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the [31st] [thirty-first'] day of March, one thousand seven hundred and

Saving. fort3"-two, to the time the judgm[e?^]t is made up : saving ahvays to the

debtor the same rel[ei][{e]f in cases of this nature which is by this act

already provided for him where more than six per cent has been paid

for the loan or forbearance of any sum as aforesaid. [Passed January

9, 1744-45.

CHAPTEK 30.

AN ACT FOR THE MORE SPEEDY EXTINGUISHMENT OF FIRE, AND
PRESERVING GOODS [E][7]NDANGERED BY IT.

Preamble.

1711-12, chap. 5.

All towns em-
powered to

choose fire-

wards.

Their duty.

Penalty for re-

fusing to assist

them in extin-

guishing of fire.

Penalty for per-
sons' purloining
or concealing
goods saved
from the fire.

Whereas the contiguity or nearness of houses in many towns in this

province makes it difficult, when they accidentally take fire, to preserve

them, and prevent its spreading, by reason of the inhabitants being

terrififed by so grievous a calamity, and the want of proper persons

appointed to direct such as may be ready to assist ; and moreover ill-

minded persons take the advantage of the hurry and confusion attend-

ing such accidents to plunder, and to embezzle the goods of their

distressed neighbours ; wherefore,

—

Be it eyiacted by the Governoicr, Council, and House of Represent-

[ati^ves,

[Sect. 1 .] That the several towns within this province may, if they

see fit, at their anniversary meeting in March, annually appoint a suit-

able number of persons, not exceeding ten, who shall be denominated
fire-wards, and have each, for a distinguishing badge of the office, a

staff of five feet long, painted red, and headed with a bright brass spire

six inches long.

[Sect. 2.] And the fire-wards aforementioned are hereby required,

upon notice of the breaking forth of fire, taking with them their badges
respectively, immediately to repair to the place, and vigo[u]rously exert

themselves in requiring and procuring assistance to extinguish and

prevent the spreading of the fire, and for the pulling down or blowing

up any houses, or any other service relating thereto, as they may be

directed by two or three of the chief civil or military officers of the

town, to put a stop to the fire, and in removing hous[e]hold stuff,

goods, and merchandizes out of any dwelling-houses, storehouses or

other buildings actually on fire, or in danger thereof, in appointing

guards to secure and take care of the same, and to suppress all tumults

and disorders ; and due obedience is required to be yielded to them,

and each of them accordingly, for that service.

[Sect. 3.] And all disobedience, neglect or refusal in any shall be
inform [(?]d of to some of his majesty's justices of the peace within

two days next after, and the offenders therein, upon conviction thereof

before any two justices, quorum unus, shall forfeit and pay the sum of
forty shillings each, to be levied and distributed by the discretion of

the selectmen among the poor, most distressed by the fire ; and in case

the ofi'ender or offenders are unable to satisfy the fine, then to suffer

ten days' imprisonment.

And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That if any evil-minded persons shall take advantage of
such calamity to rob, plunder, purloin, [i][e]mbez[2]le, convey away
or conceal any goods, merchandizes or effects of the distressed inhabi-

tants, whose houses are on fire, or endangered thereby, and put upon
removing their goods, and shall not restore and give notice thereof to

the owner or owners, if known, or bring them into such publick place
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as shall be appointed and assigned by the governour and council,

within the space of two days next after proclamation made for that

purpose, the person or persons so offending, and being thereof con-

victed, shall be deemed th[ei][?e]ves, and suffer the utmost severities

of the pains and penalties by law provided against such. [_Passed

April 5
;
published April 6.

CHAPTER 31.

AN ACT FOR ASCERTAINING THE BOUNDS OF THE TOWN OF DIGHTON,
AND FOR THE CONFIRMATION OF THEIR POWERS AND PRIVILEGES.

Whereas in the year one thousand seven hundred and twelve the Preami.io.

South Precinct in Taunton was erected into a township by the name of 1734-35, chap. 19.

Dighton, but the bounds thereof were not fully ascertained, and by
reason thereof of late there have some disputes arisen, and application

hath been made to this court to ascertain the bounds,

—

Be it enacted bji the Governour, Council and House of Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That the bounds of the said town of Dighton shall be as Bounds of the

follows ;
vizi^'^., beginning at a heap of stones by a rock near the water- etaIe(L^'^'°'^'°°

side on the westerly side of Broad Cove, and from thence running
westerly to a heap of stones near Bristol old path ; and from thonce

westerly to a heap of stones near two miles from said Broad Cove, and
then running northerly about two miles to a stump of an ash tree

;

thence west and by north, to Rchoboth ancient line, to a stake and
stones about it, being the north corner of the town of Swanzey, and
the southwest corner of the said town of Dighton ; thence northerly on
a straight line to a marked tree, commonl}- called the " Horseshoe "

;

thence easterly by marked trees down to the Three-Mile River, so

called ; then with said river to Taunton Great River ; then down Taun-
ton Great River 'till it comes to the bounds first mentioned, together

with Assonet[t] Neck, so far northerly as to come to the northerly

bound of the land that was Mr. Edward Shove's ; and that the land I'lhabitants

included within the bounds aforesaid shall always hereafter be deemed powers^oVa

a township by the name of Dighton as aforesaid, and that the *°^"-

inhabitants thereof be invested with the powers, privileges, and immu-
nities that the inhabitants of any of the towns within this province by
law are or ought to be invested with, any law, order or custom to the

contrary notwithstanding.

[Sect. 2.] And all former acts and proceedings of the inhabitants Former acts of

of the said town of Dighton are hereby declared, to all intents and coDfirmcd!^"

purposes, as valid, and of as full effect as if the said town had b}' an
act of this court been incorporated and invested with the powers and
privileges of a township at the time of their being taken off from Taun-
ton, or sep[e][a]rated as aforesaid.

Provided cUways,—
[Section 3.] That property shall not be affected by this act, any Proviso,

construction thereof, or of any part thereof, to the contrarj^ notwith-

standing. [Passed January 8, 1744-45.

Notes.—There were four sessions of the General Court this year, at each of which acts

were passed. The engi-ossments of all the acts of the first and second sessions, and also

of chapters 1.3, 1.5, 16, 21, and 22, are lost ; but all these were, fortunately, printed, with the

other acts of tlie sessions, except chapter 16, which is here printed from a MS record of

acts, in the Secretary's office. The chapters not mentioned above were also printed

The acts of the first three sessions were transmitted to the Board of Trade by Governor
Shirley, and were laid before the Board, Nov. 1, 1745. The acts of the fourth session were


