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oppression which some of the English exercise towards the Indians, by
drawing them to consent to, covenant or bind themselves or children
apprentices or servants for an unreasonable term on pretence of, or to

make satisfaction for some small debt contracted, or damage done by
them ; for redress whereof,

—

Be it enacted and declared by His Excellency the Governoiir, Council
and Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority

of the same^

^uto°*t't°*^?e''^
[Sect. 1.] That from and after the publication of this act, no Indian

«ce but by^the' shall contract, or j^ut or bind him- or herself or child apjDrentice or a

servant to any of his majesty's subjects, for any time or term of years,

but by and with the allowance and aj^probation of two or more of his

majesty's justices of the peace, who are required to take special care

that the contract or covenant so to be made, and the condition or terms
thereof, be equal and reasonable, both with respect to the time for

service and otherwise.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
Sessions of the [Sect. 2.] That the justices of the general sessions of the peace

Hud*^reifeve^^ within the respective countys be and hereby are impowred, upon com-
such as are plaint made by any Indian native of this country, that is or shall be

agrieved by reason of any indenture, covenant or agreement heretofore
made for any time or teiTQ of service not yet expired, to hear and
relieve such Indian according to justice and equity, and to regulate and
order the time for such service, as they shall judge reasonable. [Passed
July 9

5
published July 13.

allowance of
two justices

CHAPTER 10.

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO THE ACT FOR DUE REGULATION OF WEIGHTS
AND MEASURES.

For remedying of unrighteousness and oppression in dealing by the

use of measures that are not of due breadth, for meale, fruit[s], and
other things usually sold by heape,

—

JBe it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council arid JRepre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,
The width of [Seot. 1.1 That all measures by which meale, fruits, and all other
lT163iSUrG9 lOI* i» - •

things sold by things usually sold by heap shall be sold, be conformable as to bigness
^^'^^- to the declared publick allowed standards mentioned in the act made

and passed by the general assembly in the year one thousand six hun-
1692-3, chap. 30. dred ninety-two, intituled " An Act for due regulation of weights and

measures," and shall be of the full breadths following ; that is to say,

the bushel not less within side then eighteen inches and halfe Avide

;

the half bushell not less then thirteen inches and three-quarters wide

;

the peck not less than ten inches and three-quarters wide ; and the half

peck not less than nine inches wide.
renaity for [Sect. 2.] And if any person at any time, from and after the first

measures."
^' tlay of October next, after the publication of this act, shall sell, expose

or offer to sale any meal, fruits or other things usually sold by heap, by
any other measure than is afore mentioned as to bigness and breadth,

such person being complained of, and convicted before any justice of

the peace of so doing, shall forfeit and pay to the use of the poor of

the town where the offence is committed the full value of the meal,

fruits or other things so sold or offered to sale ; and such justice may
commit the offender to prison until payment be made of the said for-



[1st Sess.] Province Laws.—1700-1. 437

feiture, or cause the same to be levied by warrant of distress, and paid

in unto the town treasurer or overseers of the poor, to the use of the

poor as aforesaid, and shall also cause such measure to be defaced, any

laAV, usage or custom to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding.

[Passec? July 11 ; 'published July 13.

CHAPTER 11.

AN ACT FOR REVIVING AND CONTINUING OF THE ACT INTITULED "AN
ACT FOR GIVING NECESSARY SUPPLIES TO THE EASTERN INDIANS, AND
FOR REGULATING OF TRADE WITH THEM."

Whereas the act intituled " An Act for giving necessary supi^lies

to the eastern Indians, and for regulating of trade with them," made
and passed by the general assembly of this province in the eleventh

year of his present majesty's reign, is near expiring,

—

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governour^ Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled, and it is enacted by the

authority of the same.
That the aforesaid act intituled "An Act forgiving necessary sup- iG90-i/00,ch.i3.

plies to the eastern Indians, and for regulating of trade with them,"

and all and singular the paragraphs, clauses and articles thereof, poAvers,

penalties, forfeitures, matters and things therein contained, be and
hereby are revived and fui-ther continued to abide and remain in full

force, and to be exercised, practised and put in execution for the ends,

uses and purposes therein mentioned, until the end of the session of the

great and general court or assembly to be convened, held and kept on
the last Wednesday of May next, which will be in the year of our

Lord God one thousand seven hundred and one, and no longer.

\jBassed July 12 ;
published July 13.

CHAPTER 12.

AN ACT GRANTING THE SUM OF ONE THOUSAND POUNDS UNTO HIS
EXCELLENCY, RICHARD, EARL OF BELLOMONT.

Wee, the council and representatives of this his majestie's province

of the Massachusetts Bay in New England, convened in general assem-

bly, having unanimously agreed and resolved to make a present of one
thousand pounds unto his excellency, Richard, Earl of Bellomont, his

majestie's captain-general and governor-in-chief in and over the said

province, do pray that it may be enacted, and
Be it accordingly enacted by the Governour, Council and Bepre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,
That the sum of one thousand pounds be and is hereby granted to

be accordingly paid out of the publick treasury of this province unto
his excellency the said Richard, earl of Bellomont, to and for his sole

and proper use and behoofe. \_Passed July 5, 1700.


