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of Rome, may be deposed or mm'dered by their subjects, or any other

whatsoever. And I do declare that no foreign prince, person, pre-

late, state or potentate hath, or ought to have any power, jurisdiction,

superiority, preheminence or authority, ecclesiastical or spiritual, withia

the realm of England, or any of their majesties' dominions. [^Passed

November 18.

•'—read and approved ; But their Lops* observing that by this Act no person entering upon
publick offices for the future is obliged to take the said Oath, agree that notice be tal?en hereof
to the Governor and Councill that some further provision may be made herein."

—

Votz of the

Comviiitee of Trade on the reiiort of the Attorney-General, 29 March, 1695.

CHAPTER 35.

AN ACT FOR THE ESTABLISHING OF FORMS OF OATHS.

£e it declared and enacted, by the Governour, Counciland Mepresen-

tatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same.

That the several forms of oaths hereunder written be and are hereby
established to be given and administred unto the respective officers for

whom they are aj^pointed, as followeth :

Conncillor'a
You, A B, being chosen and admitted of tteir majesties' council witMn this

oath. their province, do swear by the everliving God, that you will to the best of your

judgment at all times freely give your advice to the governour, for the good man-
agement of the publick afiairs of this government, and that you will not directly

nor indirectly reveal such matters as shall be debated in council and committed

to your secrecy, but will in all things be a true and faithful counsellor when you
are thereunto required. So help you God.

Justice ofpeace You, A B, [do] swear, that as justice of the peace in the county of S, accord-
oath, ing to the commission given you, you shall dispense justice equally and impar-
4^^^^' *^^' tially in all cases, and do equal right to the poor and to the rich after your cun-

ning, wit and power, and according to law ; and you shall not be of council in

any quarrel that shall come before you. You shall not let for gift or other cause,

but well and truly you shall do your office of justice of the peace in that behalf,

taking only appointed fees ; and you shall not direct or cause to be directed any
warrant (by you to be made) to the parties, but you shall direct your warrant to

the sheriff, his under-sheriff or deputy, [constables] tythingmen, or other officers

proper for the execution of the same in the county. And this you shall do with-

out favor or respect to persons. So help you God.

Sheriff's or mar- You swear, that you will well and truly serve the king and queen's majesties in
shall's_ oath,

^}jg office of the sheriff of the county of S. and do the king and queen's profit in

dis,
** ^^ ^^'

all things that belongeth to j'ou to do by way of your office, as far forth as you
can or may, you shall truly keep the king and queen's rights and all that belongs

to the crown
;
you shall not respite the king and queen's debts for any gift or

favour, where you may raise them without great grievance of the debtors
;
you

shall truly and uprightly treat the people of your sheriffwick, and do right as well

to poor as to rich in all that belongeth to your office
;
you shall do no wrong to

any man for any gift or other behest or promise of goods, for favour nor hate

;

you shall disturb no man's right
;
you shall truly acquit at the treasury all those

of whom you shall anything receive of their majesties' debts
;
you shall nothing

take whereby their majesties may lose, or whereby the right may be letted or dis-

turbed or their majesties delayed
;
you shall truly return and truly serve all their

majesties' writs as far forth as shall be to your cunning
;
you shall take no bayliff

into your service but such as you will answer for, and of true and sufficient men
in the county, and shall cause each of your bayliffs to make such oath as you make
yourself in that belongeth to their occupation. And over this in eschewing and
restraint of the manslaughters, robberies and other manifold grievous offences that

be done daily, all these things you shall truly observe and keep as God help you.

* Lordships.
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Whereas you, A B, are cliosen constable within the town of C for one year constable's
now following, and until other be chosen and sworn in your place, you do swear, oath,

that you will carefully intend the preservation of the peace, the discovery and
preventing all attempts against the same, that you will duly execute all warrants
which shall be sent unto you from laAvful authority and faithfully attend all such
directions in the laws and orders of court as are or shall be committed to your
care, that you will faithfully and with what speed you can collect and levy all

such fines, distresses, rates, assessments and sums of money for which you shall

have sufficient warrants according to law, rendring an accompt thereof and pay-
ing in the same according to the direction in your warrant. And with like ftiith-

fulness, speed and diligence will serve all writs, executions and distresses in pri-

vate causes betwixt party and party, and make returns thereof duly into the same
court where they are returnable. And in all these things you shall deal seriously

and faithfully whilst you shall be in office without any sinister respects of favour

or displeasure. So help you God.

You as foreman of this inquest for the body of this county of S., you shall dill- Grandjuror's
gently enquire and a true presentment make of all such matters and things as oath

shall be given you in charge, the king and queen's majesties' counsel, your fellows'

and your own you shall keep secret
;
you shall present no man for envy, hatred

or malice, neither shall you leave any man unpresented for love, fear, favour or
affection, or hope of reward, but you shall present things truly as they come to

your knowledge, according to the best of your understanding. So help you God.

The same oath which your foreman hath taken on his part, you and every of
you on your behalf shall well and truly observe and keep. So help you God.

You shall well and truly try and true deliverance make between our sovereign petit juror'a

lord and lady, the king and queen, and the prisoners at the bar, whom you shall oath, 5 Gray,

have in charge according to your evidence. So help you God. ^^^'

You swear, that in all causes between party and party that shall be committed Juror's oath in

unto you, you will give a true verdict therein according to law and the evidence civil cases.

given you. So help you God.

You swear, that in the office of town clerk within the town of B, whereto Town clerk's

you are chosen, you will diligently and faithfully attend and discharge the duty oath,

of your place and duly observe the directions of the law in all things whereto
your office hath relation and thereby committed to your care and trust. So help
you God.

You swear, that you will from time to time diligently and faithfully discharge oath of leather
and execute the office of within the limits whereto sealer, clerk of

you are appointed for the ensuing year, and until another be chosen in your
ie^,^flsh*^*'

*^"'"

place, and that in and by all the particulars mentioned in the laws whereto packer, gager,

your office hath relation, and that you will do therein impartially according to mutatis mutan-

law without fear or favour. So help you God. \_Passed November 25
;
published

*®'

December 9.

CHAPTER 36.

AN ACT FOR THE ESTABLISHING OF PRESIDENTS AND FORMS OF WRITTS,
AND PROCESSES.

JBe it enacted and declared hy the Governour, Council and Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same.
That the several forms of writts and processes here underwritten bo Disallowed by

and hereby are estabUshed to be the forms to be observed by the re- ^1*1*^ ^'^^^^22°'^'^'

spective officers that are or shall be appointed and impowred to grant 1095. °

the same :—


