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Two justices

empowered to

adjourn a court upon special occasions," any two of his majesty's jus-

tices of the superiour court of judicature, &c^"^., and inferiour court of
common pleas, respectively, whenever such courts, by any providential,

necessary and unavoidable let or hindrance of their attendance, cannot
be held and kept on the day by law appointed for holding the same, are

impow[e]red, by writ under their hands and seals, directed to the
sheriff of the county, to adjourn such court unto a fmlher day ; but no
provision is made in and by said act for any further adjournment, which
may be found necessary for the same reasons,

—

JBe it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour, Council and House
of Representatives,

[Sect. 1.] That when and so often as it shall happen that either of

fNcijourna'com-t the Said courts cannot, for any of the reasons mentioned in the said act,

jo^urnment'ilf' ^® ^^^^ ^"^^ ^^P^ ^^ ^^® ^^^ ^^ which, by virtue of the aforesaid act, the
case. same may have been adjourned, or on any day to which the justices of

the respective courts, at their session, may have adjourned the same, or

on any day to which the same may be adjourned by the general court,

it shall and msCy be lawful for any two of the justices of such court, in

like manner as in the said act is mentioned, to adjourn the same to some
further day ; and the sheriff, upon receipt of such justice's writ for that

purpose, shall conform himself to the directions of the former law.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That whenever, by reason of any extraordinary let or

hindrance, such two justices cannot, without extream difficulty, transmit

any writ for the adjournment of such court, to the sheriff, they may cause
a notifiofttion of such adjournm[e?i]t or adjournments to be posted up
on the house where the court was to have been held, and at such other

publick places as they may judge most suitable to give speedy notice

thereof to the county ; and such adjournment shall be adjudged good to

all intents and purposes. \^Passed January 22
;
published February

26, 1749-50.

Manner of noti-
fying such ad-
journments.

CHAPTER 11.

AN ACT TO ALLOW THE TOWN OF SWANZEY, IN THE COUNTY OF BRIS-
TOL, TO SET UP AND CARRY ON A LOTTERY FOR THE REBUILDING
AND KEEPING IN REPAIR MILES' BRIDGE, IN SAID TOWN.

Preamble. "Whereas by a law of this province made in the sixth year of the

1719-20, chap. 8. rcigu of his late majesty King George the First, intitled " An Act to

1732-33, chap. 14. supprcss lotteries"; and another law made in the sixth year of his

present mnjesty's reign, in addition to the aforesaid act, the setting up
or carrying on lotteries are suppressed, unless allowed by act of parlia-

ment or law of this province ; and whereas the said town of Swanzey
have represented their inability of rebuilding and keeping in repair the

great bridge and causeway in said town, called Miles' Bridge, by reason

great part of said town is taken off to Rhode Island by the late settle-

ment of the boundary-line betwixt the two governments, and pray the

allowance of setting up and carrying on a lottery in said town for that

purpose,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant- Governour, Council and House

of Representatives,
Town of Swan. rSECT. 1.1 That the Said town of Swanzey be and hereby is allowed
zov cmpowGrGQ l j %j ^

to'have a lottery and authorized to set up and carry on a lottery within said town, for

mies'^Brid'fe. ^^® "^® ^^'^ purpose aforesaid, of the amount of twenty-five thousand

pounds, old tenor, drawing out of each prize ten per cent., and said
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town be impow[e]red to make rules for the regular and practicable pro-

ceeding in said afi'air, and to appoint times and places, and meet persons

for managers therein, who shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of

their trust.

And in order to prevent any bubble or cheat's happening to the pur-

chasers or drawers of the tickets,

—

Be it fartiter enacted^

[Sect. 2.] That said Swanzey shall be answerable to the purchasers TownofSwan.

or drawers of the tickets for any deficiency or misconduct of the man- gw^raWeforany
agers, according to the true intent of lotteries. [^Passed December 11, deficiency or

1749
;
published January 9, 1749-50. ment.''"'*^'^"

CHAPTER 12.

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE UNNECESSARY DESTRUCTION OF ALEWIVES
IN THE TOWN OF MIDDLEBOROUGH.

Whereas there are great quantities of the fish called alewives, that Preamble,

pass up the rivers and brooks in the town of Middleborough to cast 1745-46, chap. 20.

their spawn ; and notwithstanding the penalties annexed to the many
good and wholesome laws of this province already made to prevent the

destruction of alewives, yet many ill-minded and disorderly persons are

not deterred therefrom,

—

Be it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant-Governour,
.
Council and

Hotise of Represeyitatives,

[Sect. 1.] That whoever shall presume to take any of the said Places where

fish in the afores[c«"]d rivers or brooks, or any part thereof, by any be'^taken!'^^

ways or means whatever, at any other place than at the old Stone
Ware, so called, in Namasket River in said town, and at such place in

the brook called Assawampset[i] Brook, in said town, as the inhabitants

thereof shall vote and order, such person shall forfeit the sum of forty

shillings ; and the scoop-net or other instruments with which such per-

son may take the said fish, shall be forfeited.

And ivhereas some persons who ma}' disguise themselves, and others Preamble,

who may be unknown, may take or attempt to take the said fish at

other places than at the aforesaid Stone Ware and Assawampsett Brook,
and may refuse to discover their names, places of abode and occupa-
tions, by which means the prosecution of such offenders may be pre-

vented, and the good design of this act be defeated ; and there being
some passages of said rivers and brooks that are much narrower than
others, and by reason thereof the course of the said fish may be more
easily stofiped by canoes and other obstructions,

—

Be it therefore further enacted,

[Sect. 2.] That if any person or persons, who maybe unknown, Pejiaity for tak.

shall take or attempt to take any of the aforesaid fish in any other part piaceL
^°° ®

of said rivers and brooks than those before mentioned, it shall be in the

power of any of his majesty's justices of the peace of the county of

Pi[i][^/]month, on his own view, to examine such person or persons
^

concerning their names, places of abode and occupations; or in case

no justice of the peace may be present, then it shall be lawful for any
sheriff or deputy sheriff of said count}', or constable of the aforesaid

town, or two or more persons who may be present at their so taking or

attempting to take the said fish, to conve}' such offender immediately

before any of his majesty's justices of the peace for the said county, to

be examined as aforesaid ; and on such offender's refusal to give an


