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them to marcli into any of tlie neighbouring pro\ances or colonies, for

the ends before mentioned, at any time or times until the end of the

next session of this present court, and at no time afterward, without

their free and voluntary consent, or the consent of the great and gen-

eral court or assembly, this act or any tiling therein contained to the

contrary thereof in any wise notwithstanding. [^Passed June 3 ;
pub^

Ushed June 19.

CHAPTER 3

AN ACT FOR GRANTING UNTO HIS MAJESTY SEVERAL DUTIES OF IMPOST,

EXCISE, AND TUNNAGE OF SHIPPING.

We, his majestie's loyal and dutiful subjects, the representatives of

this his province of the Massachusetts Bay in New England, being

duely sensible of the great charges and expences which have already

arisen, and will be daily growing and increasing, for the defence of his

majestie's subjects and interests within this his province, and for a

vigoi'ous prosecution of the war against the French and other his

majestie's enemies ; for and towards the defraying of the charge of the

province gaily and fire-ship, and the fitting out and hire of such other

vessels as have been, are, or shall be taken up here and imployed in his

majestie's service, for the defence of the province ; for answering of the

necessary and contingent charges in and about the siipport of the gov-

ernment ; for payment of the salaries and allowances to the officers

imployed in and about the execution of this act, and such other grants,

salaries and allowances as have been or shall be made by the general

court or assembly ; have cheerfully and unanimously given and granted,

and do hereby give and grant unto his most excellent majesty, to the

ends and intents aforesaid, the several duties and impositions upon all

wines, liquors, goods, wares and merchandizes that shall be imported

into this province, excise and tunnage of shipping herein after men-
tioned and expressed, and pray that it may be enacted,

—

And be it accordingly enacted by the Lieutenant- Governour^ Council

and Representatives in General Court assembled, and it is enacted and
ordained by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That from and after the twenty-ninth day of June, in

this present year of our Lord one thousand six hundred ninety-seven,

for and during the continuance of this act, there shall be paid by the

importer, for all wines, liquors and goods that shall be imported into

this province, the rates in and by this act hereafter mentioned and
expressed ; that is to say,

—

For every pipe of common wine, of the Western Islands, the sum of Kates of wines,

one pound ten shillings.

For every pipe of Passad[o][a] wine, two pounds five shillings.

For every pipe of Madera wine, two pounds.

For every pipe of Canary, Malago or Sherry wines, two pounds ten

shillings.

For every pipe of Port wine, one pound fifteen shillings.

For every pipe of wine, not of any of the sorts before mentioned,

one pound.

And so proportionably for greater or lesser quantities ; and for every Rates of rum

gallon of rhum or other spirits imported as aforesaid, tcni)cnce. For ftg.
°^ ^"^Pi'""

all goods, wares and merchandizes that shall be imported as aforesaid

(salt, cotton wool, provisions, and every other thing of the growth
and product of New England only excepted), the several imposts and
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duties following ; that is to say, for every hvindrecT pound stei'ling in

English merchandizes, at the prime cost in England (the original

invoices Avhereof to be produced and shown), the sum of twenty
shillings.

For every hogshead of sugar, two shillings.

For every hogshead of molasses, one shilling.

For every hogshead of tobacco, two shillings sixpence.

For every ton of log[g]wood, three shillings.

[Sect. 2.] And for all other commodities, goods, wares and mer-
chandizes (except as before excepted), one penny for every twenty
shillings value here ; all which aforesaid imposts, rates and duties shall

be paid in currant money of this province, unto the commissioner for

impost to be appointed as in and by this act is hereafter mentioned and
expressed, or to his sub-receiver, the one-halfe thereof for wines and
liquors, and the whole for goods and merchandizes, to be paid at or

before the landing of any wines, liquors or goods, and three months'
time to be allowed to the importer for payment of the other halfe

for wines and liquors, if he shall desire the same, and give bond, with
sufficient security, to the commissioner or such other person as he shall

appoint to be receiver, for payment thereof accordingly ; otherwise the
whole to be paid at or before the landing of any such wines or liquors.

