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said respective plantations to suitable persons for a term not exceeding
the continuance of this act ; and such part of the income thereof as is

necessary shall be applied for the support of such of the proprietors, in

their respective plantations, as may be sick or unable to support them-
selves, and the surplusage thereof, if any there be, shall be distributed

amongst them, according to their respective rights or interest, for pro-

viding necessaries for themselves and families and for the payment of

their just debts, at the discretion of their said guardians ; and that the

respective guardians aforesaid be hereby impowered and enabled, in

their own names and in their capacities as guardians, to bring forward
and maintain any action or actions for any trespass or trespasses that

may be committed on the said Indian land, and that any liberty, or pre-

tended liberty, obtained from any Indian or Indians, for cutting off any
timber, wood, ha}', milking pine-trees, carrying off any o[a]r[e], or

planting of, or improving, said lands, shall not be any bar to said guar-

dians in their said action or actions : provided that nothing in this act Proviso.

shall be understood to bar an}' person or persons from letting creatures

run upon the said Indians' unimprov'd lands that lye common and con-

tiguous to other towns or proprietors.

And it is also further provided,

[Sect. 2.] That nothing in this act shall be understood to bar any Further pro-

Indian or Indians from selling their lands, where there is any former "^''•

patent or court grant for the same.
And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That no action shall be brought against any of the said No action to he

Indians for any debt hereafter to be by them contracted with any Eng- aiiyTndianfor*'

lish persons, for anv sum exceeding ten shillings, except the same be more than ten

first examined and allowed by the court of general sessions of the peace cept.
°^'

for the county where such Indian or Indians live, or the respective guar-

dians of such plantations where such Indian or Indians live, except
specialties, approbated according to the law of this province made in I7i8.i9,ch'ap.9.

the fourth and fifth year of the reign of his majesty King George the

First, intitled " An Act in addition to the act for preventing abuses to

the Indians, made in the twelfth year of King William."
And he it farther enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That the several guardians aforesaid shall keep a fair Guardians to

account of their proceedings in the abovesaid affair, to be by them laid coi?nt? &cf
"°"

before the general court from year to year, by said court to be adjusted

and allowed of.

[Sect. 5.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of Limitation.

seven years from the publication thereof, and from thence to the end
of the next session of the general court, and no longer. \_Passed and
puhlished September 13.

CHAPTER 13.

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE GREAT INJURY AND INJUSTICE ARISING TO
THE INHABITANTS OF THIS PROVINCE BY THE FREQUENT AND VERY
LARGE EMISSIONS OF BILLS OF PUBLICK CREDIT IN THE GOVERN-
MENT OF RHODE ISLAND.

Whereas the bills of this and the neighbouring governments are, and Preamble,

have been, the principal medium of trade and commerce in this prov- 1743.44, chap. is.

ince, and some of those governments, more especially that of Rhode
Island, have frequently made extravagant emissions of their bills,
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which by as frequent experience have been found a great means of de-

preciating all the bills of publicit credit current among us, whereby

great injustice hath been introduced ; and, should the same practice be

continued, it would be greatly injurious to the inhabitants of this prov-

ince, and ruinous to many,

—

Be it therefore enacted hy the Governour, Council and House of Repre-

sent\_ati\ves,

[Sect. 1.] That no person or persons whosoever shall, within this

province, wittingly and wilfully utter, offer to put off, take or receive

an}' bill or bills of credit of the colony of Rhode Island, emitted since

the 3'ear one thous[a?i]d seven hundred and forty-two, or that shall

hereafter be emitted, in payment of any debt, for purchase of any

goods, or for any valuable consideration whatsoever, on pain of for-

feiting, for each bill so uttered, offered or receiv[e]d, the sum of three

pounds, and of being ever after disabled from bearing any office of

honour or pro[f ]flt under this governm[en]t.

