Twenty-eighth day of May, A.D. 1740.

CHAPTEK 1.

AN ACT FOR GRANTING THE SUM OF THREE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED
POUNDS FOR THE SUPPORT OF HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNOUR.

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Goveyytoiir, Council and Hejyre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

[Sect. 1.] That the sum of three thousand and six hundred pounds £3,6oo granted

in bills of publick credit on this province, of the old tenor, be and ° ^ '^ governor.

hereby is granted unto his most excellent majesty, to be paid out of
the publick treasury to his 'excellencj'^ Jonathan Belcher, Esq., captain-

general and governour-in-chief in and over his majesty's province of
the Massachusetts Ba^-, to enable him to go on in managing the pub-
lick affairs.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That the aforesaid sum of three thousand six hundred ^und.

pounds, shall be paid out of the sum of thirty thousand pounds in the

bill for the supply of the treasur}', now before this court, which sum is

therein appropriated for the payment of his excellency the governour,
the council, &c. ; or that an equivalent to the aforesaid sum of three

thousand six hundred pounds shall be paid out of the next general sup-

ply bill that shall hereafter be agreed on and pass'd by the great and
general com't. \_Passed June 23

;
published July 16.

CHAPTEK 2.

AN ACT FOR SUPPLYING THE TREASURY WITH THE SUM OF EIGHTY
THOUSAND POUNDS, IN BILLS OF CREDIT, FOR DISCHARGING THE
PUBLICK DEBTS, §ca.; AND FOR ESTABLISHING THE WAGES OF SUN-
DRY PERSONS, ^c^, IN THE SERVICE OF THE PROVINCE ; AND FOR •

THE DRAWING OF THE SAID BILLS INTO THE TREASURY AGAIN,

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

[Sect. 1.] That the wages of the captain of Castle William shall
^/^^a^gg^^^^^e

be after the rate of twelve pounds fourteen shillings per month, from garrison at

the twentieth of May, one thousand seven hundred and thirty-nine, to Castie WiiUam.

the twentieth of November, one thousand seven hundred and forty ; of
the lieutenant, for that term, seven pounds fourteen shillings per month

;
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of the chaplain, six pounds three shillings per month ; of the gunner,

four pounds twelve shillings and threepence per month ; of the gun-

ner's mate, four pounds per mouth ; of the serjeant, two pounds thir-

teen shillings and sixpence per month ; of six quarter-gunners, each

two pounds thirteen shillings and sixpence per month ; of three cor-

porals, each two pounds eight shillings per month ; of a drummer, two
pounds eight shillings per month ; of thirty centinels, each two pounds
per month : for their subsistence, seventeen shillings and sixpence per

week, each man.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^

Eichmond Fort. [Sect. 2.] That the wages of the captain of Richmond Fort, from
May the twentieth, one thousand seven hundred and thirty-nine, to the

twentieth of November, one thousand seven hundred and forty, shall

be at the rate of four pounds per month ; and of ten centinels, each

two pounds per month ; of one interpreter, six pounds per month ; of

one armourer, six pounds per month ; one truck-master, at the rate of

one hundred and twenty pounds per annum ; and for the chaplain there,

one hundred pounds per annum.
Ayid be it further enacted by the authority cforesaid,

Geor^e^s'iuver
[Sect. 3.] That the wages ofthe captain of the truck-house on George's

River, from May the twentieth, one thousand seven hundred and thirty-

nine, to the twentieth of November, one thousand seven hundred and
fort}', shall be at the rate of four pounds per month ; of one lieutenant,

two pounds thirteen shillings and sixpence per month ; of one serjeant,

two pounds thirteen shillings and sixpence per month ; of two corporals,

each two pounds eight shillings per month ; of thirteen centinels, each

two pounds per month ; of one armourer, six pounds per month ; of one
interpreter, six pounds per month ; of one truck-master, after the rate

of one hundred and twenty pounds per annum ; and to the chaplain

there, after the rate of one hundred pounds per annum ; also of three

centinels more, from May the twentieth, one thousand seven hundred
and thirty-nine, to the twenty-third of July, seventeen hundred and
thirty-nine, two pounds per month.
And be itfmiher enacted by the authority aforesaid^

Brunswick Fort. [Sect. 4.] That the wages of the commanding officer of the fort at

Brunswick, from May the twentieth, one thousand seven hundred and
thirty-nine, to the twentieth of November, one thousand seven hundred
and forty, shall be two pounds thirteen shillings and sixpence per month

