
566 Province Laws.—1710-11. [Chap. 12.]

ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON the Eleventh* day of October, A.D. 1710.

CHAPTER 12.

AN ACT FOR EXCHANGING THE TWENTY-SHILLING BILL OF CREDIT, &c.

1702, chap. 8. Wheeeas, at the first imprinting of the bills of publick ci'edit on this

province of the Massachusetts Bay, in the year [1702] [^one thousand
seven hundred and two\ there were three plates engraven of the twenty-
shilling bill, having only some literal difierence in the character each

from other, one of which, by the wicked practises of some ill-minded

men, has been perniciously counterfeited, and divers false bills have
been uttered, imposing on her majesty's good subjects, to their loss and
damage ; the cheat being less perceptable and more difiicultly discovered

by reason that there are three several impressions of the twenty-shilling

bill, with some small variance, not obvious without a curious inspec-

tion ; and, for the better preventing of such fraud and cousenage for the

future, this court, at their session in May last past, having ordered that

two of the said plates be erazed and altered into other sums, and that a

certain number of twenty-shilling bills be imprinted off the third plate,

with the alteration of the date to this present year one thousand seven

hundred and ten, to be signed, perfected and delivered into the treasury,

to the value, as they judged, of the outstanding twenty-shilling bills,

with intent to call in and exchange the same, and that henceforward
there should be an impression of that sum off one plate only, which
being accordingly jsrepared and made ready,

—

Be it therefore enacted hy His Excellency the Governoitr^ Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same,

Twenty-shilling [Sect. 1.] That the treasurer and receiver-general of this province,

of 'mlncTt to**^
^*-*^" ^^^^ time being, be and hereby is directed and required, from and

btj issued. after the publication of this act, not to issue or j^ay out any of the
twenty-shilling bills of the date of one thousand seven hundred and
two, but to keep them in the treasury, with those of the like sum and
date yet outstanding, when drawn in to be numbred and accounted
among the other bills that are worn out and rendred unfit for service,

and disposed of as this court shall order.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

Twenty-shilling [Sect. 2.] That, from and after the publication of this act, the

be exchanged! treasurer be and hereby is impowred and directed to exchange all

the twenty-shilling bills of the aforesaid date of one thousand seven
hundred and two, which shall be brought to him by any person or per-

sons whomsoever, before the first day of March next, being true bills,
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not falsifyed, and give them other bills in lieu thereof; and all persons

possessing any of the said twenty-shilling bills, dated [1702] [one thou-

sand seven hundred and t'Wo\ are hereby required to bring them to the

treasurer to be exchanged accordingly.

[Sect. 3.] And that printed copies of this act be forthwith sent to Printed copies

the sheriffs of the respective counties, to be by them transmitted to the *° ® sperse

several towns of their precincts, there to be posted up. {Passed No-
vember 4 ;

published November 15.

CHAPTER 13.

AN ACT FOR THE BETTER REGULATION OF FOWLING.

"Whereas the water-fowl, of divers kinds, which were wont In former

years in great numbers to fi-equent the maritime towns of this province,

were of great service and benefit to the inhabitants, both for meat and
feathers, but are now, in great measure, affrighted and driven away by
many persons who have made use of boats, or canoes with sails, or

canoes or floats trimmed up, covered, or disguised Avith hay, sedge, sea-

weed, ice, cloths or other materials, therein to go off to shoot them at

distances from the shoar, upon the flatts and feeding ground, which
practices, if continued, are likely to have the ill effect to cause the fowl

wholly to desert and disuse the said towns ; for prevention whereof,

—

jBe it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Repre-

sentatives in General Coxirt assembled^ a7id by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That if any person or persons shall, at any time after two
months from the publication of this act, make use of any boat, canoe,

float, raft or other vessel dressed up, or anywise disguised, or of any

boat or canoe with sailes, wherewith to approach to and shoot at any
water-fowle, in any part of this province, he or they so offending shall

each of them forfeit and pay for every such offence the sum of forty

shillings, one moiety thereof to the informer, the other moiety to the

poor of the town where the offence shall be committed.

[Sect. 2.] And every such offender shall be and hereby is prohibited

and restrained from useing a gun to shoot at water-fowle for the space

of three years next after his offence, upon the like penalty of forty

shillings for each time he shall presume so to offend, to be disposed of

in manner as the forfeiture aforementioned.

[Sect. 3.] This act to continue in force until the tenth day of De-
cember, in the year one thousand seven hundred and thirteen, and no
longer. {jPassed November 4 ;

published November 15.

Notes.—There were six sessions of the General Court this year, at two of which, onh', acts

were passed. The engrossments of all the foregoing acts are preserved, and all of them, but

chapters 10 and 11, were printed.

For the doings of the Privy Council see kotes to 1707, ante.

Chap. 2. In Januarj', 1738, the validity of this act, as also of chapter 14 of the acts of 1G92-3,
to which this was in addition, was established by a decree of the Judicial Committee of the

Privy Council, upon an appeal from the decree of the Governor and Council, sitting as a court

of appeals in probate, afTirming an order of the Judge of Probate for the county of Suffolk, tor

dividing the real estate of Ileury Phillips, deceased, among his mother, brother and sisters, &c.
This interesting case, which is fully reported in the Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical

Society, is important as illustrating the effect of the Royal approval, upon acts passed by the

Provincial Assembly not strictly in accordance with the laws and customs of England, and also

as furnishing further evidence that the acts passed, here, between 1700 and 1715, of which no
allowance by the Privy Council has been found, were, virtually, approved, and were so consid-

ered by leading British law^-ers and magistrates at the date of the above decision.

—

See " iho

case of Phillips vs. Savage " in Proceedings of Mass. Ilist. Soc, 18G0-1862, pp. 64r-80, and
165-171.

Chap. 12. " June 29, 1710. Report of the Committee for preventing the Counterfeiting tha
Bill.s of publick Credit; viz.,

—