And he it further enacted^

[Sect. 2.] That any person in this governm[ew]t, bearing any office

or offices of profit or honour, that shall be convicted of having wilfully

and wittingly uttered, offered to put off, taken or received any such bill

or bills, in payment of any debt, or for purchase of any goods, or for

any valuable consideration whatsoever, shall for such offence be, ipso

facto, discharged from such his office or offices, and shall be thereby

utterly disabled to have or hold any office of pro[f]fit or honour within

this province, and shall likewise forfeit for each such bill by him
utter[e]d, ofFer[e]d or receiv[e]d, the sum of ten pounds.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That any in[?i]holder, retailer or common victualer, who,

after the publication of this act, shall wittingly and wilfully utter, offer

to put off, take or receive any such bill or bills, in paym[e>^]t of any

debt, or for purchase of any goods, or for any victuals or liquors bought

or sold, or to be bought or sold, or for any entertainm[en]t given or to be

given, or for any other valuable consideration whatsoever, such in[H]-

holder, retailer or common victualer, beside his being liable to the fine

first before ment[«'ojie]d, shall forfeit his licen[s][c]e, and be disabled

from holding or using any such employm[en]t for the future.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That every mortgage, bill, bond, instrument of insur-

ance, or other instrument in writing whatsoever, that shall hereafter be

executed, for the consideration whereof, in whole or in part, such bills

shall be received or paid, and legal proof hereof be made, such mort-

gage, bill, bond, assurance or instrument in writing, whatsoever, shall be

deemed a fraudulent bargain, and utterly void in law.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That any person that shall receive or pay any such bill

or bills, and shall first inform against and prosecute the other party

concerned with him or her therein, so that he or she be convicted of

receiving or paying such bill or bills, for any valuable consideration

whatever, such prosecutor shall be indemnifyed from the penally in this

act, and shall likewise be intitled to one-half the forfeiture aforesaid.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That every merchant, shopkeeper or trader shall be

answerable for every offence against this act committed either by him

or herself, or any of his or her houshold or family that are under his

or her im[7Ji]ediate care or government, and be obliged to satisfy and

pay the sum of ten pounds for every such offence, unless such merchant,

shopkeeper or trader shall make oath, bond fide, that such offence was

committed without his or her privity, countenance or connivance.
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And be it further enacted.,

[Sect. 7.] That any justice of the peace shall have power, and is justices to pro-

hereby ajiithorized, upon information or complaint to him made of any
offentoiT'^

breach of this act, to convene before him the person or persons so com- binding them

plained of, and to grant summons for witnesses to appear before him *^^""' *"^*

to be examined upon oath as to their knowledge touching the fact or

facts referr[e]d to in such complaint, and upon just ground to bind

over the person or persons complained of or informed against, and to

require sufficient security for his or her appearance at the next court of

general sessions of the peace in the county where the offence is alledged

to be committed, to answer such complaint ; and any person refusing

to give evidence at the trial of such as may be sued, presented, indicted

or complained of for any violation of this act, shall be liable to the

same penalty as the person presented or complained of is liable to in

case he shall be convict, but shall not be subject to any dam[w]age by
an}' discovery he might make by his oath, in case he should take it.

And he it further enacted.,

[Sect. 8.] That the courts of general sessions of the peace in the Persons to be

respective counties be, and they hereby are, directed and impowered, at fn^fo°m'against

their next term for sitting, and so from time to time, annually, during the breach of
this act

the continuance of this act, to appoint five meet persons in each town
within their respective counties to inform against and prosecute the

violators of this act (and in the town of Boston the number of persons

to be appointed to that office and duty shall be fifteen), which officers

shall have and enjoy the same benefit and advantage as other informers
;

and if an}' person so appointed shall refuse or neglect, after due notice

given him for that purpose, to take his oath (to be administred to him
by such court or a justice of the peace) , and to serve in that office, he

shall forfeit and pay the sum of five pounds.
And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 9.] That if any justice of the peace, grand juror or other Penalty of osa-

officer shall wilfully and wittingly omit the performance of his duty in
theydutv*^'^"^

the execution of this act, such officer shall forfeit and pay the sum of

twenty pounds.
[Sect. 10.] The several forfeitures afore mentioned to be applied. Forfeitures,

the one moiety thereof to the use of the poor of the town where the po^d'of.'^
*^'*".

offence shall be committed, the other moiety to him or them that shall

inform and sue for the same (and in case there be no informer that

shall prosecute such offender, then the whole of the forfeiture shall be
applied to the use first mentioned), and may be recovered by action. How to be

bill, plaint or information, in any of his majesty's courts of record "recovered,

within the same county, or by presentment of the grand jury, who are

hereby strictly enjoined to present all breaches of this act ; and no
essoign, priviledge, protection or wager of law shall be allowed in any
such suit or prosecution as aforesaid.

