
[3d Sess.] Province Laws.—1706-T. 597

ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON the Twenty-Third day of October, A.D. 1706.

CHAPTER 9.

AN ACT FOR MAINTAINING AND PROPAGATING OF RELIGION.

Whereas the laws of this province have made good and wholsome
provision that every town within the same be constantly supplyed with
an able, learned orthodox minister or ministers, of good conversation,

to dispense the word of God unto them, and that such minister and
ministers be suitably encouraged and sufficiently supported and main-
tained by the inhabitants of such town[s]; for the rendring of said

laws more effectual, and to prevent the growth of atheism, irreligion

and prophaneness,

—

JBe it enacted and ordained by Sis Excellency the Governour^ Coun-
cil and Representatives in General Court assembled^ and by the author-
ity of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That the justices of the court of general sessions of the Grand juries,

peace within the several counties, at the openinsr of their court from f* ^^ sessions

!• j.^- 1 • • -i-i ,.1^ °-i. IT,, to be specially
time to time, do give in special charge to the grand jury to make dih- ch.arged to

gent inquiry and presentment of all towns and districts, within such ment orto«"ns
county, that are destitute of a minister, as by law is directed ; and of *''»* are desti-

such towns and districts that neglect to fulfil their contracts and agree- do nors°upport

ments, and do not make suitable provision for the support and mainte- ^^^^^ ministers.

nance of their minister or ministers accordingly.
[Sect. 2.] And upon such presentment, complaint or information in court of ses-

any other manner, the court of general sessions of the peace are di- ^|°"« *° "^^^^

rected and required, vigorously to put the laws in execution for the ordersr**'^'^^

redressing of all defects and neglects of that kind, and forthwith to
make the necessary orders to that end, as by law they are impowred

;

and in case their orders, so made, be not duely observed, or by the —to make re-

contrivances and practices of ill men be eluded, and rendred ineffectual e?lKassemb1j"
for the speedy remedying and reforming of so great an evil, the jus- i° case,

tices of such court are to represent and make report of their proceed-
ings unto the next session of the great and general court or assembly.
And be itfurther enacted by the authority aforesaid,
[Sect. 3.] That upon report made as aforesaid by the justices of upon towns'

the court of general sessions of the peace within any county, that, erai a*ssembfy""

notwithstanding the orders by them made as aforesaid, any town or ^^
p'"*'^''^^ min-

district within their county do remain destitute of a minister qualifyed their support,

as by law is provided, or do neglect to make due provision for the suffi-

cient support or maintenance of their minister or ministers, according
to contract and agreement made with him or them, or as the said court
shall have ordered, where there is no contract in that respect, the
general assembly to which such report or representation shall be made,
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ehall take effectual care to provide and send an able, learned orthodox
minister, of good conversation, to every such town or district that are

destitute, and also provide for his honourable support and maintenance,
by adding so much to the proportion of such town or district to the
publick taxes, from time to time, as they may judge sufficient for that
end ; and so in like manner for the support and maintenance of minis-
ters in such towns or districts that neglect to fulfil and perform the
contract and agreement made with their ministers ; and shall also pro-
ceed after the same manner to supply and support a minister in places

that are destitute, Avhere the justices neglect their duty to take care

thereof
Tobepaidont [Sect. 4.] And the additional sums so laid as aforesaid, shall be

a ury.
^gggggg^j^ collected and paid into the publick treasury, together with the

other publick taxes, and shall be drawn out thence by warrant from the

governour, by and with the advice and consent of the council, and be
duely paid to the minister and ministers respectively for whom it shall

be laid : provided^

[Sect. 5.] This act shall continue in force for the space of three

years next after the enacting thereof, and no longer. \_Passed Novem-
ber 14 ;

published December 13.

CHAPTER 10.

AN ACT FOR REVIVING AND FURTHER CONTINUING OF THE ACT AGAINST
SOULDIERS AND SEAMEN IN HER MAJESTY'S SERVICE, BEING ARRESTED
FOR DEBT.

"Whereas the act entituled " An Act against souldiers and seamen
in her majesty's service being arrested for debt," pass'd and enacted in

the third year of her present majesty's reign, was made temporary, and
the time of limitation therein mentioned being expired, and it being
judged necessary that the same be continued in this time of war,

—

£e it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,
i?oi-5,cliap.io. That the said act intituled "An Act against souldiers and seamen in

her majesty's service being arrested for debt," with all and singular

the paragraphs, articles, powers, penalties, matters and things therein

contained, be and hereby are revived and further continued to be exer-

cised, practised and put in execution, for and by the space of one year,

and no longer. [Passed November 15 ;
published December 13.

CHAPTER 11.

An ACT FOR THE RAISING AND INCREASE OF DOGS, FOR THE BETTER
SECURITY OF THE FRONTIERS.

Whereas upon tryal lately made of rangeing and scouring the woods
on the frontiers, with hounds and other dogs used to hunting, it has
proved of great service to discourage and keep off the Indians ; for en-

couragement, therefore, to raise and train up a greater number of dogs,

to be so improved,

—

De it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Pepresen-
tatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same.

Allowance. [Sect. 1.] That such person and persons, living in any of the fron-

tiers within this province, who shall take, keep and raise up any whelp


