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of the same court, quorum unus, such two justices are hereby impowred
to adjust and determine the sum to be paid, and to order and enjoyn
the prisoner to make satisfaction by service for such reasonable time as

they shall assign, for which term the keeper may dispose of him in

service to any of her majesty's English subjects.

And it is further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
[Sect. 3.] That if any action, bill, suit or information shall be com-

menced or prosecuted against the keeper of such prison for what he
shall do in pursuance of this act, he may plead the general issue, not
guilty ; and upon issue joyned may give this act and the special matter
in evidence. And if the plaintiff" or j^rosecutor shall become nonsuit, or
suffer a discontinuance, or if verdict pass against him, the defendant
shall recover costs and damages for the molestation. \_Passed OctO'
her 29 ; signed by the Governor and published November 21.

CHAPTER 10.

AN ACT MORE EFFECTUALLY PROVIDING FOR THE SUPPORT OF MIN-
ISTERS.

Whereas in some few towns and districts within this province,
divers of the inhabitants are Quakers, and others irreligious persons
averse and opposite to the publick worship of God, and to a learned
orthodox ministry, and find out ways to elude the laws provided for

the suj^port of such, and pervert the good intentions thereof, to the
encouragement of irreligion and i^rophaneness ; for remedy whereof,
and in further addition to the act intituled "An Act for the settlement 1693-3, chap. 26.

and su23port of ministers and schoolmasters," made in the fourth year
of the reign of King William and Queen Mary, and the additions
thereto heretofore made,

—

He it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Hepre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That when and so often from time to tune as informa- court ofgeneral

tion or complaint shall be made to the court of general sessions of the sessions, pow-
..1 1 .. r» f • • 1 • er to appoint

peace m any county, that the mmister oi any town or district withm assessors.

such county, qualified as abovesaid, is not suitably encouraged, sup- ip^ck^'g^^"

ported or maintained according to his contract or agreement made with
the inhabitants, or according to the allowance and maintenance ordered
him by the court of general sessions of the peace, as the law directs,

where there is no such contract, or that the same happen to be expired,

by reason that the selectmen or other assessors of such town or district

do refuse or neglect to assess and raise such maintainance, and cause
the same to be levied upon the inhabitants, or that payment thereof is

witheld from the minister ; in every such case the said court is hereby
directed and further impowred, over and above the imposing of the fine

by law set upon such delinquent selectmen or assessors, to appoint
three or more sufficient freeholders within the same county, to assess

and apportion the sum agreed or set for the yearly support and main-
tenance of such minister, either by contract or court order, upon the
inhabitants of such town or district in manner as is directed for the
raising other publick charges, and to present the list of such assessment Two justices \o

unto two justices of the peace of the same county, quorum unus, who wam-int for

are hereby impoAvred and required to make out and affix a warrant collecting.

thereto, directed to the constables of such town or district, in form as

is by law prescribed for the levying and collecting of town rates or
assessments, mutatis mutandis, requiring them to collect and levy the
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sum total of said list, and pay in the same unto the minister, or to

such person as shall be appointed by the sessions to receive the same
to his use ; and such constables, failing of a due observance and execu-

tion of such warrant, shall incur the like pains, penalties and forfeitures

as for not collecting and paying in any other rates or assessments to

Satisfaction to them committed. And the court of general sessions of the peace is

assfslors!^
*^^ further directed and impowred to order meet satisfaction to be made

unto the assessors so appointed for their pains and trouble, out of the

fines set upon the delinquent selectmen or assessors as aforesaid ; and
the remainder of said fines (if any be) to be paid to the county treas-

urer for defreying the necessary charges of the county ; any law, usage

or custom to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding.

A7id be itfurther enacted hy the authority aforesaid^

[Sect. 2.] That the inhabitants of each district or precinct, respec-

tively, regularly set oif from any town, shall be and are hereby impow-
red to name and appoint a clerk, as of right towns by law have ; as also

assessors for the assessing and raising a maintenance and support for

the minister of such district or precinct, and to make out a warrant, in

form as by law prescribed for town rates or assessments, directed to the

constable of the town or district, for the collecting and levying of the

same, who is required to execute such warrant accordingly. And in

case the assessors so appointed shall refuse or neglect that service, the

selectmen of the town from whence such district or precinct was set

oflf, shall and are hereby required to assess the inhabitants of the same
the sum agreed upon or set for maintenance of the minister thereof.

\_Passed November 9 ; signed by the Governor andpublished November
21.

Inhabitants of
districts, their
power.

CHAPTER 11.

AN ACT FOR APPOINTING COMMISSIONERS OF SEWERS.

Whereas great quantities of meadows and low grounds, belonging
to sundry persons in several towns, are spoiled by the overflowing of
rivers, brooks and waters, occasioned by banks and stoppages in their

courses, which by industry may be removed, to the benefit and profit

of the owners, and also much meadow and pastm-e land might be
gained out of swamps and other rough and unprofitable grounds, by
drowning and dreyning the same ; to the intent, therefore, that the
owners of such lands and meadows may be encouraged and enabled to

remove such obstructions as occasion such overflows, and to dam and
flow their swamps and other grounds, and thereby bring them to

meadow or pasture, that they may be made profitable to them,

—

He it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council a?id Mepre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, a?id by the authority of the same.

Governor and [Sect. 1.] That it shall be in the power of the governour and coun-

comm\ssions"of ^^ from time to time, upon request to them made by the major part of
gewers. the proprictoi's of any such lands, to grant commissions of sewei*s to

such and so many able and discreet persons as to them shall seem meet
for the clearing and removing of the banks and obstructions of the
passages of the waters in rivers, brooks or ponds, that occasion the

overflows and drowning of meadows and low lands, and also for the

darning and flowing of swamps and other unprofitable grounds, and
Commisaionera' dreining of them; by which commissions the said commissioners shall~""

be impowred to meet and convene together from time to time as occa-

sion may require, to view, consider, consult and contrive such ways and
methods for the clearing and removing the obstructions aforesaid, and

power.


