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ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON the Twenty-ninth day of May, A.D. 1695.

CHAPTER 1.

AN ACT FOR CONTINUING CERTAIN RATES AND DUTIES OF IMPOST,
EXCISE AND TUNNAGE OF SHIPPING, AND REVIVING OF THE ACTS FOB
GRANTING THE SAME.

"We, liis majestie's dutiful subjects, the representatives of the prov-
ince of the Massachusetts Bay in New England, in general court assem-
bled, being duely sensible of the great charges and ex2>enccs which have
already risen, and are daily growing and inci-easing, for the defence of
his majestie's subjects and interests within this his province, and for the
more effectual prosecuting the present war against the French and other
his majestie's enemies, and for defreying the necessary and contingent
charges in and about the support of the government of the province

;

therefore, to the ends and intents aforesaid, may it be enacted,

—

And be it accordingly enacted hy the Lieutenant Governour^ Council
and Mepresentatives convened in General Court, arid hy the authority

of the samCy
[Sect. 1.] That the several imjDositions, rates and duties u23on all

wines, liquors, goods, wares and merchandizes that shall be imported
into this province, tunnage of shipping, and the duties of excise, granted
and enumerated in and by an act of the great and general court or
assembly, entituled " An Act for impost, excise and tunnage of ship- Acta of 1692-3,

ping," and by one other additional act for impost and excise, both made chaps- 5 and 21.

in the fourth year of the reign of his present Majesty and our late most
gracious sovereign lady Queen Mary of blessed memory ; and one other
act, entituled " An Act for the better collecting the impost and excise Acts of 1693,

and preventing frauds," made in the fifth year of their said majesties' *^^*P' ^•

reign ; and by one other act, entituled " An Act for the reviving and Acts of 1694-5,

continuing of the duties upon goods, impost, excise and tunnage of *^^^^" ^'

shipping, and the acts for granting of the same," made in the sixth year
of their said majesties' reign ; and the additional rates and duties of
impost upon wines, liquors, goods, wares, merchandizes and tunnage of
shipping, mentioned in an act entituled "An Act for granting unto Acts of i69i-5,

their majesties a tax on polls and estates, and additional duties of *''*'*P'
^'''

impost and tunnage of shipping," made in the seventh year of his pres-

ent majestie's reign, and continued unto the twenty-ninth day of this

present month of June, one thousand six hundred ninety-five ; be and
are hereby further granted and continued until the twenty-ninth day of
June, one thousand six hundred ninety-six, and no longer ; and that
the said several acts and all powers, provisions, penalties, articles and
clauses therein cont[ain][m2*]ed, other than what in any of them are
already altered or repealed, or that shall otherwise in this present act

be altered or provided for, shall continue and be of full force and effect
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until the said twenty-ninth day of June, one thousand six hundred
ninety-six ; and for and during that term shall be applied, practised and
executed for the raising, levying, collecting, answering and paying the
said rates and duties hereby continued, according to the tenor and
intent of this present act, as fully, to all intents and purposes, as if all

and every the clauses, matters and things in said acts or any of them
contained, had been again repeated in this act and particularly enacted

:

provided^ nevertheless^ anything in the said acts or any of them notwith-
standing, that from and after the said twenty-ninth day of this present
month of June, one thousand six hundi-ed ninety-five, there shall be
allowed a drawback of two-tliirds of the whole duties of impost for all

wines and liquors which shall be imi^orted after that time, and be again
exported within nine months next after the importation thereof, being
so made to appear.

Be it further enacted hy the authority aforesaid,

[Sect, 2.] That the owner, freighter, factor or other person unto
whom any goods, wares or merchandizes liable to the duties of impost
come consigned, shall by himself or servant make entry thereof in writ-

ing, under his hand, with the receiver.

[Sect. 3.] And that no wines, rhum or other liquors to be exported
out of this province, for which any drawback is by law to be allowed,
shall be laden or shipped off but by certificate first had for the same
from the receiver and in the presence of a waiter, who shall endorse the
shipping upon the certificate and return it into the office before the
drawback be allowed ; for which certificate the receiver shall be paid
sixpence, and the waiter for seeing the same shipt and endorsing it

shall be j^aid sixpence ; and no such certificate shall be granted before

the importer shall have made oath that the duties inward are paid and
secui'ed to be paid, nor before the shipper shall have made oath that

the wines, rhura or other liquors to be therein mentioned are to be
shipt bona fide, with intention to be exported, landed and sold out of
this i^rovince ; which oaths the commissioner or receiver is hereby
impowred to administer.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That the commissioner appointed or to be appointed for

managing and looking after the duties of impost, excise and tunnage of
shipping, by himself or his lawful substitute, may sue for and recover,

in any of his majestie's courts of record, or before any justice of the
jDcace, where the matter is not above his cognizcance, any sum or sums
of money that are or shall grow due according to agreement made for

any of the aforesaid duties, where the party or parties Avith whom such
agreement is or may be made, shall neglect or refuse to pay the same

;

and, for the more easy tunnaging of ships or other vessels, the same
shall be computed by the breadth at the main beam Avithin board, the
depth to be accounted half the said breadth, and the length three times
so much as the breadth, after the usual manner of multijolying, and divid-

ing the product by one hundred. \_Passed, June 11 ;
published June 22.

CHAPTER 2.

AN ACT TO PREVENT INCESTUOUS MARRIAGES.

Although this court doth not take in hand to determin what is the
whole breadth of the divine commandment respecting unlawful mar-
riages, yet for preventing that abominable dishonesty and confusion

which might otherwise happen,

—


