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ACT
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON THE Seventeenth day of October, A.D. 171 i.

CHAPTER 5.

A2T ACT PROVIDING, IN CASE OF FIRE, FOR THE MORE SPEEDY EXTIN-
GUISHMENT THEREOF, AND FOR THE PRESERVING OF GOODS ENDAN-
GERED THEREBY.

Whereas, by reason of the contiguity and adjoyning of the houses preamble,

and dwellings within the town of Boston, persons are under great
affrightment and hurry, upon the breaking out of fire, and not only
the person in whose house the fire first breaks out, but the neighbour-
hood are concerned to employ their utmost diligence and application

to extinguish the fire and prevent the progress thereof, and to preserve

their substance, by the removal of their goods, being glad of the assist-

ance of others in that regard ; and divers evil-minded and wicked per-
sons, on pretence of charitably offering their help, taking advantage of
such confusion and calamities to rob, plunder, imbezel, convey away
and conceal the goods and efiects of their distressed neighbours ; for

l^reventing wdiereof,

—

J3e it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That it shall and may be lawful, to and for the justices of Firewardsj

the peace and selectmen of the town of Boston, from time to time
to ajjpoint such number of prudent persons, of known fidelity, not
exceeding ton, in the several jiarts of the town, as they may think fit,

who shall be denominated and called firewards, and have a proper —badge of their

badge assigned to distinguish them in their office; viz., a staff of five
^^'^^''

feet in length, coloured red, and headed with a bright brass spire of six

inches long ; and at times of the breaking forth of fire, and during the —power,
continuance thereof, shall and hereby are fully authorized and impowred
to command and require assistance for the extinguishing and putting
out the fire, and for removing of household stuff and furniture, goods
and merchandizes, out of any dwelling-houses, storehouses, or other
buildings actually on fire, or in danger thereof, and guards to secure
and take care of the same ; as, also, to require assistance for the iDulling Puiiing down
down or blowing up of any houses, or any other service relating or blowing up

thereto, by the direction of two or three of the chief civil or military i692-3,cii 13, §4.

officers of the town (as is by law provided), to stop and prevent the
further spreading of the fire, and to suppress all tumults and disorder.

[Sect. 2.] And the officers from time to time appointed as afore- Assistance to

said, are required, upon the notice of fire breaking forth, taking their ^^ si^en them,

badge with them, immediately to repair to the place, and vigorously
exert their authoiity for the requiring of assistance, and using utmost
endeavours to extinguish or prevent the spreading of the fire, and to
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preserve and secure the estate of the inhabitants ; and due obedience
is required to be yielded to them, and each of them, accordingly for

that service.

Penalty for neg- [Sect. 3.] And all disobedience, neglect or refusal in any, shall be
^^''^' informed of to some of her majestie's justices of the peace, within two

days next after; and the offenders therein, upon conviction thereof

before any two justices, quorum unus, shall forfeit and pay the sum of

forty shillings each, to be levied and distributed, by the discretion of

the selectmen, among the poor most distressed by the fire ; and in case

the offender or offenders are unable to satisfy the fine, then to suffer

ten days' imprisonment.
And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid.

Penalty on such [Sect. 4.] That if any evil-minded, wicked persons shall take ad-

cea^ rob or "em- vantage of sucli Calamity to rob, plunder, purloin, imbezel, convey
bezzie g^^'^s away, or conceal any goods, merchandizes or effects of the distressed

fire. inhabitants whose houses are on fire, or endangered thereby, and put

ui^on removing their goods, and shall not restore and give notice thereof

to the owner or owners, if known, or bring them into such publick

place as shall be appointed and assigned by the governour and council,

within the space of two days next after proclamation made for that

purpose, the person or persons so offending, and being thereof con-

victed, shall be deemed thieves, and suffer the utmost severities of the

pains and penalties by law provided against such. \_Passed October 31.