Provided, nevertheless,—
[Sect. 11.] That all suits or prosecutions for the breach of this act Pronso.

shall commence within twelve months from the time of committing the

offence.

And he it further enacted,

[Sect. 12.] That the justices of the respective courts of general TWs^act t^oi^e

sessions of the peace, within this province, shall cause this act to be Euiicfcourt's,

publickly read at opening their courts, from time to time, and shall give ^^f cha'l-ged!'^^

in charge to the grand jury duly to enquire after, and make presentment

of, all persons that shall presume to offend in violation of this act ; and

the selectmen of each town within this province are alike required to

cause this act to be publickly read at their several town meetings in

March, annually, during the continuance of this act.
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Limitation. [Sect. 13.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of
three years, and no longer. [Passed and jmblished September 13.

CIIAPTEK 14.
«

AN ACT FOR SUPPLYING THE TREASURY WITH THE SUM OF TEN
THOUSAND POUNDS FOR THE EXPEDITION AGAINST CANADA, AND
FOR DRAWING IN THE SAID BILLS INTO THE TREASURY AGAIN.

£10.000 in bills

of credit to be
^emitted for tbe
intended expedi-
tion to Canada.

Surplusage to

lie in the treas-
ury.

£5,000 in 1747.

£5,000 in 1748.

Tax for the
money hereby
emitted to be
made according
to the preceding
tax act, in case.

Be it enacted bi/ the Governoiir, Council and House of Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That the treasurer be and hereby is impowered and
ordered to emit and issue forth the sum of ten thousand pounds in bills

of credit of the last tenor and date, now lying in his hands and received

for taxes, impost and excise, which shall pass in all publick payments
equal to other new-tenor bills emitted since one thousand seven hundred
and forty ; or, if there be not a sufficiency of such bills, that then the

committee already appointed for signing bills, are hereby directed and
impowered to take care and make effectual p/ovision, as soon as may
be, to imprint the said bills, or so many as may be needed to compleat
the said sum, and to sign and deliver the same to the treasurer, taking

his receipt for the same ; and the committee shall be under oath for the

faithful performance of the trust by this act reposed in them ; and the

said sum of ten thousand pounds shall be issued out of the publick

treasury for the necessary service of the intended expedition to Canada,
pursuant to such grants as are or shall be made for that purpose.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That if there be a surplusage in the sum appropriated

as aforesaid, such surplusage shall l[y][^']e in the hands of the treas-

urer for the farther order of this court.

And as a fund and security for drawing the said sum of ten thousand
pounds into the treasury again,

—

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That there be and hereby is granted unto his most excel-

lent majesty, for the ends and uses aforesaid, a tax of five thousand
pounds, to be lev [3^] [Qed on polls, and estates both real and personal,

within this province, according to such rules, and in such proportions

on the several towns and districts within the same, as shall be agreed

upon and ordered by this court at their session in May, one thousand
seven hundred and, fortj-'Seven, and paid into the publick treasury on
or before the last da}^ of December then next after.

And as a further fund and security for drawing the said sum of ten

thousand pounds into the treasury again,

—

Be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That there be and hereby is granted unto his most excel-

lent majesty, for the ends and uses aforesaid, a tax of five thousand
pounds, to be lev[y][^!]ed on polls, and estates both real and personal,

within this province, according to such rules, and in such proportions on
the several towns and districts within the same, as shall be agreed upon
and ordered by this court at their session in May, one thousand seven

hundred and forty-eight, and paid into the publick treasury on or before

the last day of December then next after.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 5.] That in case the general court shall not, at their sessions

in Ma}', one thousand seven hundred and forty-seven, and one thousand
seven hundred and fort^'-eight, agree and conclude upon an act appor-