;

of six centinels, each two pounds per month.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

aboTCNonh- [Sect. 5.] That the wages of the captain of the truck-house above
field. Northfield, from May the twentieth, one thousand seven hundred and

thirty-nine, to the twenlieth of November, one thousand seven hundred
and forty, shall be at the rate of four pounds per month ; of one lieu-

tenant, two pounds thirteen shillings and sixpence per mouth ; of one
serjeant, two pounds thirteen shillings and sixpence per month ; of

one corporal, two pounds eight shillings per month ; of sixteen centi-
"• nels, each two pounds per month ; of one interpreter, six pounds per

month ; the truck-master, at the rate of one hundred pounds \)er an-

num ; of the chaplain there, at the rate of one hundred pounds per an-

num ; and that there be allowed for the subsistence of each man, ten
shillings per week.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

SacomvcT^' [Sect. G.] That the wages of the captain of the truck-house at

Saco, from May the twentieth, one thousand seven hundred and thirty-

nine, to the twentieth of November, one thousand seven hundred and
fort}', shall be at the rate of four pounds per month ; of one lieutenant,

two pounds thirteen shillings and sixpence per month ; of one corporal,
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two pounds eight shillings per month ; of thirteen centinels, each two
pounds per month ; of one armourer, six pounds per month ; of one
interpreter, six pounds per month ; of the truck-master, at the rate of
one hundred and twenty pounds per annum.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 7.] That the wages of- the commanding officer of Frederick Frederick Fort.

Fort, from the twent3--third day of July, one thousand seven hundred
and thirt^'-nine, to the twentieth of November, one thousand seven
hundred and fort}-, shall be at the rate of two pounds thirteen shillings

and sixpence per month ; of six centinels, each two pounds per month.
And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 8.] That the wages of the captain of the sloop in the sioopinthe

countr[i]c[y']s service, from the twentieth of Maj-, one thousand seven ^?J^°t'"y'8 s^r-

hundred and thirty-nine, to the twentieth of November, one thousand
seven hundred and forty, shall be at the rate of six pounds per month

;

of the mate, four pounds per month ; of the sailors, at three pounds
per month each ; for the sloop, twenty pounds per month.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect 9.] That, before payment of any muster-roll be allowed. Oath to be

oath be made by the officer or person presenting such roll, that the mustenroir.

officers and soldiers borne on said roll have been in actual service for

the whole time they stand entred thereon.

And be it further enacted by the aidhority aforesaid,

[Sect. 10.] That there be forthwith imprinted, a certain number of
bills of credit on this province, of the old tenor and form, which in the

whole shall amount to the sum of eighty thousand pounds, and no
more ; which bills shall be signed b}' the committee heretofore appointed

by this court ; and the said committee are hereby directed and impow-
ered to take care and make effectual provision, so soon as may be,

to imprint the said bills, to the aforesaid sum of eighty thousand
pounds, and to sign and deliver the said sum to the treasurer, taking

*

his receipt for the same.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 11.] That the treasurer be and hereby is impowered and £so,oootobe

ordered to issue forth and emit the said sum of eighty thousand pounds,
'^'"'"'^ •

for the necessary support and defence of the government, and for the

protection and preservation of the inhabitants thereof, and for such

other services as are hereafter mentioned ; vizt., the sum of seventeen £i7,5oo appro,

thousand five hundred pounds, part of the sum of eighty thousand com'agingthe'

pounds aforesaid, shall be applied to and for the encouragement of expedition

such persons within this province as do or sliall enlist in his majesty's Spanish settle,

service, in the expedition against the king of Spain's set[^]Iements in »»ents.

the AVest Indies, and for providing ships, provisions and other neces-

sar3's for subsisting and transporting said persons or forces to the place

of general rendezvous, pursuant to such grants as are or shall be made
by this court for that purpose ; and the sum of seventeen thousand £i7,5oo for pur-

five hundred pounds, part of the aforesaid sum of eighty thousand stoTesfmd'i-o-^^

pounds, shall be applied for purchasing all needful [1] warlike stores; pairing forts,

also, the repairing the several forts and garrisons, and for the further

put[^]ing the province in a proper posture of defence, pursuant to

such grants as this court sliall hereafter make for that purpose ; the £i2,oo6 i6s. 6d.

sum of twelve thousand and six pounds sixteen shillings and sixpence, of gai-risons^&c!

part of the aforesaid sum of eight}- thousand pounds, to be a[)plied

to pa)'' the wages that now are, or that hereafter ma}^ be, due hy virtue

of the establishment of Castle William, Richmond Fort, George's Truck-
House, Saco Truck-House, Brunswick Fort, the block-house above
Northfield, Frederick Fort, and the sloop in the countr[e]y's service

and the treasurer's usual disbursements ; the sum of eighteen thousand £i8,ooo for the
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payment of
grants, &c.

£4,993 38. 6d.

for discharging
other debts.

£1,000 for con-
tingent charges.

£9,000 for the
payment of the
representatives.

Allowance to
the members of
the council and
representatives.

