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Houses not li-

censed.

Penalty on per-
sons refusing to
give evidence.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 14.] That when and so often as it shall be observed that

there is a resort of persons to houses suspected to sell strong drink with-

out licence, any justice of the peace shall have full power to convene
such persons before him, and examine them upon oath, touching the per-

son suspected of selling or retailing strong drink in such houses, and,
on just grounds of suspicion, such justice shall call to his assistance

two other justices, qualified as aforesaid, who shall proceed to hear and
adjudge said offence, agreeable to such rules and directions as arc in

this act before provided ; and if, upon such examination had, any per-

son shall be convicted of such offence, the whole of the penalty of six

pounds, in this act before provided for selling strong drink without
licence, shall be to and for the use of the poor of the town where such
offence shall be committed.
And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 15.] That, if any person or persons shall be summoned to

appear before the grand jury to give evidence relating to any person's

selling strong drink without licence, or to appear before the court of
general sessions of the peace or three justices, as aforesaid, to give

evidence on the tryal of any person informed against, presented or

indited for [the] selling strong drink without licence, and shall neg-

lect or refuse to appear or to give evidence in that behalf, every person
so offending shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds for the use of

the county where the offence shall be committed. \_Passed June 30
;

published July 16.

CHAPTEE 4.

AN ACT FOR LIMITATION OF ACTIONS, AND FOR AVOIDING SUITS IN
LAW, WHERE THE MATTER IS OF LONG STANDING.

Preamble.

Time limited
for bringing
actions.

Actions where
the cause arises
before the pub-
lication of this

Wi-XEREAS it is highly reasonable, and conduces much to the peace
and welfare of the subject, that a certain and reasonable time should lie

set for the prosecuting of actions,

—

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governor, Council and
Representatives in Genercd Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,
[Sect. 1.] That the several actions hereafter mentioned, which

shall be brought at any time after the end of this present session of
the general court, shall be commenced within the time and limitation

hereafter expressed ; that is to say, actions of trespass upon lands, or

quare clausum fregit, within five years next after the cause of such
actions or suits, and not afterwards ; all actions for arrearages of rent,

or grounded upon any lending or contract, without specialty, all actions

upon the quantum meruit, or for service, within the space of four years

next after the cause of such actions or suits, and not afterwards ; all

actions of trespass, of assault, menace, battery, wounding or imprison-

m[eH]t, all actions of malicious prosecution, within two years next after

the cause of such actions or suits, and not afterwards ; and all actions

of detinue, deceit, trover, trespass and replevin, for taking away goods
and chattels, within the term of three years, and not afterwards ; and
all actions of slander, or for words, within one year next after the

words spoken, and not afterwards.

Provided, hoivever,

[Sect. 2.] That ench and eveiy of the actions before mentioned,
the cause whereof hath arisen before the publication of this act, may
be commenced in the like term of time from the publication hereof, as
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herein before is set and limitted for bringing such action or actions, ^^ct, when to be

respective!}', from and after the cause thereof.
'^°^^ ^'

And be it further enacted bij the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 3.] That in all actions of the case for slanderous words, all Regulation of

actions of assault and battery, all actions for false imprisonment, and several kinds of

all actions for malicious prosecution, to be sued or prosecuted in any ^'^'i^'"*-

of the courts of record within this province, if the jur^-, upon the trial

of the issue in such action, do find or allow the damage under forty

shillings, the plaintiff or plaintiffs in such action [s] shall have and re-

cover only so much costs as the damage [s] so given amount unto, with-

out any further increase of the same.
Provided, ahca.ys,—
And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That this act shall not be understood to bar any infant, Proviso refer-

feme covert, person imprisoned, beyond the seas, or non compos mentis, ™s ^° i°f'»'"»'

from bringing either of the actions before mentioned within the term
before set and limited for bringing such action, reckoning ft'om the time
that such impediment shall be removed. {^Passed July 7 ;

published
July 16.

CHAPTER 5.

AN ACT FOR ALTERING THE TIME FOR THE S[7] [E]TTING OF THE COURT
OF GENERAL SESSIONS OF THE PEACB AND INFERIOUR COURT OF
COMMON PLEAS WITHIN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF DUKES COUNTY,
IN THE MONTH OF MARCH.

Whereas the time for holding the court of general sessions of the Preamble.

peace and inferiour court of common pleas for the county of Dukes ivi9-20, chap. 5.

Count}' on the last Tuesday of March, annually, is found, on divers ac-

counts, inconvenient, and more especially because the persons employed
in the whale fishery (being a considerable part of the inhabitants of said

county) are then usually on their voyages,

—

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same.

That the said inferiour court of common pleas and court of general Time for hold-

sessions of the peace appointed to be holden for the county of Dukes i5uke°8"county

County upon the last Tuesday of March, shall henceforth be holden altered.

and kc[e]pt upon the first Tuesday of March, annually, as formerly.
isg^^^Too, chap.

\_Passed June 30
;
published July 16.

CHAPTER 6.

AN ACT FURTHER TO EXEMPT PERSONS COMMONLY CALLED AN[N]A-
BAPTISTS, WITHIN THIS PROVINCE, FROM BEING TAXED FOR AND
TOWARDS THE SUPPORT OF MINISTERS.

Whereas some [of the] inhabitants of this province called An[n]a- preamble,

baptists refuse to pay any part or proportion of such rates or taxes as 1734.35, chap.

are, from time to time, assessed for the support of the ministry in the
several towns whereto they belong, alledging a scruple of conscience
for such their refusal,

—