And all entries where the impost or duty to be paid doth not exceed
four shillings shall be made without charge to the importer, and not
more than sixpence to be paid for any other single entry to what value
soever. And for every bond to be given as aforesaid there shall be
paid twelvepence, and no more.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 3.] That all masters of ships or other vessels coming into

any of the harbours or ports within this province, before bulk be
broken, shall make [a] report to the commissioner for impost to be
appointed as is hereafter mentioned, or such as he shall substitute to

receive the same, of the contents of the loading of such ship or vessel,

without any charge or fee to be demanded or paid for the same. And
if there be on board such ship or vessel any goods, wines or liquors in

and by this act liable to pay impost, such master shall then also give an
accompt under his hand to the said commissioner or receiver, of all

such goods, wines and liquors liable to jDay impost, on board such ship

or vessel, with the quantities, species, and to whom the same are con-

signed, and the marks thereof, and shall make oath that the same is a

just and true accompt, to the best of his knowledge, of the whole
ladeing taken on board at the port or ports such vessel came from

;

which oath the commissioner or receiver respectively ai'e hereby
impowi'cd to administer. After which such master may unload, and
not before, on ])ain of fifty pounds to be forfeited and paid by each
master that shall neglect his duty in this behalfe. And the said com-
missioner is hereby impowred to allow bills of store to the masters of
any ships or vessels importing any wines or Hquors, for such private

adventures as shall belong to the master and seamen of such ship or

other vessel, at the discretion of the commissioner, not exceeding three

per cent of the lading ; and the duties payable by this act for such
wines or liquors in such bills of store mentioned and expressed shall be
abated.

xind be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 4.] That all merchants, factors or other person or persons
importers, being owners of or having any of the wines, liquors, wares or

merchandizes consigned to them, that by this act are liable to pay
impost or duty, shall, by themselves or order, make entry thereof, in

writing under their hands, with the said commissioner or receiver, and
pay the duty or secui'e the same to be paid as by this act is provided,
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before such wines, liquors, goods, wares or merchandizes be landed or

put into any boat or vessel in order to be landed, on pain of forfeiting

all such wines, liquors, goods, Avares or merchandizes so landed or put
into any boat or vessel in order to be landed ; and that no wines, Goods to be

liquors, goods, wares or merchandizes that by this act arc hable to pay d^aytime'oniy.

impost or duty shall be landed on any wharfe or into any warehouse
or other place but in the daytime only, and that after sunrise and
before sunset, unless in the presence of and with the consent of the
officer appointed to inspect such affiiirs, on pain of forfeiting all such
wines, liquors, goods, wares and merchandizes ; and all manner of per- All persons to

sons are hereby i-equired to be aiding and assisting unto the commis- commisslonerl^
sioner and his agents, the informer, discoverer or seiz[?«'e][er] of such &c.

wines, liquors or goods so unloaden contrary to the true intent and
meaning of this act. And if the commissioner or receiver shall have
just reason to suspect that any merchant, factor or other person to whom
any goods or merchandizes comes consigned does not, in the entry or

writing thereof to be given under his hand as aforesaid, make a full and
perfect entry of such goods or merchandizes, or that the invoices of any
English merchandizes, produced and shown by any person or persons as

is by this act directed, are not really and bona fide the original invoices

of the goods and mei'chandizes such person or persons would then enter,

in every such case the commissioner or receiver resj^ectively are hereby An oath to be

ordered and directed not to admit such person or persons to an entiy unto persons

of the said goods and merchandizes until he or they shall have made suspected of

1 1°,^.,.. ..,,.•', , making short
oath to the truth oi said writing or invoice by him or them presented entries,

as aforesaid, which oath the commissioner or receiver are hereby respec-

tively impowred to administer.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid.,

[Sect. 5.] That it shall and may be lawful to and for the said com-
feaTch i*n

™^^^

missioncr or for any of the officers imployed under him in and about the houses, &c.

impost, by warrant from any two justices of the peace within this prov-
ince (to that purpose first obtained), with one constable or more, to

search all manner of houses, cellars and warehouses for such wines,
liquors, goods or merchandizes which they or any of them shall be
infoiTtned were there carried to be concealed in prejudice to the true
meaning of this act, and with intent to defraud his majesty of his

said dues ; and all such wines, liquors, goods and merchandizes so found
shall be seized and forfeited, to be disposed of as is hereinafter men-
tioned. And any two justices to whom comiDlaint of any such matter
shall be made are hereby impowred and required to make out their war-
rant to the constable, accordingly, and to break open the door or doors
of such houses, cellars and warehouses in which he shall be informed
any wines, liquors, goods or merchandizes are concealed as aforesaid, if

