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CHAPTEE 18.

AN ACT IMPOWERING THE SUPERIO[tnR, COURT OF JUDICATURE, COURT
OF ASSIZE AND GENERAL GOAL DELIVERY, AT THEIR PRESENT
TERM, TO PROCEED TO THE TRIAL OF SUNDRY PRISONERS NOW IN
HIS MAJESTY'S GOAL IN THE COUNTY OF SUFFOLK.

Whereas there are clivers persons now in goal in the county of Suf- Preamble,

folk, who were committed on suspicion of murders, felonies, or other

high crimes and misdemeanors perpetrated within the body of that

county, whereof if due inquir}' be not speedily made, great incon-

veniene[nes may arise; and ivhereas the grand jury impanel [fe]d

and sworn at the sup[enoit]r court of judicature, court of assize and
general goal delivery, holden at Boston for and within the county of

Suffolk, on the third Tuesday of February last, is, by the said court,

dismiss [<?]d, but the said court is not yet adjourned without day,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governour, Council and House of Mepre-
sent[^ati']ves,

That the said court ma}^ and shall without delay, cause the usual Court's power

process to be made out for choosing and summoning a suitable number the^tHaroflun.

of good and lawful men of such of the towns in the said county of Suf- dry criminals.

folk as have been accustomed to send grand jurors to the said court, or

of such towns as the s[cn']d court shall think most proper to send their ,

venires unto, to serve as grand jurors at the said conrt now holden at

Boston afores[ai]d ; and every person duly chosen and return [e]d on
such venire, shall be and hereby is obliged to give his immediate
attendance accordingly, under the penalty h\ law alread}^ provided in

case of grand jurors upon their default of attendance : and the s[ai]d
court shall impanel, swear and charge them to inquire of, and present

all murders and other felonies, high crimes and misdemeanours, com-
mitted or done within the said county, and ma}^ proceed to the trial of
any person or persons that shall by such grand jury be presented or

indicted of or for any murder or other felony, high crime or misde-

meanour, and give judgm[e'?;]t, and award execution thereupon, accord-

ing to the usual course of the law. \_Passed April 24 ;
published

April 26, 1746.

CHAPTEE 19.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT, [E][7]NTITLED "AN ACT DIRECTING
HOW RATES AND TAXES TO BE GRANTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEM-
BLY, AS ALSO COUNTY, TOWN, AND PRECINCT RATES; SHALL BE
ASSESSED AND COLLECTED," MADE AND PASS'D IN THE FOURTH
Y'EAR OF HIS PRESENT MAJESTY'S REIGN.

Whereas no provision is made, in the act [e]p]ntLtled "An Act Preamble,

directing how rates and taxes granted b}^ the general assembly, as also ?I?2'^^^P' *•„

county, town, and precinct rates, shall be assessed and collected," for '

appointing collectors or constables, where towns neglect to choose

them ; whereb}', unless there be some remed}', the good design of said

act, to secure the payment of the taxes granted by the general assem-

bly', will be frustrated,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Governour, Council and House of Rep-
resentatives,

TSect. l.T That where any town or towns have neglected or shall Sheriff em-
I- J */ *—

'
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granted by the general court, that in such case the sheriff of the county

shall be and hereby is impow[e]red and directed to collect such rates

or taxes, having received an assessment made of the proportion of the

several persons rateable in such town, together with a warrant under

the hands of such assessors as shall be appointed by the court of gen-

eral sessions of the peace in the county where such deficient town

l[y][?]es, according to the aforesaid act of the fourth j^ear of his pres-

ent majesty's reign ; and the said assessors are hereby directed, where

any tovvn has for divers [e] years past, or shall for several years to-

gether hereafter, neglect to choose assessors or constables and collect-

ors, to add together the several sums annually due, as also the several

fines of twenty pounds due for each year's neglect, and their own allow-

ance by law establish [t][ecZ], to be proportioned among the several

inhabitants and others rateable in such town according to their best

judgment.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That the sheriff, upon receiving the aforesaid assessment,

and warrant for collecting it, shall forthwith post up in some publick

place of the town assessed, an attested copy of such assessment and

warrant, and shall make no distress for any of the sums so assessed till

after thirty days from his posting it up ; and any person or persons

paying the sum or sums respectively assessed on him or them, to the

sheriff' before the expiration of the aforesaid thirty days, shall pay at

the rate of five per cent over and above, to the sheriff for his fees, and

no more ; but all such as shall neglect to pay the sum or sums assessed

for the space of thirty days or longer from the aforesaid posting up the

copy of the assessment, shall be proceeded against by the sheriff in way
of distress, as collectors bylaw are impowred, and may require suitable

.aid for that purpose ; and'^they shall each one pay the fees for the sher-

iff's service and travel, as in other cases where distraint is made.

And to the intent the courts of general sessions of the peace, in the

several counties where such deficient towns shall respectively belong,

may, from time to time, seasonably appoint assessors as ueedful[l],

—

Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 3.] That the province treasurer, for the time being, shall, as

soon as may be, after he hath issued his warrants to the assessors of

the several towns, for assessing and collecting the rates and taxes

granted by the general assembly, for the space of sixty days, without

any account of such town's choice of collectors or constables, whether

it be a town that hath neglected to make such choice, or that hereafter

shall neglect so to do, in every such case the said treasurer shall send a

certificate'to the clerk of the court of general sessions of the peace for

the county whereto the deficient town belongs, of such their deficiency,

who shall lay it before said court of sessions at their next sitting

;

whereupon the said court shall forthwith proceed to appoint assessors

to assess and proportion the rates and taxes granted as aforesaid ; and

the assessors so appointed, shall, as soon as may be, take an oath to

the faithful [1] discharge of their trust, before the said court or some one

or more of the justices by the court of sessions to be appointed for that

purpose ; and if any person appointed an assessor as aforesaid shall

refuse to serve, he shall forfeit the sum of twenty pounds to his majesty

for the use of the province ; and the court of sessions shall immediately

proceed to appoint others. [Passed February 8, 1745-46.


