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ACTS
Passed at the Session begun and held at Boston,

ON THE Twenty-Second day of October,

A.D. 1712.

CHAPTER 5.

Concord court.
1699, chs. 1, 2.

Cambridge
court.

AN ACT FOR ALTERING THE TIME FOR HOLDING THE COURT OF GENERAL
SESSIONS OF THE PEACE AND INFERIOUR COURT OF COMMON PLEAS,
APPOINTED TO BE HELD AT CONCORD AND CA]\tBRIDGE, RESPECTIVELY,
FOR AND WITHIN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX.

For the better accommodation and conveniency of the county and
the business thereof,

—

Be it enacted by His Excellency the Governour, Council and Repre-
sentatives in General Court assetnhled^ and hy the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That the court of general sessions of the peace and infe-

riour court of common pleas for and within the county of Middlesex,

appointed by law to be held at Concord, on the second Tuesday in

June, annually, be henceforth held and kept at Concord on the last

Tuesday in August, yearly.

[Sect. 2.] And that the court of general sessions of the peace and
inferiour court of common pleas, for and within the said county of Mid-
dlesex, appointed by law to be held at Cambridge, on the last Tuesday
in August, annually, be held and kept at Cambridge on the second

Tuesday in June, yearly, any law, usage or custom to the contrary

thereof in any wise notwithstanding. [Passed November 6
;
published

November 11.

CHAPTER 6.

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE OPPRESSION OF DEBTORS.

Whekeas, by reason of the great scarcity of money, and the want of

other adequate media for the necessary support and carrying on the

affairs of the government, particularly in the service of the war for the

defence of her majesty's subjects and interests within this her majesty's

1702 chap. 8.
province, the government, several years since, j^rojected and ordered

the making and emitting of bills of publick credit, to be accepted and
received, in all publick payments, equivalent to money, with the advance

of five pounds per cent thereon upon good and sufficient funds granted

for the calling in and answering of the same, which bills, by common
consent and agreement, have likewise obtained a universal currency

throughout the province in all private trade and dealings betwixt mer-

chants and others, and are found very beneficial and serviceable for

facilitating of the same ; the whole course of the trade from the year one
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thousand seven hundred and five having been generally managed and
regulated thereby, and all debts since made and contracted (where
there has been no sj^ecial agreement [or] [anc?] contract otherwise),

generally understood to be contracted for the said bills ; and the mer-
chants and trading party having made application to this court for fur-

ther encouragement to be given to the said bills in the way of private

commerce and dealings, and to prevent oppression by a rigorous ex-

action of money (which is not to be had), for debts contracted with the
real intent, both of debtor and creditor, to be paid in bills, though not
expressly mentioned,

—

He it therefore enactedand declared by His Excellency the Govemour,
Council and Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

authority of the satiie.

That from and after the publication of this act, no debtor for any Bills of credit

debt made or contracted since the thirtieth day of October in the year for payment^of

of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and five, or that shall be made *^®^*'

and contracted before the thirtieth day of Octobei', which will be in the

year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and fifteen (s]oecialties

and express contracts in writing always excepted), that shall tender
satisfaction and payment of his full debt in good and lawful bills of
credit on this province, shall be lyable to have execution served and
levyed upon his estate or person, or be imprisoned upon any recovery
[o/] [or] judgment, to be granted against him for such debt, any law,

custom or usage to the contrary notwithstanding. [^Passed November
8

;
pid)lished November 11.

CHAPTER 7.

AN ACT FOR ERECTING A SPECIAL INFERIOUR COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
WITHIN THE ISLAND OF NANTUCKETT.

Where A.S complaint is made by Stephen Hussey, on behalfe of himself

and divers others, inhabitants and proprietors of the island ofNantucket,
as also by divers Indian sachems on the said island, of wrong and in-

jury done them in their rights and propertys, and that they cannot have
redress by course of law in the courts established there, by reason of the
consanguinity, affinity and relation that is betwixt the justices of the
said courts and the inhabitants of the said island in general ; wherefore

to the intent that justice be equally and impartially administred to all

her majesty's good subjects, and, in an especial manner, for the quieting

of the Indian native proprietors,

—

Be it enacted by Ilis Excellency the Govemour, Council and Hepre-
sentatives in Genercd Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

[Sect. 1.] That there be an inferiour court of common pleas, for

this time specially constituted, within the said island, to be holden by
four able, skilfull and uninterested persons, as justices of the said court,

to be nominated and appointed by the governour, by and with the advice
and consent of the council, any three of whome to be a quorum, who
shall receive commission from the governour for their sitting and open-
ing of the said court, at such day and place, within the said island, as

they or any three of them shall appoint for that purpose, and cause to

be published in the said island at any day betwixt the first and the last

day of August, in the year 1713 ; which said justices, to be appointed,

and commissioned as aforesaid, shall be impowred to hold plea of aU
civil actions, both real and personal, which shall be brought before
them by the said Stephen Hussey or any other inhabitants of the said


