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ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston

ON the Thirteenth day of October, A.D. 1697.

Fifty pounds
reward for an
Indian scalp.

Ten pounds for
a child under
ten years, be-
sides plunder
and prisoners.

Cure and pen-
sion.

Penalty for pro-
ducing a false
scalp.

CHAPTER 12.

AN ACT FOR ENCOURAGEMENT OF THE PROSECUTION OF THE INDIAN
ENEMY AND REBELS.

Fob encouragement of such as shall voluntarily go forth, in greater

or lesser j^arties, by commission from the governour and commander-in-
chief for the time being of this his majesty's province, in the discovery

and pursuit of the Indian enemy and rebels,

—

JBe it enacted by the Lieutenant- Governour, Council and Hepresenta-
tives convened in Genercd Assembly, and by the cmthority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That there shall be paid out of the publick treasury of

this province unto any party or parties that shall voluntarily go forth

at their own charge, by commission as aforesaid, in the discovery and
I3ursuit of the said Indian enemy and rebels, for every man or woman
of the said enemy that shall be by them slain, the sum of fifty pounds

;

and for every child of the said enemy under the age of ten years that

shall be by them slain, the sum of ten jjounds ; and that such party or

parties shall also liave and keep unto their own use all plunder and pris-

oners by them taken of the enemy ; and that there shall be likewise j^aid

out of the publick treasury for every man or woman of the said enemy
that shall be slain in the defence of any house or garrison attacked or

otherwise, the sum of five pounds ; all which aforesaid payments shall

be made by order of the governour and council, upon producing before

them the scalp of any Indian slain as aforesaid, and ujion oath made of

the time, jjlace and other circumstances relating thereto, and that it is

the scalp of the Indian that was then so slain. And in case any person

or persons shall be wounded in the aforesaid service, he or they shall

be cured at the charge of the publick ; and if maimed or otherwise dis-

abled shall have such stipend or pension allowed unto him or them as

the general court or assembly shall think meet. And the reward
herein before granted shall be equally shared and distributed to and
among all the persons of any party or parties that shall be in company
at the killing any Indian as aforesaid, only the captain to have two
shares and the lieutenant one share and halfe thereof; and the plunder

and prisoners that shall be taken to be distributed in like shares and
proportion, unless where any party or parties shall otherwise agree

among themselves.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^

[Sect. 2.] That if any person or persons shall produce any scalp not

being an Indian scalp, or that shall not be the scalp of any Indian bona

fide slain in service as aforesaid, with intent to deceive and obtain the

reward herein before granted, and be thereof legally convicted, every
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person and persons so offending, if convicted before the payment of the

reward granted by this act for an Indian bona fide slain as aforesaid be
ordered, shall forfeit and pay the full value of such rcAvard, one moiety
thereof unto his majesty for and towards the support of the govern-
ment, and the other moiety to him or them that shall informe and
sue for the same in any of his majesty's courts of record. And if such

person or persons so offending shall have payment made of the said

reward unto him or them, and be afterwards convicted as afoi'esaid, then
such person or persons shall forfeit and pay double the value of the

reward paid for such scalj:), three fourth parts thereof unto his majesty

for and towards the support of the government, and the other fourth

part to him or them that shall informe and sue for the same as before

mentioned. And every person and persons offending and convicted as

aforesaid shall likewise suffer three months' imprisonment without baile

or mainprizc.

Provided^ alioays, and he itfurther enacted^

[Sect. 3.] That the commission to be granted unto any person or be nS^e^duf
***

persons to go forth upon the said encouragement shall be limited to a time,

certain time, and that no person or persons so commissionated shall

have or claim any exemj^tion or priviledge allowed by law to persons

that have borne commissions.

[Sect. 4.] And all Indians that shall be taken or found on the north limits to in-

side of the road leading from Marlborough to Springfield or within halfe

a mile on the south side thereof, or within twenty miles on the westerly

side of Connecticut River, shall be deemed enemies and treated as such :

provided^ also, that this act shall continue in force until the last day of
June next (if the war so long continue), and not afterwards. [^Passed

Octoher 20 ;
publisJied October 21.

CHAPTER 13.

AN ACT FOR REVIVING THE ACT TO PREVENT THE DESERTING OF THE
FRONTIERS.

Whebeas the act entituled " An Act to prevent the deserting of the
frontiers," made and passed by the great and general court or assembly
at the session thereof by adjournment the twenty-seventh day of Feb-
ruary, which was in the year of our Lord one thousand six hundred
ninety-four, expired the twenty-ninth day of June last past, and it being
judged necessary for his majesty's service that the said act be revived
and further continued,

—

Pe it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant- Governour, Council and
Pepreseyitatives convened in General Assembly, and by the authority of
the same,
That the said aforementioned act, entituled " An Act to prevent 1094-5, cUap. 25.

the deserting of the frontiers," and all and singular the paragraphs, sen-

tences, clauses and ai'ticles therein contained, bo and hereby are revived
and further continued to abide and remain in full force during this war
and not afterwards, anything in this or the said act contained to the

contrary thereof notwithstanding. [Passed and published October 21.


