
ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON the Thirtieth day of May, A.D. 1711.

CHAPTER 1.

AN ACT FOR SECURING THE BILLS OF CREDIT ON THE NEIGHBOURING
GOVERNMENTS.

Whereas the bills of publick credit on the respective neighbouring
governments of her majestie's province of New Hampshire, the colony of

Connecticut, and the colony of Rhode Island and Providence Planta-

tions, have obtained a currency, in a way of trade and commerce,
within this her majestie's province of the Massachusetts Bay, the falsi-

fying or counterfeiting whereof, or disparaging of the same, may prove
of pernicious consequence, to the very great hurt and obsti'uction of
her majestie's service, and also to the interruption and discouragement
of mutual and reciprocal trade and commerce, as well as loss and dam-
age to the publick and to private persons ; for prevention whereof,

—

J3a it enacted by His Excellency the G-overnour, Council and Rep-
resentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same,
That Avhosoever shall presume to forge, counterfeit, or utter any bill Penalty for

or bills (knowing the same to be filse and counterfeit), of tlie tenor or &c^*^^
eitmg

in imitation of any of the bills of credit on the province of New
Hampshire, the colony of Connecticut, the colony of Rhode Island
and Providence Plantation, by law established within the said govern-
ments, or any of them, or that shall counsel, advise, procure, or any
ways assist in the forging, counterfeiting, imprinting, stamping or sign-

ing of any such false bills ; or engrave any plate, or make any other
insti'ument to be used for that purpose ; or that shall alter or increase

the sum or figures in any of the bills of credit on any of the govern-
ments aforesaid; or forgo or counterfeit any ngme, hand, stamp or
private mark, that now is or hereafter shall be ordered to be made or
set thereon ; every person and persons so offending, in any of the par-
ticulars before enumerated, shall be liable to and suffer the same pains
and penalties as are by law provided against the forging or counter-
feiting any of the bills of credit on this her majestie's province of the
Massachusetts Bay, or anything tending thereto, or of altering the sums,
figures or marks thereof \_Passed June 8.

CIIAPTER 2 .

AN ACT FOR SUPPRESSING OF ROBBERIES AND ASSAULTS.

To the intent her majesty's Icige people may be in peace, and out of
fear of being assaulted and robbed by ill-minded wicked ruffians, as
they arc travelling the common roads or highways, or of being
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insulted and indecently treated or abused as they are civilly walking
and recreating themselves in the fields, streets, or lanes in towns,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governoiir, Council and Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of the

same,
[Sect. 1.] That every pei'son and persons that shall be convicted

of assaulting, [a7id'] robbing, and taking away from the person of

another, travelling the common road or highway, any money, goods,

clothing, or other things whatsoever, shall be punished with burning in

the forehead or hand, suffer six months' imprisonment, and render

treble damages to the party robbed ; and upon a second conviction of

the like offence, shall be deemed a felon, and suffer the pains of death,

as in cases of felony.

[^nf?] be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,

[Sect. 2.] That whosoever shall be convicted of assaulting, or

offering any insolence or violence to any woman or womankind, in the

fields, streets or lanes, in any town, or of despoiling them, [of] damni-

fying or defacing any of their attire or ornaments, or attempting the

same, shall be punished by being publicly whip'd, not exceeding ten

stripes, or by being committed to the house of correction, to receive

the discipline of the house, and continue there by the space of thirty

days, and kept according to the rules and orders of the house ; and also

find sureties for the good behaviour, before he be discharged. And
any two justices of the peace, quorum tmus, in the vacancy of the

court of general sessions of the joeace, are impowred to hear and deter-

mine this offence.

[Sect. 3.] And if the party so offending shall afterwards be con-

victed of committing the like offence a second time, he shall be further

punished with burning in the hand, by sentence of the court of general

sessions of the peace.

And it is further enacted,

[Sect. 4.] That, in either of the offences aforesaid, the oath of the

party assaulted or robbed, being of reputation, shall be received as one

sufficient evidence towards convicting the person charged. [^Passed

June 8
;
published June 16.

CHAPTER 3.

AN ACT FOR REVIVING AND FURTHER CONTINUING OF SEVERAL TEMPO-
RARY ACTS, WHICH. BY THEIR RESPECTIVE LIMITATIONS ARE NEAR
DETERMINING AND EXPIRING.

Whereas several acts have been made and passed by the great and
general court, with limitations, to continue for a certain time now near

expiring, the revival and further continuing whereof is found neces-

sary,

—

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled^ and by the authority of
the same,

1699-1700, oh. 23. [Sect. 1.] That the act entituled " An Act to prevent the deserting

of the frontiers," made and passed in the twelfth year of the reign of

his late majesty King William the Third ; the paragraph in addition to

1701-2, chap. 14. the act for levying souldiers, contained in an act intituled " An Act for

further continuing of several acts therein mentioned that are near ex-

piring," made and passed in the thirteenth year of his said late majesty's

1703-4, chap. 4. reign ; the act intituled " An Act granting unto her majesty several

rates and duties of impost and tunnage of shipping," made and passed


