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at ; the several persons paying their taxes in any of the commodities
aforementioned, to run the risque and pa}* the charge of transporting

the said commodities to the province treasury ; but if the aforesaid

general assembly shall not, at their sessions in May, some time before

the twentieth day of June, in each year, agree ui)on and set[t] the

aforesaid species and commodities at some certain price[s], that then How the com.

the eldest councello[u]r[.s], for the time being, of each of those coun- ™rou^b7into the

ties in the province, of which any one of the council is an inhabitant, treasury are to

together with the province treasurer, or the major part of them, be a
^^*'**"^'^

committee, who hereby are directed and fully authorized and impow-
ered to do it ; and in their set p] ling the prices and rat[e]ing the value

of those commodities, to state so much of them, respectively, at seven

shillings and sixpence as an ounce of silver will purchase at that time in

the town of Boston, and so pro rata. And the treasurer is hereby directed

to insert in the several warrants by him sent to the several collectors

of the taxes in each 3'ear, with the names of the afore-recited commod-
ities, the several prices or rates which shall be set on them, either by
the general assembly or the committee aforesaid, and direct the afore-

said collectors to receive them so.

[Sect. 10.] And the aforesaid commodities so brought into the Treasurer to

treasury shall, as soon as may be, be disposed of by the treasurer to commo'dities.

the best advantage for so much as they will fetch in bills of credit

hereby to be emitted, or for silver or gold, which silver and gold shall

be delivered to the possessor of said bills in exchange for them ; that

is to saj^, one ounce of silver coin, and so. gold in proportion, for seven
shillings and sixpence, and so j^yo rata for a greater or less sum ; and
if any loss shall happen by. the sale of the albresaid species, or b}' any
unforeseen accident, such deficiency shall be made good b}' a tax of

the year next following, so as fully and effectually to call in the whole
sum of ten thousand pounds in said bills hereb}' ordered to be emitted

;

and if there be a surplusage, it shall remain a stock iu the treasury.

\_Passed and published January 9, 1744-45.

CHAPTER 18.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT [E][7]NTITLED "AN ACT FOR THE
REL[EI][7£]F OF POOR PRISONERS FOR DEBT."

"Wetekeas in and b^^ an act made and pass[e]'d in the fifteenth year of Preamhie.

his present m-ijesty's reign, [e][/]ntitled " An Act for the rel[ei][?e]f 1741-42, chap. 6.

of poor prisoners for debt," it is provided that, upon securit}' being given
to the goaler or prison-keeper for the payment of eight shillings per
week for and towards the support of any prisoner after such prisoner's

having made oath that he has not any estate sufficient to support him-
self in prison or pay prison charges, " the goaler or keeper shall detain
and keep in close custod}- such prisoner so long as said sum shall be
paid, but upon failure of payment thereof" he shall be set at liberty

;

and ivhereas the aforesaid act was in and by an act made and pass[ei'cl 174445, chap. 14.

at the last session of this court reyiyed and continued until [1] the last

day of October, one thousand seven hundred and fifty-one, and until [1]

the end of the session of the general court next after ; and ivhei-eas in

and by an act [e][?"]ntitled "An Act for ascertaining the value of 174142, chap. 12.

money," the lawful money of this province has been set [^] led at a dif-
'

ferent rate from the nominal value of ihfi bills of credit current at the

time of passing the first aforementioned act, and should the aforesaid
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Prisoners, how
to be detained,
and when re-

leased.

Limitation.

allowance of eight shillings per week be now understood nnd construed
to intend eight shillings lawful mone}', it would prove unequal and
injurious,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governour, Council and House of Rep-
resentatives, »

[Sect. 1.] That upon any prisoner's having taken the oath, and
certificate having been made thereof as by the aforesaid act for the

rel[ei][/e]f of poor prisoners for debt is provided, and the creditor or

creditors, their agent or attorne}', executor or administrator, having
given security to the goaler or keeper of the prison where such prisoner

now is or hereafter may be, for the payment of two shillings and six-

pence per week in lawful money or bills of credit of this province equiva-

lent thereto, for and towards the support of such prisoner while he or

she shall be detained in prison, the said goaler or keeper shall detain

and keep in'close custody such prisoner so long as said sum shall be
paid, but upon failure of payment thereof shall set him or her at liberty

;

and the several goalers or prison-keepers in this province are required

to govern themselves accordingly.

[Sect. 2.] This act to continue and be in force for and during the

term of the continuance of the aforementioned act for the rel[ei][{e]f

of poor prisoners for debt. [^Passed December 26, 1744
;
published

January 9, 1744-45.

CHAPTER 19.

AN ACT TO ENCOURAGE THE [E] [ZJNLISTING SOLDIERS INTO HIS MAJ-
ESTY'S SERVICE, IN THE INTENDED EXPEDITION AGAINST CAPE
BRETON.

Be it enacted by the Governoxir, Council and House of Representatives,

Volunteers in
[Sect. 1.] That whocvcr has entred or shall enter or [e][/]nlist

his majesty's into hls majesty's service as a voluntier in the intended expedition

be^ arrested, &c against the French settlements [of] [af] Cape Breton, shall not be
liable to be taken out of his majesty's service aforesaid by any process

or execution, unless for some criminal matter, for any sum whatsoever

;

and every soldier whose body shall be arrested by mean process or

execution after his [e][i]nlistment into said service, may and shall be
set at liberty b}^ two justices of the peace, quorum unus, in the county
where such soldier is taken, upon application made [b}^] him or his

superio[M]r officer, upon proof made of his [e][i]nlistment into the

service afores[a«']'^.

Proviso. Provided, cdways,—
[Sect. 2.] Tliis act shall not be construed to stay the process of

any creditor of such [e][^]nlisted soldier, after his return from the

said expedition, or his dismission from the s[a«]'^ service ; nor at all to

stay any process or execution against a deficient constable oi' collector,

for any taxes committed to him to collect. [^Passed January 30
;
pw&-

Ushed February 4, 1744-45.


