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CHAPTEK 10.

AN ACT FOR ENCOURAGING THE EXPEDITION AGAINST THE SPANISH
SETTLEMENTS IN THE WEST INDIES.

Whereas, his majesty, in his great concern for the injuries his good P^ean^We.

subjects have already received, especially in the West Indies, from the
Spaniards, and for securing his subjects, in their navigation and com-
merce, from such abusive treatment for the future, has been pleased to
ingage in an expedition against some of the King of Spain's settle-

ments in the aforesaid West Indies, and has directed the enlistment of
such of his good subjects, in this province, as would voluntarily enter
into his majesty's service in that undertaking ; and loh^reas, a consider-

able number of forces have enlisted, and divers of the soldiers, since

their enlistment, have been arrested for small debts, already, and there

may be danger that many more may hereafter be arrested, either for

real debts, tho' small, or by fraudulent and unjust suits ; for remedy
and prevention whereof,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,

[Sect. 1.] That no person whatsoever, who hath entred or shall
hhfden'n^fhe

enter in the aforesaid expedition as a voluntier in his majesty's service, eoidiera in the

shall be liable to be taken out of his majesty's service aforesaid, by any befngtake/ouT
process or execution (unless for some criminal matter) for any sum of the service by

under the value of thirty pounds in bills of credit of this province, of
'

the old tenor, nor for any greater sum, until oath shall be made by the

plaintiff or plaintiffs, before one or more judge or judges of the court

out of which the execution or process shall issue, or before two justices

of the peace, quorum unus, in the county where the plaintiff may hap-

pen to be, that to his or their knowledge, there is, bona fide, due from
such person as the process or execution is desired to issue against,

thirty pounds, of the currency aforesaid, at the least.

[Sect. 2.] And all soldiers, whose bodies have been arrested and
taken, since their enlistment in the service aforesaid, on mean process,

or who shall hereafter be arrested, and taken on mean process or exe-

cution, belonging to said service, for any sura less than thirty pounds,

as aforesaid, shall and may be set at liberty, by two justices of the

peace, quorum unus, in the county where the person or persons are

taken, upon application made by the party taken, or any his superiour

officer, proof being made of such person or persons' enlistment in the

service aforesaid.

Provided, always,

[Sect. 3.] That this act shall not extend, or be so understood, as

finally to discharge any soldier enlisted, as aforesaid, of or from his just

debt or debts ; but that from and after such soldier's being dismiss'd

from his majesty's service, in the present expedition, he shall be liable

to be prosecuted in the law, by his creditor or creditors, for any just

debt or debts which he had contracted before his entring upon the

service aforesaid. [^Passed and published September 6, 1740.


