
ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON THE Twenty-Fifth day of May, A.D. 1709.

CHAPTER 1.

AN ACT FOR REVIVING AND FURTHER CONTINUING OF SEVERAL TEMPO-
RARY ACTS, WHICH, BY THEIR RESPECTIVE LIMITATIONS, ARE NEAR
DETERMINING AND EXPIRING.

Whebeas several acts have been made and pass'd by this great and
general court, with limitations to continue for a certain time, now near

expiring, the revival and further continuing whereof is found neces-

sary,—
Be it therefore enacted by Sis Excellency the Governour^ Council

and Mepresentatives in General Court assembled^ and by the authority

of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That the act entituled "An Act directing how rates or i699-i7oo,cii.20.

taxes to be granted by the general assembly shall be assessed and col- ratifs'or taxes'

lected," made and pass'd in the twelfth year of the reign of his late
l^^and^coiTect-'

majesty, Eang William the Third, and all and singular the clauses, ed.

paragraphs, articles, directions, powers, penalties, forfeitures, references,

matters and things in the said act contained, be and hereby is revived

and continued in force, to be practiced, exercised and put in execution,

until the twenty-ninth day of June, which shall be in the year of our
Lord one thousand seven hundred and sixteen, any proviso or limitation

therein contained notwithstanding, and not afterwards.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That the act entituled "An Act to prevent the deserting leoa-iroo.ch. 22.

of the frontiers," made and pass'd in the twelfth year of his said late
^'""t*^'^-

majestie's reign ; the paragraph in addition to the act for levying soul-

diers, contained in an act entituled "An Act for further continuing of I70i-2,ch.i4,§2.

several acts therein mentioned, that are near expiring," made and pass'd Soldiers,

in the thirteenth year of his said late majestie's reign ; the act entituled
" An Act for granting unto her majesty an excise upon wines, liquors 1703;4, ch. 5.

and strong drink, sold by retail
;

" the act entituled " An Act granting ^o&t!"
^""^ '""

unto her majesty several rates and duties of impost and tunnage of i703-4, ch. 4.

shipping," both made and pass'd in the second year of her present
majestie's reign, and all and singular the paragraphs, articles, clauses,

powers, penalties, forfeitures, references, matters and things contained
in the said three last acts, be and hereby are revived and further con-
tinued in force, to be practiced, exercised and put in execution, imtil

the twenty-ninth day of June, which shall be in the year of our Lord
one thousand seven hundred and ten, any jDroviso or limitation in the
said acts or either of them notwithstanding.

[Sect. 3.] And that, for and during the present war with France, Tonnage to be

the duty of tunagc of shipping shall be paid in good new gunpowder, powder
f"°
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and in no other specie, any law, usage or custom to the contrary not-
withstanding ; and the commissioner and receiver is hereby impowred
to require and demand payment of the said duty accordingly : the said
duty of tunage of shipping to be paid only for such part of any ship
or vessel as is owned by persons living out of this province, and not for
such part as is owned by persons inhabiting within the same, or in any
part or place particularly excepted in and by the act hereby revived.
And the commissioner is hereby impowered, when and so often as he
shall apprehend it needful, to examin upon oath the master of any ship
or vessel concerning the owners thereof.

A?id be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid^
[Sect. 4.] That the act entituled "An Act for punishing of officers

and souldiers retained in her majestie's service, and under pay," made
and pass'd in the third year of lier present majestie's reign ; the act en-
tituled " An Act to encourage the prosecution of the Indian enemy and
rebels," made and pass'd in the fifth year of her present majestie's reign,

with the addition made thereto in an act pass'd in the fifth and sixth

years of her said majestie's reign ; the act entituled "An Act against
souldiers and seamen in her majestie's service being arrested for debt,"
made and pass'd in the third year of her present majestie's reign, and
all and singular the paragraphs, clauses, articles, directions, powers,
penalties, forfeitures, references, matters and things in the said several
acts, and every of them respectively, contained, be and hereby are
revived, re-inacted and directed to abide and remain in force, and ac-

cordingly to be exercised, practiced and put in execution, as occasion
shall require, until the twenty-ninth day of June, which will be in the
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ten : provided^ 7iev-

ertheless,—
[Sect. 5.] That the act for punishing of officers and souldiers

retained in her majestie's service and under pay, shall be determined
before the said twenty-ninth day of June if the war with France be
brought to an end before that time : and p>'>'ovided^

[Sect. 6.] That no commission officer but such as are in actual

service and under pay, shall be a member of any court-martial, or sit

upon the trial of any offender : ayid provided^

[Sect. 7.] That no officer or souldier after his being dismiss'd and
out of pay, shall be tried by a court-martial for any offence committed
during his continuance in the service ; but such officer or souldier shall

be left to be tried by the course of the common law, any usage or

custom to the contrary notwithstanding.
And be it further enacted^

[Sect. 8.] That the act entituled "An Act for putting the militia

of this province into a readiness for defence of the same," be carefully

observed and vigorously prosecuted. {Passed June 14.

CHAPTER 2.

AN ACT AGAINST INDIANS BEING SUED FOR DEBT.

Whereas some of the Indian, native inhabitants of this province,

out of an aversion for industry and labour, do frequently run into debt,

more especially for strong drink, of an insatiable thirst to gratify their

vicious inclination, and being unable to pay are brought further in debt,

by imprisonment, charge of law-suits, and a rigorous pursuit, and finally

made servants, which may prove of fatal consequence if not timely

remedyed ; and further to put the Indians upon industry and labour to

support themselves,

—


