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ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON the Sixth day of November, A. D. 1746.

CHAPTER 15.

AN ACT FOE, MAKING THE TOWN OF TAUNTON THE SHIRE OR COUNTY
TOWN OF THE COUNTY OF BRISTOL, INSTEAD OF THE TOWN OF
BRISTOL, AND FOR REMOVING THE BOOKS OF RECORDS, AND PAPERS,
OF THE COUNTY OF BRISTOL, THAT ARE IN THE TOWN OF BRISTOL,
TO THE SAID TOWN OF TAUNTON.

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and House of Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the thirteenth day of November, in Taunton made

the 3"ear of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and forty-sis, the
the'shtre'town*^

town of Taunton shall be and hereby is made and established the county in the county of

or shire town of the county of Bristol, instead of the town of Bristol,
^"^*°'-

Courts to bG
and that the superiour court of judicature, court of assize and general hereafter kept

goal delivery, and the court of general sessions of the peace, and inferiour ^* Taunton,

court of common pleas, which by law were heretofore to be held and kept
at the said town of Bristol for the said county, shall forever hereafter be
held and kept at the said town of Taunton, within and for said county,

on such days respectively, from time to time, as are now by law estab-

lished for said county, and for the same respective ends and purposes,

and with the same authority, respectively, as, heretofore, the said courts

were held and kept in the town of Bristol ; and all causes, suits and Actions depend-

actions depending and to have been heard in the several courts in said and\ded at^"^*

town of Bristol, for said count)^, shall be heard and tr[y][i]ed at Taun- Taunton.

ton, by the said courts respectively, on the same days on which they

should have been heard and tried at Bristol before the passing of this act.

[Sect. 2.] And all writs, whether original or of execution, inform- Writs, &c.,

ations, presentments, venires for jurymen, and all other writings and to^Tauntwi".^^'^

instruments that by law were returnable to the several courts or offices

in Bristol, shall be and hereby are made returnable to the same courts

and offices, respectively, in the town of Taunton.
[Sect. 3.] And all the records and papers of the court of general Keeords, &c., to

sessions of the peace, inferiour court of common pleas, court of probate acmnmuteeand
of wills and for granting letters of administration, and of the register of conveyed to

TauDtOD
deeds, now in the said town of Bristol, shall be forthwith delivered to

George Leonard, Esq"^""^., Mr. Thomas Foster and John Shephard, Esq"^'^.,

or the major part of them, who shall cause them immediately to be con-

veyed to the said town of Taunton, and there safely deposited under the

care of the same persons as heretofore, or others, as the said committee

shall judge best, who shall serve in these offices with full power, and

shall give the same obligations and be under the like penalties as they

or others had or were under heretofore, until this court shall further

order, or others shall be duly appointed in their stead.

40



314 Province Laws.—1746-47. [Chap. 16.]

Sheriff directed
to convey .

prisoners to
Taunton.

[Sect. 4.] And the said committee are also directed to demand
and receive of the treasurer of said count}-, now living in the town of
Bristol, all money, records and papers to said county belonging, which
they are also directed to remove and deposit at Taunton, in the same
manner as is before directed concerning the records and papers to the
said courts belonging ; and the several clerks, treasurer, register, and
all other persons who are possessed of any records, books, papers,
money or other things belonging to said count}' (such person or persons
living now in said town of Bristol), are hereby impowered and required
to deliver them forthwith to the said committee,

[Sect. 5.] And the sheriff of the said county is hereb}^ directed to

cause all prisoners now in his majesty's goal in the count}^ of Bristol, to

be conveyed to said town of Taunton, and there put under safe custody,

in some proper place to be kept for that purpose, 'till said county
shall provide a proper goal in said town of Taunton, or 'till they shall

be delivered by due course of law. [PassecZ November 13
;
puhlislied

November 14.

CHAPTER 16.

AN ACT FOR SUPPLYING THE TREASURY WITH THE SUM OF TWENTY
THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED POUNDS, FOR DISCHARGING THE PUBLICK
DEBTS, &c[A]., AND FOR DRAWING IN THE SAID BILLS INTO THE TREAS-
URY AGAIN.

£22,200 bills of
credit to be
emitted.

£5,000 for wagea
at Castle.Will-
iani and other
garrisons, &c.

£12,000 for put-
ting the prov-
ince into a bet-
ter posture of
defence, &c.

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and House of JRej^resentatives,

[Sect. 1.] That the treasurer be and hereby is impowered and or-

dered to emit and issue forth the sum of twenty thousand two hundred
pounds in bills of credit of the last tenor and date, now Ij'ing in his

hands, and received in for taxes, impost, and excise, which shall pass in

all publick payments, equal to other new-tenor bills emitted since one
thousand seven hundred and forty ; or, if there shall not be a sufficiency

of such bills, that then the committee appointed by this court for signing

bills are hereby directed and impowered to take care and make effect-

ual provision, as soon as may be, to imprint the said bills, or so many
as may be needed to compleat the said sum, and to sign and deliver

the same to the treasurer, taking his receipt for the same ; and the said

committee shall be under oath for the faithful [1] performance of the

trust by this act reposed in them. And the said sum of twenty thousand
two hundred pounds shall be issued out of the treasmy in manner and
for the purposes following ; viz'^'^., the sum of five thousand pounds,
pai't of the aforesaid sum of twenty thousand two hundred pounds,

shall be applied for the payment of wages that now are, or hereafter

may be, due by virtue of the establishment of Castle William, Fred-

erick Fort, Richmond Fort, George's Truck-house, Saco Truck-house,

Brunswick Fort, the sloop in the country's service, and the commis-
sary's usual disbursements ; and the sum of twelve thousand pounds,

part of the aforesaid sum of twenty thousand two hundred pounds, shall

be applied for putting the province into a better posture of defence, for

compleating the repairs at Castle William and other forts, for paying
off such officers and soldiers as have done service for the province,

whose wages are now due, and for such officers and soldiers as are or

ma}' be in the province service, according to the several establishments

for that purpose, for purchasing all needful[l] warlike stores for the

several forts and garrisons within this province, pursuant to such grants


