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tax is hereby granted as a fund for the repayment of all such sums in

said bills as shall be in the hands of particular persons, in current money
of this province. [^Passed June 27

;
published June 28.

CHAPTEK 7.

AN ACT FOR THE BETTER SETTLEMENT OF THE ISLANDS OF MARTHA'S
VINEYARD AND ISLANDS ADJACENT.

JBe it enacted by the Lieutenant- Governour, Council and Mepresenta^

tives convened in General Court or Assembly, and by the authority of
the same,

9 Gray, 512. That the islands of Martha's Vineyard, Elsabeth* Islands, the islands

called Neman's Land, and all the dependencies fonmerly belonging to

Dukes County (the island of Nantucket onely excepted), shall be, remain
and continue to be one county to all intents and purposes, by the name
of Dukes County ; and all appeals from any judgment or judgments given
or to be given in any of the inferiour couils of pleas within the said

county, shall henceforth be heard and tryed at the superiour court of
judicature to be holden from time to time at Plymouth within the

neighbouring county of Plymouth, any law, usage or custom to the con-

trary notwithstanding ; the jurors to serve at said superiour courts of
judicature to be from time to time chosen and summoned out of the

several towns within the said county of Plymouth and Dukes County
according to the directions in the law in such case provided ; the island

of Nantucket to remain and continue under the same forme of govern-

ment as is already there setled, and appeals from the judgments given

or to be given in the inferiour court of pleas within the said island to

be heard and tryed in the supenour court of judicature to be held

at Boston within the county of Suffolk, as is by law provided. [Passed
June 22

;
published June 28.

CHAPTER 8.

AN ACT IN FURTHER ADDITION TO THE ACT ENTITULED "AN ACT FOR
THE SETTLEMENT AND SUPPORT OF MINISTERS."

JBe it enacted by the lAeutenant- Governour, Council and Mepresen-
tatives i?i Ge?ieral Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

1692-3, chap. 26, [Sect. 1.] That whcn at any time a church shall make choice of a
and chap.46,§8.

jjjjjj-g^gj.^ ^^^ present their choice unto the inhabitants of the town or

precinct in a publick meeting duely warned and assembled for that pur-

pose, to have their concurrence therein, and the inhabitants so assem-
bled shall by a major vote deny their approbation of the churche's

choice, the church may call in the help of a council consisting of the

elders and messengers of three or five neighbouring churches, which
council are hereby impowred to hear, examine and consider the excep-

tions and allegations made against the churche's election ; and in case

the council shall notwithstanding appi'ove of the said election, such
minister accepting of the choice and settling with them shall be the
minister of the town or precinct, who shall be in all respects supported
and maintained as by the said act is provided ; but if otherwise, the

church shall proceed to the election of another minister.

* Sic.
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And it is further declared,

[Sect. 2.] That no person by reason of his voting in the church

shall be precluded from voting as an inhabitant of the town, any law,

usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding. [^J*assed June 13

;

published June 22.

CHAPTER 9.

AN ACT OF SUPPLEMENT AND ADDITION TO SEVERAL ACTS THEREIN
MENTIONED*

In addition to the act for the establishing of judicatories and courts Disallowed by

ofjustice within this province,

—

di^ noV/24°*
Be it enacted by the Lieutenant- Governour, Council and Mepresenta- i698.

tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the publication hereof, it shall be Appeal from

lawful for any person sentenced for any criminal offence by one or more JJ* ju^slice^in

justices of the peace out of sessions, to appeal from such sentence unto
?!^?^*\f*i7'*

the next court of general sessions of the peace to be held within the § sf"
'

*^ ' '

same county, the appellant entring into recognizance with two suffi-
J'^^'I'e'^anly^^

cient sureties, not exceeding the sum of five pounds, for his personal 1692-3', ch. 20,

'

appearance at said court and prosecution of his appeal there with effect, feob-s, ch.22,§§

and to abide and perform the order or sentence of said court thereon, ^.^^^•
which is to be final, and in the mean time to be of the good behaviour : §

2."" '
^^ '

'

2}7'ovided, that no appeal shall be granted unless it be claimed at the |^|2-3, ch. 33,

time of declaring the sentence, and that security be given as above 1693, ch.5,§4.

directed within the space of two hours next after, the party appealing Jeg^'ciKS, § 4.

remaining in custody of an oflScer until he shall have entered such secu- i693-4jch.4,§i.

rity, the officer not to be allowed above twelvepence an hour for his § 2.
'^ ' '

time and attendance ; and every such appellant shall file the reasons of
l^l^\f^'

~°' ^^

his appeal in the clerk's office of the court appealed unto, seven days security' to be

before the sitting of said court ; and also at his own cost shall take out and ^'Y?''* ^*'J! P1!S5So '- ^, t • £• M cution ana good
present unto the court an attested copy 01 the sentence and copies 01 all behavior,

the evidences upon which the same was grounded, and shall pay the

like fee for the entering of his appeal in said court as is by law required

for entry of an action in a civil cause, and the like fee to the jurors that

shall try the same.
Provided, also, that this act shall not extend unto mariners or sea- Not to extend

men that shall be prosecuted for absenting themselves and deserting eeame"."*'^
°^

their imployment. i<f
3-^' chap. 10,

A7id be itfurther enacted by the authority aforesaid,

TSect. 2.1 That it shall be lawful for any person agrieved at the Appealfromthe
K c"!! • i' •

J. £• 1 ' ? xi. _ i sessions of the
sentence 01 the justices in any court 01 general sessions 01 the peace, to peace,

make his appeal from such sentence (the matter being firstly heard and \^~^' ^^^^' ^^'

tryed in said court), unto the next court of assize and general goal

delivery to be held within the same county, there to be finally issued,

every such appellant recognizing with sureties in a reasonable sum to

prosecute his appeal in manner as is hereinbefore directed and to be of

the good behaviour in the mean time.

A7id be it further enacted,

[Sect. 3.] That the justices of the several judicatories and courts of Courts to ap-

justice within this province be and are hereby impowred to appoint and
^ieV"ks!**'^*'

^^°

settle a clerk to officiate in such court, for the granting of all writts and 1092-3, chap. 33.

process issuing out of the same, entering and recording all verdicts and
judgments that shall be therein given, and other acts of the court, and
to do all things proper to the clerk's office to all intents and purj)oses,

any law, custom or usage to the contrary notwithstanding.

* The reasons for disallowing this act are given in the note to 1696-7, cbap. 5, post.
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