the owner or possessor of such houses, cellars or warehouses shall deny
entrance thereinto : ahcays j^^'ovided, that such search be made in the
day time, and wnthin the space of one month after the offence sujDposed

to be committed.
Provided, also, that if the information whereupon any house, cellar

or warehouse shall be searched prove to be false, that then and in such
case the party injured shall recover his full damages and costs against
tlie informer, by action of trespass.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 6.] That such officer or officers as shall be impowred and Power to search

aiijiointed by the said commissioner shall have power and are hereby
[end^th^un-*^*'

authorized to enter on board any ship or vessel, there to make search lading,

or to attend the unloading of any such ship or vessel, the better to pre-

vent fraud and to secure the true pajTnent of the duties in and by this

act granted and expressed.
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And it is further enacted and provided hy the authority aforesaid^

Allowance of [Sect. 7.] That every merchant or other person unporting any

leLkage'fo/'^'^* wiues into this province shall be allowed twelve per cent for leakage

:

wines. provided^ said wines have not been filled up aboard ; and that every
hogshead, butt or pipe of wine that hath three fourth parts thereof
leaked out shall be accounted for outs, and the merchant or importer
to pay no impost or duty for the same.

Wines decayed Provided^ also, that if it be made appear that any wines imported

ment
*^ ^^"'^^'

in any ship or vessel be decayed at the time of landing thereof, or in

seven days afterwards, oath being made (if required) before the said

commissioner or receiver that the same hath not been landed above
that time, the duties of impost for such decayed wine shall be abated.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^
Drawbacks ai- [Sect. 8.] That if all or any wines or liquors as aforesaid be landed

e^ortation. within this province, and afterwards be exported out of the same within

twelve months after importation thereof (being so made to appear),

there shall be repaid or discounted by the said commissioner or his

order unto the importers or their assigns, two-thirds of what they paid
upon importation of the same, for so much as they shall so export

:

provided, that no drawback shall be allowed for any wine, rhum or

other liquors which shall be laden or shipt ofi" to be exported out of this

jDrovince, unless certificate be first had for the same from the receiver

and it be shipped in the presence of a waiter, who shall endorse the ship-

ping upon the certificate, and return it into the ofiice before the draw-

Fee for certifi- back be allowed, for which certificate the receiver shall be paid sixpence,

back^""^
^^^^' and the waiter for seeing the same shipt and endorsing it shall be paid

sixpence ; and no such certificate shall be granted before the importer
shall have made oath that the whole duty inward for such wine, rhum
or other liquors is paid or secured to be paid ; and the ship or vessel on
board which such wine, rhum or other liquors shall be shijjt in order to

masterlomake exportation shall not be cleared at the impost-oftice before the master
oath. thereof hath made oath that he will land such wine, rhum or other

liquors, bona fide, out of the province, the danger of the seas only

excepted ; which oaths the commissioner or receiver are hereby respec-

tively impowred to administer.

A7id be it further enacted and ordained by the authority afoi'esaid,

Kates for ex- [Sect. 9.] That there shall be given, granted and paid unto his
'^^^^'

majesty for the uses aforesaid, in currant money of this province, from
and after the said twenty-ninth day of June in this present year one
thousand six hundred ninety-seven, during the continuance of this act,

an excise upon all wines, brandy, rhum and other distilled liquors, beer,

ale, perry and cyder that shall be sold by retail in any town or place

within this province, by those tliat shall retail the same, in manner and
forme hereinafter mentioned and expressed ; that is to say, for every
gallon of common wine[s] of the Western Islands, the sum of sixpence

;

every gallon of Passado, Malago, Canary and Sherry, the sum of twelve-

pence ; every gallon of Madera, the sum of eightiDcnce ; every gallon of
rhum and all other sorts of distilled spirits, the sum of one shilling

;

every barrel of beer, ale, peny and cyder, the sum of one shilling and
sixpence ; and after the same rate for any greater or lesser quantities.

