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them, respectivel,y, at seven shillings and sixpence as an ounce of silver

will purchase at that time in the town of Boston, and so pro rata. And
the treasurer is hereby directed to insert in the several warrants by him
sent to the collectors of the taxes in those years, respectively, with the

names of the afore-recited commodities, the several rates or prices

which shall bo set on them, either by the general assembly or the com-
mittee aforesaid, and direct the aforesaid collectors to receive them so.

[Sect. 7.] And the aforesaid commodities so brought into the Treasurerto

treasur}^ shall, as soon as maj' be, be disposed of by the treasurer to commoiuties.

the best advantage for so much as they will fetch in bills of credit

aforementioned, or for silver or gold, which silver and gold shall be

delivered to the possessor of said bills in exchange for them ; that is

to sa}-, one ounce of silver coin, and so gold in proportion, for seven

shillings and sixpence, and so 2^0 rata for a greater or less sum ; and
if any loss shall happen b}' the sale of the aforesaid species, by any
unforeseen accident, such deficienc}^ shall be made good by a tax of the

j-ear next following, so as fully and effectually to call in the whole sum
of seventy thousand pounds in said bills hereby ordered to be emitted,

and for which a tax on polls and estates is in this act laid as a fund

;

and if there be a surplusage, it shall remain a stock in the treasury.

{^Passed August 2
;
puUlshed August 7.

CHAPTER 9.

AN ACT TO SUBJECT THE UNIMPROVED LANDS WITHIN THIS PROVINCE
TO BE SOLD FOR PAYMENT OF TAXES ASSESSED ON THEM BY ORDER
OF THE GREAT AND GENERAL COURT AND VOTES AND AGREE-
MENTS OF THE PROPRIETORS THEREOF.

Whereas it frequentl}' happens that the proprietors of unimproved Preamble.

lands within the several towns, precincts, new plantations and pro-

priet[ie][or]s within this province, neglect or delay to pay their

proportions of the sums from time to time assessed on such lauds by
order of the great and general court, and according to their own agree-

ments, towards defr[a] [e]3'ing the publick charges arising within such

towns, precincts, new plantations and proprieties,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governour, Council and House of
Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That if the assessors of anj^of the towns, precincts, new Assessors of

plantations or proprieties within this province, have, or at any time to proTedla" dT'
come shall, pursuant to the direction or orders of the general court, levy their power.

or assess a tax upon the unimproved lands of the proprietors, situate in unimproved

an}" of the towns within this province, for defraying the publick charges
f^"

p*
*°n^^

^°^^

arising in the said towns, precincts, new plantations or proprieties, or charges, in case

if the assessors chosen by the proprietors of the common and undivided refnsror neglect

land in any of the towns or new plantations within this province, pur- J".P''*y
*'?'' ^"^^

suaut to the votes and agreements of such propriety, have or shall levy assessors ap-

or assess a tax upon such proprietors by them thought necessarj- to
^urpose.^"'^

^^^^

carry on and prosecute Siuy actions or suits that may be brought by or

against them, or for the carrying on and managing of anj^ other publick

affair relating to such proprietors, or performance of the conditions of

their grant respectively ; and such proprietors shall neglect or dela}' to

pay to the collector or collectors the sums from time to time levied or

assessed upon their lands as aforesaid, for sixty days after such assess-

ment is made, and published by posting up the same in the town or pre-
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cinct where sucli land lies, and in the shire town of the count}', that then
and in such case it shall and may be lawful for such assessors respect-

ivelj' to post up, in some publick place or places in the town or precinct

where the lands lie, notifications of the intended sale of so much, and
no more, of such delinquent proprietor's land or common rights as they

shall judge necessary to pay and satisfy such rates and taxes, and other

necessary intervening charges, three months before the same be sold

;

Notifications of and also the assessors shall be obliged, for the notification of the uon-

to be'^nserted"^^ resident proprietors, to adverti[z] [s]e in the publick prints, three several
in the public wccks, the intended sale, at least three months before the land be sold :

^"" *'

and if any delinquent proprietors do not by that time pay such rates

or assessm[e?i]ts and charges, then and in such case, it shall and may
be lawful for the assessors, at a publick vendue, to sell and execute

absolute deeds in the law for the conveyance of such lands of the pro-

prietors to the person or persons who will give most for the same

;

which deeds shall be good and valid to all intents and purposes in the

law, for conveying such estates to the grantees, their heirs and assigns

Overplus of for cvcr ; and if the said lands be sold for more, then the overplus,

io°ged witifthe after all charges arising about the same are subducted, to be paid to
town treasurers, g^gj^ delinquent proprietors or their order; the mone}^ which the said

lands shall be sold for, to be lodged in the hands of the treasurers of

the respective towns, precincts or proprieties, who are hereby directed

to attend the orders of the assessors of such towns, precincts or pro-

prieties, for paj'ment of the same, pursuant to the true intent and mean-
ing of this act, reserving to such non-resident proprietors as are not

inhabitants of this province, their heirs or assigns, a liberty for redemp-

tion of their lands so sold, they paying to the grantees, or their heirs

respectively, within one year afterwards, the sums for which the said

lands were sold, with double dam[m] ages, until [1] the same be

redeemed.
Limitation. [Sect. 2.] This act to Continue and be in force for the space of

seven years from the publication thereof, and no longer. [^Passed July

26
;
published August 7.