Fund for what
shall be paid to
the representa-
tives.

pounds, part of the aforesaid sum of eighty thousand pounds, shall be

applied for the payment of his excellency the governour, the council

and such other grants as are or shall be made by this court, and for

the payment of stipends, bountys and premiums established by law,

and for the payment of all other matters and things which this court

have or shall, either by law or orders, provide for the payment of out

of the publick treasury, and for no other purpose whatsoever ; and the

sum of four thousand nine hundred and ninetj^-three pounds three

shillings and sixpence, part of the said sum of eighty thousand pounds,

shall be applied for the discharge of other debts owing from this prov-

ince to persons who have served, or shall serve them, by order of this

court, in such matters and things where there is no establishment, nor

any certain sum assigned for such service ; and for paper, printing and
writing for this court, the expences of committees of council, or of the

house, or of both houses, entertainment of Indians, and presents made
them by this court, the surgeon for Castle William, and wooding of

said castle.

And ivhereas there are sometimes publick entertainments, and, from
time to time, contingent and unforeseen charges, that demand prompt
payment,

—

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 12.] That the sum of one thousand pounds, part of the

aforesaid sum of eighty thousand pounds, be applied to defr[a][e]y

and pay such entertainments and contingent charges, and for no other

use whatsoever.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 13.] That the sum of nine thousand pounds, the remaining
part of the aforesaid sum of eighty thousand pounds, shall be applied

for the payment of the representatives serving in the general court,

as well the last year as for this currant, until November next.

And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 14.] That, from the beginning of the session of this court,

in April, one thousand seven hundred and thirty-eight, unto the end
of the several sessions thereof, until November next, each member of

the council shall be entitled to fifteen shillings per die7n, in bills of

credit, ordered by this act into the treasurer's hands for that purpose,

to be paid out of the publick treasury by warrant, according to the

direction of the ro3'al charter, upon certificate given b}" the secretary,

of the number of days of such member's attendance, and travel to

and from the court, twenty miles to be accounted a day's travel ; and
that each member of the house of representatives serving the last 3'ear,

or this currant year, until November next, shall be paid by warrant, as

aforesaid, ten shillings per diem, in the like bills, as aforesaid, upon cer-

tificate given by the clerk of the house of representatives, of the num-
ber of days of such member's attendance, and travel to and from the

court, twenty miles to be accounted a day's travel.

And, as a fund and security for drawing in such sum or sums as shall

be paid out to the representatives of the several towns in manner as

aforesaid,

—

Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 15.] That there be and hereby is granted unto his most
excellent majesty, a tax of such sum or sums as shall be paid to

the several representatives as aforesaid, to be levied and assessed on
the polls and estates of the inhabitants of the several towns, according
to what their respective representatives shall so receive, which sums
shall be set on the said towns in the province tax for the year seventeen
hundred and forty-one ; and the assessors of the said towns shall make
their assessment for this tax, and apportion the same according to the
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rule that shall be prescribed by act of the general assembly for assess

ing the province tax for the year seventeen hundred and forty-one

;

and the constables in their respective districts shall pay in the same
when they pay the province tax for the year seventeen hundred and
forty-one, of which the treasurer is hereby directed to keep a distinct

and sep[a][e]rate accompt.
And be it enacted,

[Sect. 16.] That, if there be a surplusage in any snm appropriated. Surplusage to

such surplusage shall ly in the treasury for the further order of this ury." '
"^

^'^'^'^^'

court.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 17.] That each and every warrant for drawing money out Warrants to

of the treasury, shall direct the treasurer to take the same out of such appropriation,

sums as are respectively appropriated for the payment of such publick

debts as the draughts are made to discharge ; and the treasurer is

hereby directed and ordered to pay such money out of such appropria-

tions as directed to, and no other, upon pain of refunding all such sum
or sums as he shall otherwise pay ; and to keep exact and distinct

accompts of all payments made out of such appropriated sums ; and
that the secretary, to whom it belongs to keep the muster-rolls and
accompts of charge, shall lay before the house, when they shall direct,

all such muster-rolls and accompts, after payment thereof.

And as a further fund and security for drawing the remaining part

of the said sum of eighty thousand pounds into the treasury again,

—

Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 18.] That there be and hereby is granted unto his most Fund for draw-

excellent majesty, for the ends and uses aforesaid, a tax of sevent^'-one ^s^^^'^'^fi'^-

thousand pounds, to be levied on polls, and estates both real and per-

sonal, within this province, according to such rules, and in such propor-

tions on the several towns and districts within the same, as shall be
agreed upon and ordered by this court, at their session in May, one
thousand seven hundred and forty-one, and paid into the publick treas-

ury on or before the last day of December, then next after.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 19.] That the inhabitants of this province shall have liberty, if Bills and other

they see fit, to pay the several sums for which they respectively may, in theTax may^be^