And for the due and orderly collecting and receiving of the excise

aforesaid,

—

It is further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
Entry of wines, [Sect. 10.] That all retailers of wine, brandy, rhum and other dis-

be made^vith" tilled liquors, bccr, ale, perry and cyder, within this province, having
the commis- Qny of the said liquors in their respective houses or elsewhere, belonging

person to be unto them at the time of this act's taking place, shall make due entry
fPP^^"*®*^ '^y and pay the duties and excise aforesaid for the same, as is hereinbefore

mentioned, unto the commissioners for excise to be appointed as in and
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by this act is hereafter directed, or such other jierson as they shall order

to receive the same ; and upon their further receipt or purchase of all or

any of the liquors before mentioned, shall, before they receive it into

their houses, cellars, shops, warehouses or other rooms or places, make
entry with the said commissioners or other person to be appointed by
them for that purpose, and pay the duties and excise aforesaid, imder
the penalty of forfeiture of all such liquors as shall be found in any
retailer's house, or other place or places thereto belonging, not being
duly entred and the excise not paid as aforesaid ; and every retailer

who shall make his own cyder, brew his own beer or ale, or distil strong

liquors, shall from time to time and at all times when he or they shall

make, brew or distil the same, make entry with the said commissioners, penalty for

or other person [s] to be appointed by them as aforesaid, of all such cyder, default,

beer, ale or distilled liquors by them made, brewed or distilled, and pay
the excise as aforesaid, under the like j^cnalty and forfeiture of all

such liquors as shall be found in such retailer's house, or other place or

places thereto belonging, not entred and the excise thereof not paid

in manner before expressed. And every retailer not making due entry

as is before required, upon conviction thereof, shall over and above the

penalty aforesaid also forfeit his or their license or licenses, not to be
renewed Avithin the space of three years ; and it shall and may be law-

ful to and for such officer or officers as by the said commissioners shall

be appointed and impowred, when and so often as he or they shall think

fit, in the daytime, to enter into any retailer's house, cellar or ware-
house, to search for such wines or liquors as are not dixely entred, nor
the excise paid for the same, and such wines or liqviors so found to seize

and secure in order to the tryal and conviction thereof, and to gage any
cask or casks for that end and purpose ; and the proofe Avhether the ^^{^^^^"^"^^
duties for such wines, liquors, beer or cyder be paid or secured to be ciaimer.

paid, shall lye upon the ciaimer, and shall not be incumbent on the

prosecutor or informer in behalfe of his majesty and himselfe : 2)rovided,

such seizure be made or action brought within twenty days after the

ground for such forfeiture or action did arise.

And be it further enacted,

[Sect. 11.] That no person or persons on any pretence or colour i'enaity onper-
tj in it* •11 ji»i sons tu£ir sn3,il

whatsoever shall or may take in, recen^e, harbour, entertain, keep or take in or keep

conceal in his or their dwelling-houses, cellars or warehouses, any quan- wines or liquors

I r- • , ° ,. 11. T "^ 1^ belonging to
tity or parcel ot wines or other liquors belonging to any licensed \^ev- licensed per-

son or persons, retailer or retailers, under the penalty of forfeiture of ®°°^'

twenty pounds for every such quantity or parcel of wines or other
liquors so taken or received, harboured, entertained, kept and concealed
as aforesaid.

And be itfurther enacted by the authority aforesaid,
[Sect. 12.] That when and so often as comjilaint shall be made to Search to be

any of his majestie's justices of the peace within this province, by the ifquors'con^

said commissioners or other person by them impowred to inspect the
fnfgntt^^de-

excise, that they suspect wines, liquors, beer or cyder to be concealed fraud,

with intent to defraud his majesty of the duties laid by this act, in the
houses, cellars, vaults, rooms or other places belonging to any retailer,

and that such retailer refuses to open the doors of such their houses,
vaults, rooms or other places ; or upon information given to such
justice of any other person or persons suspected to receive, harbour,
entertain, keep or conceal in his or their dwelling-houses, cellars or
Avarehouses, any quantity or parcel of wines or other liquors for any
licensed person or retailer, in every such case it shall and may be
lawful to and for such justice, and he is hereby required to issue out a
warrant to such officer complaining, thereby to enable him, with the
assistance of a constable, in the daytime, to break open the doors of
such houses, cellars, vaults, rooms or other places of any such retailer

35
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where they are denied entrance, and finding any wines, liquors, beer
or cyder concealed that ought, but yet hath not been entred, and the
duty of excise not paid as this act provides, to seize and secure the
same in order to tryal and condemnation, or to break open the doors of
any dwelling-houses, cellars or warehouses of any other person or per-
sons suspected to conceal and harbour therein any liquors or wines of
any licensed person or retailer, and finding there any such liquors or
wines, the person harbouring or concealing the same shall be liable to
the action or suit of the informer for the penalty of twenty pounds
above mentioned : ^wovided^ nevertheless^ that if the information where-
upon the dwelling-house, cellar or warehouses of any person or persons
suspected to harbour or conceal any wines or liquors for any licensed

person or retailer shall prove to be filse, the ^^persoii^ [party] injured
shall recover his full damages and costs against the informer that
obtained such Avarrant as aforesaid, by action of trespass.

