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CHAPTER 14.

AN ACT TO RETRENCH THE EXTRAORDINARY EXPENCE AT FUNERALS.

Preamble.

1724-25, chap. 7.

No scarfs,

rings, gloves,
wine or rum to

be given at fu-

nerals, saving.

Limitation.

Whereas, the giving of scarves, gloves, wine, rum and rings, at

funerals, is a great and unnecessary expence, and, while practiced, will

be detrimental to the province, and tend to the impoverishing of man}'

families,

—

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governor^ Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled, arid by the authority of the

same,
[Sect. 1.] That no scarves, gloves (except six pair to the bearers,

and one pair to each minister of the church or congregation where any-

deceased person belongs), wine, rum or rings shall be allowed and given

at any funeral, upon the penalty of fifty pounds, to be forfeited by the

executor or administrator to the will or estate of the person interred, or

other person that regulates or is at the expence of the funeral (to be

paid by him out of his own estate) ; to be recovered by action, bill,

plaint or information, in an}^ of his majesty's courts of record proper to

try the same : one moiety to him that shall inform and sue for the same,

the other moiety for the use of the poor of such town where the person

interred did last belong. And the grand jurors in the several counties

are hereby strictly enjoined, diligently to inquire after, and make pre-

sentment of, the breaches of this act.

[Sect. 2.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of five

years from the publication thereof, and no longer. [_Passed January
15

;
published January 18, 1741-42.

CHAPTER 15.

AN ACT TO ALTER SEVERAL LAWS THAT REQUIRE APPELLANTS TO
FILE AND PRODUCE THE REASONS OF THEIR APPEAL.

Preamble. "Whereas, it is fouud by experience that the appellant's filing reasons
1724-20, chap. 4. of appeal, ill the courts of the common law, is a meer matter of form,

and gives no light in the cause, but many times occasions vain disputes

upon their forms, to the needless charge ofthe appellants, and, sometimes,
to the utter overthrow of their causes,

—

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,
That, henceforth, when any party shall be aggr[e]i[e]ved at the sen-

tence or judgment of any justice, or court of general sessions of the

peace, or inferior court of common pleas, and appeal to any higher

judicatory, the appellant shall not be required to file or produce any
writing purporting the reasons of his appeal, but the cause may be en-

t[e]r[f']d and tried upon the appeal, without any reasons filed or pro-

duced as heretofore hath been accustomed : any law, usage or custom
to the contrary hereof, in anywise notwithstanding. \^Fass6d Jamiary
5

;
published January 18, 1741-42.

No reasons of
appeal to be
given in any
cause.