pursuance of this act, be assessed, in bills of credit of the old tenor and p^^*^-

form, according to their several denominations ; or in bills of the new
tenor and form, one for three ; or in coined silver at twenty shillings

per ounce, Troy weight, and of stei'ling alloy ; or in coined gold, pro-

portionably ; or in hemp, to be received by the treasurer at twelvepence

per pound ; or in flax, at eighteenpence per pound ; or in good mer-
chantable refined bar[r] iron, at four pounds per hundred ; or good, iron

hollow ware, so called, at fifty pounds per tun ; or in good bloomery
bar iron, at three pounds per hundred ; or in sheep's wool, at three shil-

lings per pound ; or in good merchantable Indian corn, at six shillings

per bushel, rye, at eight shillings per bushel, or wheat, at ten shillings

per bushel, or barley, at six shillings per bushel ; or good merchantable

barrel pork, at eight pounds per barrel ; or good beef, at five pounds per
barrel ; or in good, merchantable winter, and Isle of Sable codfish, at

forty shillings per quintal ; or in good, sale duck, at ten pounds per bolt,

each bolt weighing forty-three pounds ; or in good, long whalebone, at

nine shillings per pound : all which commodities, as soon as con-

,

veniently may, shall be disposed of by the treasurer, to the best advan-
tage, for so much as they will fetch in bills of credit hereby emitted,

or for silver and gold ; which silver and gold shall be delivered to the

possessor of said bills, in exchange for them ; that is to sa}-, one ounce
of silver co[i] [3']n, and so, gold coin, in proportion for twenty shillings

;
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Value of the
bills Btated.

and, pro rata, for a greater or less sum : and if any loss shall happen

by the sale of the aforesaid species, or any [other] unforeseen accident

shall arise, such deficiency shall be made good by a tax of the next

year following, so as fully and eifectually to call in the sum of bills

emitted as aforesaid.

And he it farther enacted hy the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 20.] That twenty shillings, in bills hereby to be emitted,

shall be equal to six shillings and eightpence, in bills of the new tenor,

and to twenty shillings in bills of the old teno[u]r, already extant, and
to one ounce of silver coin, Troy weight and sterling alloy, and to gold

coin in proportion ; and shall be, in like manner, accepted in all private

payments, and shall effectuall}' discharge all private debts whatsoever

which may be discharged by bills of the old or new teno[u]r already

extant. [^Passed July 7
;
published July 16.

CHAPTER 3.

Preamble.

Time of this
act's continu-
ance.

Rates of excise.

Collectors to be
appointed.

AN ACT FOR GRANTING UNTO HIS MAJESTY AN EXCISE UPON WINES,
LIQUORS AND OTHER STRONG DRINK SOLD BY RETAIL, AND UPON
LEM[M]ONS AND LIMES.

We, his majest[?/][ie]'s most loyal and dutiful subjects, the repre-

sentatives of the province of the Massachusetts Bay, in general court

assembled, being desir[e]ous to lessen the present debt of the province

by drawing in a number of the bills of credit, in pursuance of several

grants of this court, in the years one thousand seven hundred and
twenty-eight, one thousand seven hundred and twenty-nine, one thou-

sand seven hundred and thirt3'-three, and one thousand seven hundred
and thirt^'-eight, have chearfully and unanimously granted, and do here-

by give and grant, unto his most excellent majesty, for the ends and uses

above-mentioned, and for no other uses, an excise upon all brand}', rum
and other spirits distilled, and upon all wines whatsoever, sold by retail,

and upon lem[7H]ons and limes taken in or used in making of punch or

other liquors mixed for sale, or otherwise consumed in taverns, or other

licensed houses, within this province ; to be raised, levied, collected and
paid by and upon every taverner, iunholder, common victualler and
retailer within each respective county, in manner following,

—

And he it accordingly enacted hy His Excellency the Governour, Coun-
cil and Representatives in General Court assembled.) and hy the authority

of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That, from and after the twenty-ninth day of June, one
thousand seven hundred and forty, for the space of two 3'ears, every

person licensed for retailing brandy, rum or other spirits, or wine, shall

pay the duties following ; vizt.,

—

For every gallon of brand}', rum and spirits distilled, twelvepence.
For every gallon of wine of every sort, twelvepence.

—A pipe of wine to be accounted one hundred gallons.

For every hundred of lem[7H]ons, eight shillings and fourpence.

For every hundred of limes, three shillings.

And so pi'oportionably for any other quantity or number.
And he it further enacted hy the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That there be one or more collectors in each county,
annually appointed by the general court, or by the court of general
sessions of the peace where it shall happen that such collectors refuse
to accept said office, or be removed by death, or for mismanage-
ment, to take charge of this duty of excise, who shall have power to


