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office, except in town offices only, and in such case not to serve as an
assessor or collector for any rate or tax to be made for the support of
the minister or ministers in any town, or for building or repairing of
any house for the publick worship of God within the same.
And it is therefore further provided and enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That where one half or more of the assessors or collect- Provision made

ors of any town shall be of the people called Quakers, such of the oVmore'o'f'thc

inhabitants of sran"^ town who are not Quakers may and shall at the assessors or
* I- _i V i/ collectors arc

same- meeting, at which such assessors or collectors, beiug Quakers, Quakers.

are chosen, proceed to the choice of an equal number of other persons

who are not Quakers ; and such assessors and collectors so chosen shall

be as fully qualified by themselves, where the whole number of the first-

chosen assessors are Quakers, or together with the other assessors who
are not Quakers, when any such there be, to make rates and taxes for

the settlem[e?!,]' and support of the ministr}', and for building and
repairing any house or honses for the publick worship of God within

such town, and for no other purposes ; and such collector shall be as

fully impowered to collect the same as they, the s[aj]'* assessors and
collectors, ^yould have been had no other assessors or collectors been
before chosen : and any assessor or collector so chosen shall be liable

to the same penalt}' for refusing to serve in their respective office as he
would have been had he been chosen and refused to serve as assessor

or collector of all the rates and taxes in s[a?!]'^ town.
And tvhereas in sundry towns within this province the town clerk Preamble.

and other town officers, being of the people called Quakers, have
neglected or refused to qualify themselves by taking the oaths to the

execution of snch office by law annexed, and yet have continued to

serve in said offices, and should the consequent proceedings of such

town be called in question as illegal and so set aside, many and great

inconvenienc[?']es and much confusion would arise,

—

Be it therefore further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That all the acts and proceedings of any town within Proceedings of

this province, where all or any of the officers, being Quakers, have
va^iw.'^'^^

^^'^

neglected or refused to take the oaths to such offices by law annexed,
and 3'et have continued in the execution of their respective offices, be
and hereby are as fully established and confirmed as such acts and
proceedings would have been had such officers been under oath as by
law required.

[Sect. 7,] This act to continue and be in force for the space of Limitation.

three years from the publication thereof, and from thence to the end
of the then next session of the general court, and no longer. \_Passed

March 1
;
published March 5, 1743-44.*

V

CHAPTER 21.

AN ACT TO REGULATE THE EXPENCE OF PRIVATE BRIDGES.

Whereas it sometimes happens that some particular person or per- Preamble,

sons, for his or their own private advantage, build and erect a bridge

or bridges across some river or stream, and, after, neglect or refuse to

keep snch bridge or bridges in repair, by means whereof the town or

towns in which such bridge or bridges are erected have been presented,

* No date is affixed to the governor's signature on the engrossment of this act. hut,

according to Secretary Willard's report, it was signed March 5. In the records, however,

the date of passage is given as above.



128 Peovince Laws.—1743-44. [Chap. 22.]

Court of general
sessions to de-
termine as to

and suffered loss and dam[m]age, altho such town was not consenting

to the building thereof, nor receive general and common advantage
thereby ; wherefore,

—

Be it enacted hy the Oove^-noiir, Council and House of Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the publication of this act, upon
application made to the court of general sessions of the peace by anj'

private bridges, person or pcrsons, setting forth that any bridge or bridges that have
already been erected, or that may hereafter, be erected bj- any particu-

lar person or persons for his or their private advantage, either in or

adjacent to the town where such person or persons live, or any other

town, for the building of which. there was not the especial consent of

the town or towns where such bridge or bridges l[y][*]<25 or to which
the}'' are adjacent, nor the order of the s[ai]'^ court for building the

same, nor any order nor special agreement for keeping such bridge or

bridges in repair, that such bridge or bridges are neglected and r.ot

kept in due repair ; in every such case, upon application made as afore-

said, it shall and may be lawful [1] for the said court either to discon-

tinue such bridge or bridges (if the person or persons erecting them shall

neglect to keep them in due repair) , or otherwise finally to determine

how, in what manner, and b}^ whom such bridge or bridges shall be

repaired and maintained, whether at the charge of the person or persons

that built the same, their heirs, or such other person or persons as live

near and reap the principal advantage of such bridge or bridges, as the

said court shall judge most reasonable, and make out such orders and
assessments on any particular person, persons or towns as shall be
found necessary for effecting such repairs from time to time, and, if

need be, to award execution thereon in such manner as the circum-

stances of the case may require ; to which orders, assessments and
executions all proper officers and other persons are hereby directed to

conform.

[Sect. 2.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of

three j'ears, and no longer. \^Passed March 21
;
published March 24,

1743-44.*

Limitation.

CHAPTER 22.

AN ACT FOR RENDRING MORE EFFECTUAL THE LAWS ALREADY IN
BEING RELATING TO THE ADMEASUREMENT OF BOARDS, PLANK
AND TIMBER, AND FOR PREVENTING FRAUD AND ABUSE IN SHIN-
GLES, BEEF AND PORK EXPORTED FROM THIS PROVINCE, AND ALSO
FOR REGULATING THE ASSIZE OF STAVES AND HOOPS.

Preamble.

1695-6, chap. 5.

1710-11, chap. 7.

1727, chap. 7.

Whereas, in and by an act pass'd in the ninth year of her late

majesty, Queen Ann[e], [e][?']ntitled, " An Act for the admeasurement

of boards, plank and timber, and regulating the tale of shingles," it is

declared, " That in each maritime town within this province where

boards, plank, timber and slit-work are usually imported or brought to

sale, or exported beyond sea, there be two or more honest, skilful [1]

persons annually elected by such town, at the time of their anniversary

choice of town officers, to be surveyors and measurers of boards, plank,

timber and slit-work and surveyors of shingles, who shall be sworn in

manner as other town officers to the faithful [1] performance of the duty

of their office " ; but no provision is made for the admeasurement and

* The date of publication of this and the two following chapters is given in the printed

acts as March 22, but the date followed in the text is taken from the engrossed act, and is

more likely correct.