And he it further enacted and provided^ anything hereinbefore con-
tained to the contrary notwithstanding^

[Sect. 13.] That it shall and may be lawful to and for the said

commissioners to agree with any retailer for his excise for the whole
year in one intire sum, to be paid quarterly, as they in their discretion
shall think fit to agree for, without making any entry thereof as is before
directed, and that the said commissioners may Ictt or fanne the excise
or part thereof to any person or persons in any county, town or place
within this province, for the best profit and advantage of the publick
that they can, for the year ensuing. And the said commissioners, by
themselves or their lawful substitute, may sue for and recover in any
of his majestie's courts of record, or before any justice of the peace,

where the matter is not above his cognizance, any sum or sums of
money that is or shall grow due for any of the aforesaid duties of
excise, where the party or parties from whom the same is or shall grow
due, shall refuse or neglect to pay the same.
And he it further enacted hy the authority aforesaid^
[Sect. 14.] That from and after the said twenty-ninth day of June,

in this present year one thousand six hundred ninety-seven, during the

continuance of this act, there shall be paid by the masters or owners,
respectively, of all merchant ships or other vessels whatsoever (except

boats imployed for the fetching of wood, timbei-, stones or fish to be made
use of and sj^ent in the place only), that shall sail from any port, haven,
river or creek within this province, the sum of twelvepence per ton for

every ton such ship or other vessel doth measure, according to her
dimensions by the rule hereafter mentioned, for every time such ship

or vessel shall go forth. And that the master of every \sucli\ ship or

other vessel above twelve tons, coming into any jDort or jjorts of this

province to trade or traffick, the major part of the owners whereof are

not belonging to this province, shall (over and above the before men-
tioned du.ty of twelvepence per ton), every voyage they make, pay
twelvepence per ton more, or one pound of good and new gunpowder
[o/] [for] every ton such ship or vessel is in burthen according to the rule

of measuring hereafter set down and expressed, to be imployed for the

supply of his majesty's castle and forts within this province ; which
payments respectively are to be made unto the said commissioner for

impost, his deputy or deputies, who on receipt thereof shall give a cer-

tificate that the said duty is paid, and such certificate to be produced
and dehvered unto the naval ofiicer, before he grant any clearing for

such ship or other vessel : promded, nevertheless^ that no coasting ves-

sels within this province, or vessels arriving from the province of New
Hampshire, the colonies of Connecticut or Rhode Island, the provinces

of New York, or East or "West Jersey, shall be obliged to pay the said
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sum of twelvepence per ton first mentioned more than twice in the

year.

And for the better ascertaining the tminage of any ship or other

vessel liable to the duty aforesaid,

—

-Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid^

[Sect. 15.] That the tuimage of such ship or other vessel shall be
Ju^/fn^^tonnTge.

computed by the breadth at the main beam within board, the depth to

be accounted halfe the said breadth, and the length three times so

much as the breadth, after the usual manner of midtiplying and dividing

the product by one hundred ; and every master or owner of such ship or

vessel, before any ladeing be taken on board her, shall give an accompt,

under his hand, of her dimensions as aforesaid unto the said commis-

sioner, his deputy or deputies ; and if such officer does apprehend and
suspect that the accompt given is short of the true dimensions, the said

officer repairing unto one of the next justices of the peace, such jus-

tice shall and hereby is impoAvred to grant his warrant to some able

ship-carpenter, requiring him to repair on board such ship or other ves-

sel, and to measure the same in manner as is before expressed, and to

make his report thereof unto the said commissioner, his deputy or dep-

uties ; and such justice is further impowred to adminstcr an oath unto
the measurer to deale truly and faithfully tlierein ; for which warrant

and oath adniinstred there shall be paid unto the justice two shillings

;

and the measurer, for his service, shall have and receive the sum of five

shillings ; all which charge shall be paid by the master or owner before

such ship or vessel be cleared, where the master or owner is found to

have given a short accompt of the dimensions, if otherwise, by the

officer for managing the impost-office, who is allowed to bring such

charge to accompt of the publick.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 1G.] That there be one fit person, and no more, nominated Commissioners

