
Peovince Laws.— 1742-43. [Chap. 2.]

CHAPTER 2.

AN ACT FOR ALLOWING NECESSARY SUPPLIES TO THE EASTERN AND
WESTERN INDIANS, AND FOR REGULATING TRADE W[Z]TH THEM.

Preamble.
1737-38, chap. 7.

1740-41, chap. 11.
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be prepared for
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trade to be an-
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to be appointed
by the General
Court.

To be allowed
five per cent for
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Truck-masters
not to trade on
their own ac-
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Whereas the Indians in the eastern and western parts of this prov-

ince have many years since acknowledged their subjection and obedience

to the crown of Great Britain, and have their dependance on this govern-

ment for supplies of cloathing and other necessaries ; to the intent,

therefore, that they may be furnished with the same at such easy rates

and prices as may oblige them to a firm adherence to his maj[es]ty's

interest, several truck-houses having been erected and set up for that

purpose,

—

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and House of Represent-

\_ati']ves,

[Sect. 1.] That provisions, cloathing and other supplies suitable

for a trade with the said Indians be procured with the several sums that

have been, now are, or shall be hereafter granted for that purpose by
the general court, and the produce thereof applied,from time to time, for

the supplying the said Indians as aforesaid, by such person or persons

as shall annually be chosen by this court, who shall proceed according

to the instructions they shall receive from this court, or from the

governour and council on any emergenc}^ in the recess of this court

:

provided, such instructions and directions be consistent with the instruc-

tions they receive from the general court ; which person or persons so

chosen shall annually lay before this court fair accounts of his or their

proceedings herein ; and all supplies of cloathing, provisions and other

things shall be lodged at such places, to the eastward and elsewhere, as

the general court have heretofore ordered, or as the}' shall from time to

time order and appoint.

And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That a suitable person be appointed by this court for

each of the places where any of the goods aforesaid are lodged, as a

truck-master, to have the care and management of the trade with the

Indians, the said truck-masters to draw commissions for their service at

tlie rate oi five per cent only, both for sales and returns, on the goods
the}^ shall trade with ; which truck-masters shall be under oath, and
shall give sufficient securitj^ for the faithful discharge of that trust, and
attending such instructions as shall be from time to time given them by
this court, and, in the recess of the court, by the governo[M]r and coun-

cil as aforesaid ; and the said truck-masters shall keep fair acco[zm]ts

of their trade and dealing with the s[o.?']d Indians, and shall return the

same, together with the produce thereof, from time to time, to the person

or persons who shall be appointed to supply them with the goods as

afores[ai]d, the said accounts to be laid before the court. And neither

the truck-master, nor any officer or soldier residing at an}' of the truck-

houses, either on account of themselves, or any other person or persons,

shall be suffered to trade with or barter for any goods, wares or mer-

chandize, or other thing whatsoever, with any Indian or Indians, upon
pain that every truck-master, officer or soldier so offending, shall, on
conviction thereof, forfeit and pay the sum of twenty-five pounds for

each offence, to bo recovered by bill, plaint or information in any of his

majesty's courts of record[s] within this province ; and any oflicer or

truck-master so offending, is hereby disqualified and declared uncapable

of serving as an officer or truck-master in the pay and service of this

province ever after such offence ; and in case of the death of any truck-

master, or mismanagem[€'7t]t in that trust, during the recess of the
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court, another shall be put in his place by the governo[w]r, w[i]th the
advice of the council, until [1] the next session of the general court.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the said truck-masters shall sell the goods to the Goods to be sold

Indians at the price set in the invoice sent them from time to time,
voice.'^'"^

'*^ '"'

"without any advance thereon, and shall allow the Indians for their

fur[r]s and other goods as the market shall be in Boston, according to

the latest advices they shall receive from the person or persons that

shall supply them for the same commodities of equal goodness ; and
that .the truck-masters do supply the Indians with rum in moderate
quantities, as they shall in prudence judge convenient and necessary, at

the rate as charged in the invoices from time to time,

[Sect. 4.] And in case any of the said truck-masters shall presume
^

to sell any goods at higher rates than they are set at by the govern-

ment, or shall charge to the governm[e?^]t more for any furrs or

other goods than they allowed the Indians for the same, such truck-

master, being convicted thereof, shall forfeit and pay the sum of fifty

pounds ; and the more effectually to prevent such fraud, and also all

private trading with said Indians, each and every truck-master, when
and so often as he shall settle and adjust his account with the officer

appointed by this court for supphing the Indians, shall make oath
before the s[ai]d officer, who is hereby authorized and required to

administer the same in manner following :

—

You, A. B., do swear that the goods committed to you for the supply of the Oath.

Indians, have been sold at no higher rates than they were sefc at by the
government, and that you have charged for the furrs and other goods you
have made returns of, no more than you paid the Indians for the same ; and
that you have not, directly [n]or indirectly, been concerned in any trade
with said Indians on your private or particular acco[?wi]t, and have not
countenanced or connived at any such trade managed or transacted by any
person under you. So help you God.

Aiid he it further enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That from and after the publication of this act, no per- private persons

son or persons whatsoever, other than the truck-masters that shall be ddnk to^ the °in^

appointed in manner as is before provided, shall or may presume, by dians.

themselves or any other for them, directl}^ or indirectly, to sell, give,

truck, barter or exchange to any of the . aforesaid Indians, any strong

beer, ale, cj'der, perry, wine, rum, brand}', or an}'' other strong liquor,

by what name or names soever called or. known, on penalty of forfeiting penalty.

the sum of twenty-five pounds for each offence ; and in case any rum
or strong liquor shall be sold or traded..with on board any vessel, or

transported into those parts for sale, the. person or persons so trading

with the Indians in rum and other strong liquors, shall forfeit [cind pay']

the sum of one hundred pounds for each offence ; and the offences afore-

said shall be tried at any of his majesty's courts of record within

this province ; and the justices of the said courts are accordingly

impow[e]red and directed to hear and determine thereon, the plaintiff

or complainant filiug his information at least fourteen days before the

sitting of the court, in the clerk's ofBce of said court before whom the

matter is to be heard and tried ; and the plaintiff shall also summon or

notify the defendant thereof according to laAv : one moiety of all fines

and forfeitures arising by virtue of this act, to be laid out in procuring

supplies for carrying on the trade with the Indians, the other moiety to

him or them that shall inform and sue for the same in any of the courts

aforesaid.

[Sect. 6.] This act to continue and be in force till the end of the Limitation,

session of the general assembly in Maj', one thousand seven hundred

and forty-throe, and no longer. \_Passed July 1.


