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ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON the Second day of March, A.D. 1692-3.

CHAPTEK 49.

AN ACT FOR THE PROPORTIONING AND SETLlNG OF THE TAX OR ASSESS-
MENT OF THIRTY THOUSAND POUNDS GRANTED UNTO THEIR MAJES-
TIES.

Whereas the commissioners of the respective comities, in pursuance
See chapters 4 of the act entitulecl "An Act for regulating the former Assessment
andu, ante.

^^^^^ f^^. granting an additional supply of Money," made at the second
sessions of this court, have met in Boston, as a committee, and taken an
account of the sum total of the lists laid before them of each town
respectively, and made a further addition to the several sums of each
list, as near as they judged proportionably (including the sum already

returned unto the treasurer, for which his warrants are gone forth),

towards making np the sum of thirty thousand pounds granted upon
the whole province ; upon consideration had of the return made by the
said committee,

—

Tt is declared and enacted by the Govemour., Council and JRepresen-

tatives in General Cotirt assembled, and by the authority of the same,
[Sect, 1.] That the additions made by the said committee, as well

on jjolls as estates, according to their report, be and hereby are approved
of and accepted as a regulation of said assessment in compliance with
said act, and that the treasurer forthwith issue out his warrants,

together with the said lists returned from the several towns, to the con-

stables or collectors appointed within the respective towns, to collect

and pay in the siim in each list respectively mentioned, by the first day
of May next, as by the act is directed; and for- such towns and i)laces

as have omitted to return the list of their assessments, the treasurer is

impowred to send his Avarrants to the selectmen and town commis-
sioner, to assess the polls and estates, Avithin said town or place, the sum
proposed by the said committee for said toAvn's proportion of said tax,

in manner and according to the rules set doAvn in the act for regulation

of the same and in this j^resent act, saA^ing a liberty to such toAvns, only,

to apply to the general assembly, at their next sessions, for an ease and
abatement of the sum proposed by the committee and set upon said

toAvns respectively, they returning a true list in the mean time and
making it api)car that they have l^een overdone.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That the treasurer do likcAvise send out his Avarrant to

the selectmen and town commissioner of each town, respectively, Avithin

the proAnnce, fortliAvith to assess and proportion the additional sum
returned by the aforesaid committee to compleat the said tax remaining
to such toAvn, after subduction of the respective sums of both the lists

of said toAvn,—as Avell that formerly returned for the first part of said tax
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as their present list,—the said remainder to be assessed upon the estate

lying within such town, according to the rules prescribed by the before

recited act, only taking in such polls as formerly were omitted (polls to

be assessed but at twenty shillings per poll upon the whole tax) ; and
the lists so made to return unto the treasurer at or before the last day
of May next, who is hereby impowred, upon receipt thereof, to grant

forth his warrants, as aforesaid, for collecting and paying in the same to

their majesties' treasury of this their province, by the first day of Feb-
ruary next ensuing, in the year one thousand six hundred ninety and
three.

Provided, nevertheless, and it is further enacted and declared hy the

authority aforesaid,

[Sect, s!] That neither the rules and directions for the making the

said tax and assessment prescribed by this present act, or any former

act in any wise relating to said assessment, nor any of them, nor the

proportioning of the said tax or assessment upon the several towns,
shall hereafter be drawn into jDresident or example as a rule or propor-

tion for the future raising of money, but is, from necessity, consented
unto for this time only and no other, anything in this or any other act

contained, or to be from thence drawn or implyed to intend the con-
trary in any wise notwithstanding. \_Passed March 17, 1692-3.

Notes. "—not being versed in law, I have depended upon the Lieut. Gov who is appointed
Judge of y" Courts, to see that they be exactly agreeable to the lawes of England, and not
repugnant in any part : if there be any error I know it will not escape your observacon and
desire a check may bee given for what maybe amisse."

—

Letter from Gov. PhijJS to the Earl of
Nottingham, Feb.'20, 1692-3.

Chap. 11. This act being analogous to the Declaration of Rights in the Constitution of this

Commonwealth has been divided into articles and numbered, in conformit}' to the method there
adopted.

" Two laws not only mark the spirit of the people but were probably the cause of the most
lasting consequences:

—

[Chap. 14.] That for the distribution of intestate estates gave the same equal payment to all

[the intestate's] creditors and the same equal share to all his children except the elder's right

to a double share.

[ Chap. 29.] That subjecting the land of the deceased to the payment of everj' debt, while
the equit}' of its provisions did honor to the province, evinced a very dissimilar spirit from that
of the colonies of the south. To these salutar}' regulations much of the populousness and of
the commerce of the Massachusetts is owing."

—

Chalmers', unpullished, MS. continuation of
his Polit. Annals, in library of Mass. Historical Society.

Chap. 14. "DocenT 10, 1723. In Council; Upon a Question moved upon the Law of this

Province made in the fourth Year of King William & Queen Mary Entituled An Act for the
Settlement & Distribution of the estates of Intestates, "Whether such Estates as are or may be
entailed by an Entail General; Viz., To the Heirs of the Bodjr lawfully begotten,—are, by
Vertue of the Said Law, Subject to the Same Division or Distribution, as estates in Fee Simple
Intestate, & ouglit accordingly to descend to& be Divided among all the Children of the Tenant
In Tail, Saving only to the Eldest Son a double Portion ? Resolved in the Negative. In the
House of Represent'" Read, & Resolved that the Resolving of this Question will not be of any
Service to the Pro-vance."

—

Records of the Govei-nor and Council, vol. XII., j}- 101.

Chap. 22. "June 22nd, 1704. The following resolves were drawn up and passed :

—

Whereas a doubt or question hath been moved upon the first paragraph of the Act for the
better observation of the Lord's Day; viz.,

—

Whether the penalty therein expressed extends to both parts of the s'' paragraph ?

Resolved that the said penalty or fine of five shillings extends to both parts of the said para-
graph and is so to be understood, and,

—

Further, Resolved that by the power of restraint given by the latter paragraph of the said Act,
such restraint is intended and to be understood of imprisonment not exceeding the space of
twelve hours, by sitting in the Cage or Stocks not exceeding three hours, upon any that shall

presumptuously and obstinately offend in anj' of the particulars or articles therein enumerated
contrary' to any admonition given by any justice of the peace, constable, tything man or other
officer.

Which resolves being sent down to the Representatives was returned with the concurrence of
that House thereon. Consented to: J.DUDLEY."
—Ibid., vol. VIII., p. 62.

Chap. 28. Sect. 4. " Dec. 2, 1720. A Question being moved upon the Paragraph which
relates to the Qualifications of Voters in Town Meetings in the Act for Regulating of Townships
& Choice of Town Officers made & Pass'd in the fourth Year of the Reign of King William the


