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Limitation.

tion of the freeholders emploj^'d in making snch new partition, or the

major part of them.
[Sect. 6.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of

seven years from the publication thereof, and no longer. {^Passed Feb-

ruary 1
;
published February 2, 1748-49.

CHAPTER 13.

AN ACT TO PREVENT DAMAGE BEING DONE ON THE BEACH AND
MEADOWS IN PLYMOUTH, ADJOINING TO SAID BEACH, COMMONLY
KNOWN BY THE NAME OF PLYMOUTH BEACH.

Preamble.

No neat cattle,

horses, or sheep
to be turned on
Plymouth beach
or meadows.

Penalty.

Creatures
turned on said
beach, &c., to

be impounded.

Owners thereof
to pay a fine

and cost of
relieving.

Creatures to be
sold, in case.

Whereas persons frequentl}' drive numbers of neat cattle, horses

and sheep, to feed upon Ph'mouth Beach and the meadows adjoining to

said beach, whereby the said beach is much broken, and the sea breaks

over it and carries the sand into the harbour and upon the meadows
;

and there is great danger, if such practices are not prevented, tliat the

harbours in said town will be intirely ruined, and the meadows within

said beach utterly spoiled, to the great damage of the owners thereof,

—

Be it enacted by the Govemour, Council and House of Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the publication of this act, no per-

son or persons shall presume to turn or drive on any neat cattle, horse-

kind or sheep, upon the beach called Plymouth Beach, or upon the

meadows adjoining, upon the penalty of ten shillings a head for neat

cattle or horses, and three shillings for each sheep, that shall be turned

or found on said beach or meadows ; which penalty shall be recovered

by the selectmen or town treasurer of said town of Plj'mouth, or any
other person that shall inform or sue for the same : the one half of said

forfeiture to him or them that shall inform or sue for the same, the other

half to be to and for the use of the poor of said town of Plymouth.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That if any neat cattle, horse-kind or sheep shall, at any-

time, be found feeding on said beach, meadows or shores adjoining to

said beach, that it shall and ma}' be lawful for anj' person to inapound

the same, immediately giving notice to the owner or owners of the same,

if known, otherwise to givepublick notice thereof in said town of Plym-
outh ; and the impounder shall relieve said creatures with suitable meat

and water while im[)ounded ; and if the owner thereof appear, he shall

pay two shillings and sixpence for each neat beast or horse-kind, and
eightpence for each sheep, and the reasonable cost of relieving them,

besides the ponnd-keeper's fees. And if no owner appear within the

space of three days to redeem the said cattle, horse-kind or sheep so

impounded, and to pay the cost and damage occasioned by impounding

the same, then and in every such case the person or persons impound-

ing such cattle, horse-kind or sheep, shall cause the same to be sold at

publick vendue, and pay the cost and charges arising about the same
(publick notice of the time and place of such sale being given in the said

town of Plymouth and the two neighbouring towns, forty-eight hours be-

forehand),"^ and the overplus, if any there be, arising by such sale, to be

returned to the owner or owners of such cattle, horse-kind or sheep, at

any time within two months next after such sale, upon his demanding

the same ; but if no owner appears within said two months, then the

said overplus shall be one half to the person impounding, and the other

half to be returned to the town treasurer of said town of Plymouth, for

the use of the poor of said town.
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Provided,—
[Sect. 3.] That nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent Proyiao.

an}' of the owner or owners of said beach or meadows, or an}' improving

under them, from turning on their liorses they ride, or cattle improved

in their teams, to feed on said beach or meadows, while they are cutting

or carting their hay off said beach or meadows adjoining.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That the said town of Plymouth, at their meeting in officers to be

March, annually, for the choice of town officers, be authorized and im- thifacV°^^^

powered to chose one or more meet person or persons whose duty it executed,

shall be to see this act observed, and to prosecute the breakers thereof,

who shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of their office ; and in case Penalty for

any person so chosen shall refuse to be sworn, he shall forfeit and pay oatiT"^'
^

the sum of twenty shillings for the use of the poor of the town of

Plymouth ; and upon said refusal, said town may, from time to time,

proceed to a new choice of such officer or officers : and said town of

Plymouth, at a town meeting warned for that purpose, may at any

time choose such officers, who shall continue 'till their annual meeting

in March next.

[Sect. 5.] This act to continue and be in force for the space of Limitation,

seven years from the publication thereof, and no longer. [^Passed Jan-

uary 24
;
x^ablished February 2, 1748-49.

CHAPTER 14.

AN ACT TO PREVENT DAMAGE BY FIRE IN THE TOWNS OF BOSTON
AND CHARLESTOWN.

"Whereas great damage has many times arisen from fires which have preamble.

begun iu sailmakers' and riggers' lofts, and spread to the buildings

adjacent,

—

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and House of Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the first day of September, which Saiimakers*

shall be in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and forty-
!,°,d®cha'^°e^s.°'*

nine, it shall not be lawful for any person to occupy or improve any town to be

^ 1 -1 T 1 ^ •
i. i> ii i. <• T-> i-

allowed of by
tenement or building whatsoever, iii any part ot the towns of iJoston uie selectmen.

or Cliarlestown, for the business or employment of a sailmaker or rig-

ger, save only in such parts of the town as the selectmen of the said

towns, respectively, or the major part of them, shall determine conve-

nient,—such determination to be certified under the hand of the town
clerk.

[Sect. 2.] And if any person shall offend against this act, he shall Penalty for

forfeit and pay the sum of twenty pounds for every six months, and so
°*^®"'^'"^-

in proportion for a greater or less time, he shall so occupy or improve
any tenement or building that shall not be licensed or allowed as afore-

said ; one half thereof to and for the use of the poor of the town of

Boston or Charlestown, respectively, the other half to him or them that

shall inform and sue for the same,—to be recovered before the court of

general sessions of the peace for the county where the offence shall

be committed.
[Sect. 3.] This act to continue and be in force until the first day of Limitation.

September, one thousand seven hundred and fifty-two, and no longei-.

\_Passed January 31 ; published February 2, 1748-49.


