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moneys for carrying on and defraying of the charges arising by the
war, upon the credit of said assessments,

—

JBe it therefore ordered and enacted, by the Governour, Council and
Representatives convciied in General Assemhly, and it is hereby ordered
and enacted by the authority of the same.
That all and every constable and constables or other collectors within

the respective towns and villages within this province, who at any time
since the said first day of October, one thousand six hundred eighty-
nine, have had any of the publick assessments granted as aforesaid com-
mitted unto them, or any of them, to collect and pay in as aforesaid,

who have not perfected their said collections and adjusted and issued
their accounts thereof Avith the respective treasurers as by order of court
or warrant they are directed, be and are hereby fully authorized and
impowred to collect and gather in the arrearages of all such publick
taxes and assessments, and to do and execute therein all and whatso-
ever shall or may be needful for the eflectual pursuing of the same as

by order or warrant they might at any time heretofore have lawfully
done by such rules, methods and directions of law as have lately been
used and in force, the dismissing of any such person or persons from
his or their office of constable or any alteration of the government since

made notwithstanding. And all and every such constables or col-

lectors are likewise enjoyned and required to make up, settle and adjust

their accompts and payments of all publick assessments committed unto
them as aforesaid, with the respective treasurers or receivers, as per
order or warrant they are directed, on or before the first day of
November next after the date hereof. And in case any constable or
collector shall neglect and fliil of perfonning his duty in this behalf, that

then the sherifi" of the county, by warrant from the treasurer, shall

levy all such arrears by distress and sale of goods of such defective

constable or collector, returning the overplus (if any be). And if no
goods can be found, then to take the body of such constable or collector

and commit him to prison. And all such constables or collectors, where
the defect doth not happen through their own default, shall be relieved

by the town, and the selectmen are to make due provision for the same.

[Passed June 14 ;
ptd)lished Jxme 28.

CHAPTER 3.

AN ACT FOR COLLECTING THE AREEAES OF TOWN AND COUNTY RATES.

Whereas, several taxes or assessments, necessary for the support of

the ministry and other jDublick charges arising in the several counties

and towns within this province, have been laid upon the inhabitants,

and orderly committed to the constables or collectors by the select-

men or assessors in the several towns, since the first day of May, in the

year one thousand six hundred eighty and nine, and in many places

remains uncollected and unpaid in whole or in part,

—

JBe it therefore ordered and enacted, by His Excellency the Governour,

Council and Hepresentatives in General Assembly, and by the authority

of the same it is enacted,

[Sect. 1.] That all such constables and collectors be authorized

and required, and are hereby authorized and required to collect all such

rates or assessments so committed to him or them that remain yet

uncollected, and to pay the same unto the county treasurer in each

county respectively, or selectmen [in] being in each town respectively

where they were made, and to be improved to the use or uses for
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the which they were granted ; and to finish their accompts with them at

or befoi-e the tenth day of December next ensuing, on penalty of forty

shillings per month for every mouth's default after the said tenth day
of December, to be recovered by the county treasurer or selectmen

resj^ectively of any such defective constables or collectors at any court

of pleas in the same county. And where any constables or collectors

are dead, or removed, and the assessments committed to them remain

uncollected, or any part thereof, the selectmen are impowred and
required to depute meet persons to collect the same ; and the persons

so deputed are required to collect what so remains, and to pay the

same accordingly.

And it is further ordered^

[Sect. 2.] That in any county, town or towns where such tax or

taxes have been agreed on since the said first day of May, and not

assessed upon the inhabitants, the selectmen of the several towns are

hereby required forthwith to make such rates or assessments, and com-
mit them with warrant to their constables, on the like penalty of forty

shillings, money, for every month's defect, and to cause them to be
collected, accompted for and paid as aforesaid. \^jPassed June 17

;

published June 28.

CHAPTER 4.

AN ACT FOR THE GRANTING TO THEIR MAJESTIES AN ASSESSMENT UPON
POLLS AND ESTATES.

We their majesties' loyal and dutiful subjects, the rei^resentatives of

their majesties' province of the Massachusetts Bay in New England,
convened in general assembly, being sensible of the necessity of raising

moneys for the defence of their majesties' subjects and interests, and
prosecution of the war against their French and Indian enemies, and
for the defraying of other the publick charges of the province, do unani-
mously and chearfully grant unto their most excellent majesties, their

heirs and successors, to the end and intents aforesaid, a rate or tax to

be assessed upon the freeholders, inhabitants and other their majesties'

subjects resident within the said province, in manner as is hereafter

expressed, to be paid in money, or to the satisfaction of the treasurer,

and pray that it may be enacted,

—

And be it accordingly enacted^ by the Governor, Council and Represen-
tatives, convened in General Assembly, and it is enacted and ordained
by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That the treasurer do forthwith send forth his warrants
to the selectmen of each town within this province, requiring the said

selectmen to cause the inhabitants of such town to meet together some
time in the month of July next, who being so assembled are required

to choose one of their freeholders to be a commissioner for said town,
which commissioner, together with the selectmen, within the month of
August following shall make a true list of all the male persons in [the'\

said town from sixteen years old and upwards, and a true estimation
of the just yearly value and income, so near as they can by all lawful
means which they may use, of all estates real and personal, being or
reputed to be the estate of all and every the persons in the same town,
or under their custody or management ; all which persons and estates

are b}- the said commissioner and selectmen to be taxed and assessed
as followeth ; viz., Every person aforesaid at ten shillings by the poll

(except the members of the council, settled ministers, and grammar


