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How ta be
levied.

Grand juror's
allowance.

[Sect. 5.] And in case any person or persons sentenced to pay any
of the said tines or forfeitures shall neglect or refuse so to do, the same
shall be levied by distress and sale of the offender's goods or chattels,

by warrant from the court that aAvarded the same, to be signed by the

clerk of said court ; together with the incident charges arising for taking
such distress, according to the fees by law allowed for levying of execu-

tions, and two shillings for the warrant, to be paid unto the clerk that

granted the same.
[Sect. 6.] And all grand jurors shall be allowed by the county

treasurer the sum of two shillings per diem, each man, during their

attendance on any court, the time to be certified unto the county treas-

urer by the clerks of the respective courts. And no grand juror shall

be compelled to serve more than one year in three, nor any petit juror

more than at one court Avithin the compass of a year. [^Passed

March 8, 1694-5
;
published March 16, 1694-5.

CHAPTER 25.

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE DESERTING OF THE FRONTIERS.

Penalty on free-
holders being
inhabitants in
any frontier
that shall
desert.

Selectmen or
military officers

to certify the
same.

FoEASMUCH as since the beginning of this present war, very con-

siderable sums of money have been expended in the defence and for

preservation of the out towns and frontiers of this province, and in

regard it would greatly prejudice their majesties' interests and give

encouragement to the enemy, if any of those posts should be quitted, or

be exposed by lessening the strength thereof; for prevention wliereof,

—

£e it enacted by the Lieutenant Governour^ Council and Represen-

tatives^ in Genercil Court assembled, and hj the authority of the same,
[Sect. 1.] That no town or plantation lying frontier to the enemy,

by land, of which these hereafter named are to be accounted such

;

that is to say, Wells, Yorke, Kittery, Aimsbury, Haverhill, Dunstable,

Chelmsford, Groton, Lancaster, Marlborough and Deerfield, shall be
broken up, or voluntarily deserted, without application first made by
the inhabitants, and allowance had and obtained from the governour and
council, for then- drawing olf, if it appear to them that it may be of pub-

lick advantage, or that the place is not tenable ; nor shall any inhabi-

tant of any such frontier town or plantation, having an estate of freehold

in lands or tenements within the same, at the time of publishing this

act, remove from thence with intent to sojourn or inhabit elsewhere,

without special licence first had and obtained as aforesaid, on pain of

forfeiting all his estate in lands and tenements lying within the bounds
or precincts of such town or plantation, unto their majesties, to be dis-

posed by grant of the general assembly, and the produce thereof to

be imployed towards the defence of such town or plantation and
support of the garrisons Avithin the same, and not otherwise.

[Sect. 2.] And the selectmen or chief military oflicer or ofiicers of

such town or jolace, are hereby enjoyned and ordered to give notice by
certificate in Avriting, under their hands, into the clerk's ofiice of the

superiour court of judicature, of the removal of any such person or

persons as aforesaid. And the clerk, on receipt thereof, shall issue out

a scire facias, requiring the person or persons so removing to appear

at the next superiour court ofjudicature, to sit within the same county,

or otherwise at Boston, which shall first happen, to shew cause, if any
there be, why judgment should not be entred for the forfeiture, as by
this act is before directed. And in case any person, being lawfully

summoned, and oath thereof made by the oflicer, shall make default of
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appearance by himself or attourney, or not produce a licence from the

governour and council for his removal, judgment shall be entred

against him accordingly.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 3.] That every person able and fit for service who, at the Penalty on per-

beginning of this war, or at any time since, that was an inhabitant in gervice that

any frontier town or plantation not yet deserted, and has an estate of
|f*[^/y ^^^7^

freehold in lands or tenements within the same, and is removed into not, &c.

any other town or place in the parts ofNew England, shall, at or before

the first day of July next ensuing, return to such town or place from

whence he removed, and continue his abode there during the present

war, on pain of losing and forfeiting all his estate and rights in such

town or place, to be recovered, disposed and imployed in manner as

aforesaid ; unless such person shall, at or before the said first day of July

next ensuing, at his own cost and charge, procure and maintain an

able, sufiicient person, to the acceptance of the commission military

officers, to sojourn and abide in such town or plantation in his room,

and to perform all duty there with other the inhabitants, for the defence

of the same, or make reasonable excuse to the acceptance of the govern-

our and council why he hath not so done.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 4.] That no male person of sixteen years of age or upwards, Penalty on per-

being an inhabitant of or belonging to any of the said frontier towns
f°e"ehoidersthat

or plantations, and not having any lands or tenements in such town or shaU remove,

plantation, shall presume to remove from the same to sojourn or

remain elsewhere, during the present war, without special licence first

had and obtained from the governour and council, on pain of forfeiting

unto their majesties the sum of ten pounds, upon conviction of such

removal, before the justices at the general sessions of the peace in the

county where such town or plantation lyes, to be imployed towards the

charge of prosecuting the Avar. And the selectmen or chief military

officers of any town or plantation from which any such person shall

remove without licence as aforesaid, are hereby ordered and enjoyned

to send a certificate in Avi'iting, under their hands, of the removal of

such person, and time when, unto some of the next justices of the

peace, or to any other of their majesties' justices, where they shall be
informed such person may be found. And every justice of the peace,

respectively, unto whom such certificate or complaint shall be brought,

is hereby impowred and required to grant a warrent for the appre-

hending of such person, if he may be found within his precincts, and
conventing of him before hunselfj or some other of their majesties'

justices, who shall require sufficient security for such person's appear-

ance to answer for the same, at the next general sessions of the peace

to be holden for the same county from whence he did so remove, and
transmit the recognizeance so taken, unto the said court ; and in case justice, his

the party can find no such security, then to cause him to be conveyed at power to com-,,i*', _ 11*^ 11 1 -Tti? £ niit to prison
his own charge, Irom constable to constable, and carried beiore one oi where security

their majesties' justices within the county from w^hence he came, who is not given,

is impowred to commit such offii'nder unto the common goal of the

county, unless he can put in security as aforesaid. And if such person jjjg offender to

be convicted of the said offijnce, and ordered by the court to pay the
^'^^g'^^^^g^i^^^

fine or forfeiture aforesaid, and shall neglect or be iin.able to pay the otherwise un-

same, he shall be imployed in their majesties' service, as the commander- ^^^^•

in-chief shall direct, until by his service as aforesaid, he shall have fully

answered and satisfied the said forfeiture : jjfovided, this act and every

clause and article thereof shall continue in force unto the end of the

session of the general assembly to convene in May, one thousand six

hundred ninety-six (if the present war so long last), and no longer, nor

afterwards. \_Passed March 12, 1694-5
;
published March 16, 1694-5.


