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Be it enacted and declared by the Lieutenant- Governour^ Council and
Representatives convened in General Assembly, and it is enacted and
declared by the authority of the same,

Limitation of That if Jiiiy married jDerson, man or woman, has lately or shall here-
three years in fjftgr go to sea in any ship or other vessel bound from one port to

another wlicre the passage is usually made in three months' time, and
such ship or other vessel has not been or shall not be heard of within
the space of three full years next after their putting to sea from such
port, or shall only be heard of under such circumstances as may rather
confirm the opinion, commonly received, of the whole company's being
utterly lost, in every such case the matter being laid before the govern-
our and council, and made to apjDear, the man or woman whose relation

is in this manner parted from him or her may be esteemed single and
unmarried ; and upon such declaration thereof, and licence obtained

from that board, may lawfully marry again, any law, usage or custom to

the contrary notwithstanding. \_Passed December 2; /)z/5?»57i(S6?

December 10.

CHAPTER 20.

AN ACT ENABLING SHERIFFS, CONSTABLES, &c., TO REQUIRE AID AND
ASSISTANCE IN THE EXECUTION OF THEIR RESPECTIVE OFFICES RE-
FERRING TO CRIMINALS.

Forasmuch as it is oftentimes necessary that sheriffs, undersheriffs

and constables be aided and assisted in the execution of their respective

offices,

—

De it therefore enacted by the Lieutenant- Governour, Council and
Representatives convened in General Assembly, and by the authority

of the same.
Penalty for re- [Sect. 1.] That when and so often as any sheriff, undersheriff or

to^aid^orTslist* Constable shall be in the execution of his office for the preservation of
the sherifl", &c. the peace, or for apprehending or securing any person or persons for

violating the same, or for any other criminal matter or cause, it shall

and may be lawful to and for such sheriff, undersheriff or constable to

require suteable aid and assistance therein ; and if any person or persons

being required by any sheriff, undersheriff or constable in his majesty's

name to aid or assist him in the execution of his office as aforesaid, shall

neglect or refuse so to do, and be thereof convicted before one or more
of his majestie's justices of the peace, such offender or offenders shall

be fined, to the vise of the poor of the town where the offence shall be

committed, not exceeding forty shillings, at the discretion of such jus-

tice or justices, according to the circumstances aggravating or lessening

such offence. And if such offender or offenders be unable or shall not

forthwith pay the said fine, such justice or justices may punish him or

them by imprisonment not exceeding forty-eight hours, or by setting in

the stocks not exceeding four hours.

Penalty for pre- [Sect. 2.] And if any person or persons not being really and bona

shcriff^&c ^ami fi^^ ^ sheriff, undersheriff or constable, shall presume to abuse his raaj-

not so feona'^de. esty's name and authority in jn'etending him or themselves to be any or

either of the said officers, and take upon him or themselves to act as

such, or to require any other person or persons to aid or assist him or

them in any matter or thing belonging to the duty of a sheriff, under-

sheriff or constable, every person or persons so offending, and being

thereof convicted, shall forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding one hundred

pounds, according to the nature and circumstances aggravating his
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offence, at the discretion of the court before whom the conviction shall

be ; one moiety of the said fine or forfeitm-e to be unto his majesty

towards the support of the government within this his majesty's province,

and the other moiety to him or them that shall informe and prosecute

for the same.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 3.] That any of his majesty's justices of peace, for the command'any
preservation of the same, or upon view of the breach thereof, or of any person to ap-

other transgression of law proper to his cognizance done or committed fen^en
^" ^

by any person or persons whatsoever, shall, and hereby is impowred (in

the absence of a sheriff, undersheriffe or constable), to require any
person or persons to apj^rehend and bring before him such offender or

offenders. And every person and persons that shall neglect or refuse to

obey any justice or justices in apprehending such offender or offenders,

being thereunto required as aforesaid, shall incur and suffer the like

pains and penaltys as is before jDrovided for refusing or neglecting to

assist any sheriff, undersheriff or constable in the execution of his office

as before mentioned. And no person or jDersons so offending, unto Penalty for

whom such justice is known, or shall declare himselfe so to be, shall be fu^L*'*
^"^

"^^

admitted to plead excuse, or pretence ofignorance of his office. [Passed
and published December 10.

CHAPTER 21.

AN ACT FOR THE BETTER PRESERVATION AND INCREASE OF DEER
WITHIN THIS PROVINCE.

Whereas the killing of deer at unseasonable times of the year hath
been found very much to the prejudice of this province, great numbers
thereof having been htmted and destroyed in deep snows when they are
very poor, and bigg with young, the flesh and skins of very little value,

and the increase thereof greatly hindred,

—

Me it therefore enacted by the Xiieiitenant- Governour, Council and
Hepresentatives in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of
the same,

[Sect. 1.] That no person or persons whatsoever within this province, No deer to be

from and after the last day of December, in this present year one thou- Delfemb^erand
sand six hundred ninety-eight, till the first day of August one thousand August yearly,

six hundred ninety-nine, and so from the last day of December to the
°" ^^°^ ^'

first day of August following, annually, forever hereafter, shall any ways
whatsoever kill any buck, doe or fawn, on pain that such person or per-
sons so offending shall forfeit the sum of forty shillings for the first

offence, three pounds for the second offence, and five pounds for the
third offence, and so for every offence after ; one moiety thereof unto
his majesty, to be imployed towards support of the government of this

his majesty's province, and the other moiety to him or them that shall
infonne and sue for the same in any court of record within the said
province. And if any person or persons offending as aforesaid shall not Persons unable

have wherewithal to pay his or their fine or fines, he or they shall for aHyKltlffy'
the first offence work twenty days, for the second thirty, and for the by work,

third offence fifty days, as shall be directed by the justices before whom
the cause shall be heard and determined ; and the wages or earnings for
his or their work to be imployed to and for the uses before mentioned.

[Sect. 2.] And if any venison, skin or skins of any buck, doe or The flesh or

fawn, newly killed, shall, at any time in any of the aforesaid months foundftoYelu"
wherein they are by this act prohibited to be kUled, be found with or in ficient convic-

'
tion, unless, &c.


