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CHAPTER 4.

AN ACT FOR EXPLANATION, AND IN ADDITION TO THE ACT FOR KEEPING
OF WATCHES IN TOWNS, PASSED IN THE ELEVENTH YEAR OF THE
REIGN OF KING WILLIAM THE THIRD.

Whereas provision is made in and by a paragraph or clause in the 1699-I700,ch. lo.

said act, that a watch may be kept in towns in other manner than a
constable's watch, where the members of the council and justices of
the peace, together with the selectmen, and the selectmen by them-
selves where no member of the council or justice dwells, shall judge
it most for the benefit and safety thei'eof, the inhabitants also agreeing
to suj^port the charge,

—

Be it declared and enacted by His Excellency the Governoiir^ Council
and Mepresentatives in General Court assembled^ and by the authority

of the same^
[Sect. 1.] That when, from time to time, a watch, in other and SatJhmen°°nd

different manner from a constable's watch, shall be agreed upon and badge,

directed in any town, in manner as afore-expressed, the number and
qualification of the persons whereof it shall consist shall also be agreed
upon as aforesaid, and one sober, discreet, able-bodied householder
appointed to take the charge and command thereof, and to see that the
watchmen do their duty ; who, as a badge of his office, shall carry a
quarter-pike, with a sj^ire on the top thereof; and every watchman
shall carry a staff, with a bill fastned thereon, as is usual.

[Sect. 2.] And the said officer and watchmen are hereby respec- Watchmen's

tively impowred and authorized to prevent and suppress all disturb- P°^^^'

ances, routs, unnecessary noises and disorders in the night ; to exam-
ine all jjersons whom they shall find abroad after ten a clock, (other
than known, sober, orderly householders or inhabitants), of their busi-

ness abroad, and whither they are going ; and, in case they are refrac-

tory, and give not a reasonable account of themselves and business, or
are persons of ill fame, or justly suspected to have any unlawful
intention or design, then to restrain and secure them, by imprisonment
or otherwise, and keep them safe until the morning ; and then carry

them before a justice of the peace, to be examined and proceeded
against according to the nature of the offence.

[Sect. 3.] And the said w^atchmen are required to walk in and —duty,

about the streets, wharffs, lanes and principal parts of the town, to see

that good rule and order be kept, and to suppress all disorders and
misrule.

[Sect. 4.] And when, at any time or times, any one or more mem- Watchmen and

bers of the council, justices of the peace or selectmen shall think fit to attend the
°

walk by night, to inspect the orders of the town wherein they dwell, members of the

as well the said watchmen, as one or more of the constables, are tices, &'c.

required to attend and accompany them, and to observe and obey their

lawful commands.
A7id be it further enacted,

[Sect, 5.] That the fee to the goaler for persons taken up in the Feeforcommit

night, and committed to be secured only whilst the next day, shall be
^^^^'

one shilhng, and no more. [Passed August 23.