and appointed by this court as a commissioner and collector, to have
the general inspection, care and management of the said office of

impost and tunnage of shipping, and whatsoever relates thereunto ; and
that there be three fit persons, and no more, nominated and appointed

by this court as commissioners and collectors, to have the general

inspection, care and management of the said excise office, and whatso-
ever relates unto the same, which commissioner and commissioners,

respectively, shall receive commission for their said respective offices

from the governour or commander-in-chief for the time being, with
authority to nominate, appoint, imploy and impower such and so many
officers under him and them respectively, as, with the advice of the

treasurer for the time being of this his majestie's province, he and they
shall think necessary for the well-ordering and managing of the affiiirs

relating to each of the said offices, and the better to prevent frauds, and
to grant them warrants for executing of the same ; and the said com-
missioner and commissioners, resioectively, and all other officers under
him and them, before their entring upon the execution of their respec-

tive offices, shall be sworn to deal truly and faithfully therein ; which
said commissioner and commissioners, respectively, shall keep fair

bookes of all entries and duties arising by virtue of this act, and the

same to lye open at all seasonable times to the view and perusal of

the treasurer and receiver-general of this province, with whom they
shall also accomj^t for all collections and payments, and pay in all such
moneys as shall be in his and their hands, as the treasurer shall demand
it. And the commissioner for impost and tunnage of shipping, and
commissioners for excise shall have and receive siich sum and sums as the

general assembly shall think fit to allow him and them respectively, for

their labour, care and expences in said affiiir. All other officers imployed
\mder the said commissioner and commissioners respectively, to be paid
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foi" tlicir service as he and they, with the treasurer, shall agree, upon
reasonable terms ; and all and every such person and persons to whom
the said excise, or any part thereofj shall be let or farmed by the said

commissioners, and the officers which they shall imploy under him or

them, shall have, use and exercise all such powers and authorities as in

and by this act is given, granted or committed unto the said commis-
sioners and their underofficers, for the better collecting said excise and
preventing frauds.

A?id be it further enacted hy the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 17.] That all penalties and forfeitures accruing or arising by
virtue of this act, or any clause or article therein contained, shall be
one-halfe to his majesty, for the uses and intents for which the afore-

mentioned duties of impost, excise and tunnage of shipping are granted,

and the other halfe to him or them that shall seize, infoiTne and sue for

the same, by action, bill, plaint or information, in any of his majesty's

courts of record, wherein no essoign, protection or wager of law shall

be allowed, the whole charge of prosecution to be taken out of the

halfe belonging to the informer : promded, that this act shall continue

in force for the space of one whole year from and after the said twenty-
ninth day of June, in this present year, one thousand six hundred ninety-

seven, and no longer. \_Passed June 18 ;
published June 19.

CHAPTER 4.

AN ACT RELATING TO TOWN KATES OR ASSESSMENTS.

Whereas divers constables and collectors of town rates or assess-

ments are defective and negligent of their duty, in not timely paying
of the same, as by the warrants or estreats to them committed they are

requii-ed ; for redress whereof,

—

Be it enacted by the Lieutenant- Governour, Council and JRepresenta-

tives in Generall Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
Constables or That the constablcs or collectors within the severall townes in this

towrfrates not proviucc who havc had or hereafter shall have any rates or assessments,

ac^counts^iiere-
^^^ ^^® defraying of towne charges, orderly made and committed unto

of by the time them to collcct, the accompts and payment whereof are not issued, or

wan-ants'to^be'^ that att any time or times hereafter shall not pay in and issue their
liable to suit, accompts thereof with the treasurer of such towne, or other person

appointed by the selectmen to be a receiver of the same, by the time
prefixt in the warrants to them respectively given for the collecting and
paying in thereof, or within the space of one month next after the expi-

ration thereof, every such defective constable or collector shall be lyable

to the action or suite of the treasurer or receiver of such towne ; and
such treasurer or receiver is hereby impowred and authorized to sue for

and recover all such rates and assessments, or any arrears thereof, of

and from the constables or collectors respectively to whome the same
were committed, and that have or shall neglect their duty in that

regard, by action, bill, plaint or infomiation, in any of his majestie's

courts of record ; any law, usage or custome to the contrary notwith-
standing. \_Passed andpublished June 19.


