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for the drowning and dreyning of swamps and other unprofitable

grounds, and to iraploy workmen and labourers for such reasonable

wages as may be agreed on, for the effecting the premises ; and from
time to time to assess and tax all svich persons as may or shall be own-
ers of such ovei*flowed lands or meadows or such unprofitable swamps
and lands as aforesaid, towards the charge thereof, having regard to

each person's quantity of land and benefits to be received thereby, as

equally, according to their best judgment, as they can ; and also to ap-

point and swear a collector or collectors for the collecting and gathering
and paying in the same to such persons as by the said commissioners
shall be appointed to receive it, with powers to distrain all such persons
as shall neglect or refuse to make payment of his, her or their parts or

proportion set and assessed as aforesaid, in such manner as in the prov-

ince rates and taxes by law may be done, and to call before themselves
the said collector or collectors to accompt for his or their betrustments
with reference to the premises.

A7id further be it enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That the said commissioners shall be sworn for the faith- Commissioners

ful discharge of their trust, and shall receive such salaries out of the
said assessment, for their time and expences touching the premises, as

the governour and council shall appoint, unto whom the said commis-
sioners shall be accountable when they shall be thereunto required.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
[Sect. 3.] That in case it shall so happen that any proprietor of any

such lands or meadows to be drowned or dreyned as aforesaid shall be
unable or otherwise neglect to pay his, her or their part or proportion
of the said rates or assessments, it shall and may be lawful to and for

the other proprietors concerned therein to pay the said assessments, and
to hold the said lands and meadows so long until the [rents] [ra^es] and
profits to be received of those lands may re-imburse them, and the com-
missioners aforesaid shall determine the time how long.

Provided, ahcays,
[Sect. 4.] That it shall be in the liberty of any person agrieved Appeal,

at any proceedure had or made by the said commissioners or any
others in pursuance of this act, to appeal therefrom unto the govern-
our and council for relief. \_Passed and published November 21.

CHAPTER 12.

AN ACT FOK THE REVIVING AND RE-ENACTING A CLAUSE IN THE ACT
INTITULED "AN ACT FOR THE REGULATING AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF
FISHERY," THAT HATH BEEN FOR SOME TIME REPEALED BY THE GEN-
ERAL ASSEMBLY.

Whereas, in the second paragraph of the said act it is enacted " that 1692-3, chap. 32.

henceforth no mackrel shall be caught (except for spending whilst fresh)

before the first ofJuly annually " ; aiid whereas the said clause, by an act
afterwards made and passed by the general assembly, was repealed and
made void, which said repeal and the unseasonable catching of mack-
[a]rel thereupon hath been experienced to be very prejudicial to this

province,

—

Be it therefore emicted by His Excellency the Governour, Council
and Rejyresentatives [convened] in General Court or Assembly, and it

is enacted by the authority of the same,
That the said clause above-recited shall be and is hereby revived and Penalty for

re-enacted, and that henceforth no person or persons whatsoever shall e^ei'beiorrt^e*
presume to catch or cause to be caught any mack[a]rel, (except for fif^t of July,
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spending whilst fresh,) before the first of July annually, on penalty of
forfeiting all the inack[a]rel so caught contrary to the true intent and
meaning of this act, and twenty shillings per barrel over and above for

each barrel of the same; the one half of the said forfeiture to be to her
majesty for and towards the support of this her government, and the
other half to him or them that shall inform and sue for the same in any
of her majesty's courts of record within this province. [Passed
November 11 ; signed by the Govei'nor andpublished November 21.

CHAPTER 13.

AN ACT FOR ALTERING THE TIME OF HOLDING THE COURT OF GEN-
ERAL SESSIONS OF THE PEACE, AND INFERIOUR COURT OF COMMON
PLEAS AT SALEM, WITHIN THE COUNTY OF ESSEX.

Whereas the time by law appointed for holding of the court of
general sessions of the peace, and inferiour court of common pleas, at

Salem, within the county of Essex, on the last Tuesday of December,
yearly, falls so far down into the winter, as that oftimes it is very diffi-

cult and impracticable, by reason of the extent of the county, and the
sevei'ities of the weather, and falling of great snows, for the justices

and others concerned to travel unto the same ; for remedy whereof,

and for the ease of her majesty's subjects,

—

Be it declared and enacted by His Excellency the Governow\ Coun-
cil and Mepresentatives in General Court assembled^ and by the atithor-

ity of the same,
That the said court of general sessions of the peace and inferiour

court of common pleas, appointed to be held at Salem, within the
county of Essex, upon the last Tuesday of December, be, from and
after the said next court, holden and kept, at Salem aforesaid, upon the
last Tuesday of November, annually, any law, usage or custom to the
contrary notwithstanding. \_Passed November 10 ; signed by the Gov-
ernor andpublished November 21.

Notes.—The October session, which was prorogued Nov. 21, was the last session of this

General Court ; and a new writ was issued for the Assembly which convened on the tenth of
March following.

The engrossments of all the foregoing acts are preserved, and all, except chapters 4 and 5 and
the two private acts hereafter described, were printed. The title of an act, precisely similar to

the title of chapter 5, occurs in the list of acts received by the Board of Trade, as passed at the

October session ; but as no evidence of the passing of such an act can be found in the records

and archives of the Secretary's office, and as the Council voted to recommend the acceptance by
the Governor of a grant of i'200 made by the House, " in hopes the Assembly will have further

consideration of that Matter in another Session, and do that which is proper and honourable
for the Government," it is presumed that, by a clerical error, chapter 5 was included among the

acts of the October session. The private acts above referred to, bear the following titles:

—

" An Act to enable Samuel Sewall, Esq'' and Hannah his Wife to settle certain lands at Mud-
d_y river, in the countj' of Sutfolke, upon Samuel Sewall their eldest Son."

—

\Pass<id Nov. 11;
signed by the Governor Nov. 21.

"An Act Impowring persons to make Sale of a INIessuage and Lands in Cambridge, belonging
to the heirs of Nathaniel Gookin, Clerk, deced, being minors."

—

[^Passed Nov. 17 ; signed by the

Governor Nov. 21.

For the action of the Board of Trade upon the acts of this year see notes to the two years
preceding.

Chap. 8. " Nov. 21, 1702. James Russell, Elisha Hutchinson, Nath' Byfield, John Leverett

& Samuel Legg, Esq" being nominated by the vote of the Representatives to be the Committee
for Imprinting & Signing the Bills of Credit appointed by the Court to be made and emitted,

The said vote was concurred with the Board, and is Consented to: J. Dudley."
— Council Records, vol. VII., p. 308.

Chap. 10. " Whitehall, May the 24"' 1704. * * * The Lord Bishop of London desired that

an Act past in the Massachusetts Bay entitulod An Act more effectually providing for the sup-
port of Ministers, being an addition to the Act entituled An Act for the settlement and support

<»f Ministers and School Masters made in the fourth year of the reign of King William and


