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board of selectmen of said town for a term of three years and upon such terms and conditions

as said board of selectmen shall determine.

SECTION 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 1 , the incumbent in the

office of the town clerk upon the acceptance of this act by the voters of the town of

Lancaster shall continue to hold said office and perform the duties thereof until the

expiration of his term or an earlier vacating of office.

SECTION 3. This act shall be submitted to the voters of the town of Lancaster at a

regular or special town election to be held in said town in the form of the following question

which shall be placed on the official ballot: "Shall an act passed by the General Court in the

year 1997, entitled 'An Act providing for the appointment of the town clerk in the town of

Lancaster', be accepted?"

Ifa majority of the votes in answer to said question is in the affirmative, this act shall

take effect, but not otherwise.

Approved September 17, 1997.

Chapter 98. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF
ROCKLAND REGARDING TOWN OFFICIALS.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollows:

SECTION 1. Section 2.01 ofArticle II of the charter of the town of Rockland, which

is on file in the office of the archivist of the commonwealth, as provided in section 12 of

chapter 43B of the General Laws, is hereby amended by striking out subsection D and

inserting in place thereof the following subsection:-

D. Elected and appointed town officials must be registered voters in the town of

Rockland. The term appointed town officials shall only apply to those persons appointed to

serve on the various boards and commissions. All full time administrative personnel shall

not be town officials for the purpose of this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved September 17, 1997.

Chapter 99. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE MATURITIES OF CERTAIN BONDS
AND NOTES TO BE ISSUED BY THE TOWN OF RUTLAND.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollows:

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to the

contrary, the treasurer and board of selectmen of the town of Rutland may provide that the

maturities of the bonds and notes authorized under Article 1 of the warrant for the special

town meeting held on March 7, 1 996 shall be so arranged that for each issue the amounts

payable on the several years for principal and interest combined shall be as nearly equal as

practicable in the opinion of said treasurer and said board of selectmen or in the alternative,
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in accordance with a schedule providing a more rapid amortization of principal.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved September 18, 1997.

Chapter 100. AN ACT RELATIVE TO UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its purpose, which

is to lower forthwith unemployment insurance costs, therefore it is hereby declared to be an

emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollows:

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 14 of chapter 151A of the General Laws,

the experience rate of an employer qualifying therefor under subsection (b) of said section

14 of said chapter 151A shall be the rate which appears in the column designated "C" for

calendar year 1998.

Approved September 23, 1997.

Chapter 101. AN ACT ESTABLISHING A SICK LEAVE BANK FOR GINA B.

O'NEILL, AN EMPLOYEE OF THE TRIAL COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its purpose, which

is to immediately establish a sick leave bank for a certain employee of the trial court of the

commonwealth, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the

immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollows:

Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law, rule or regulation to

the contrary, the trial court of the commonwealth is hereby authorized and directed to

establish a sick leave bank for Gina B. O'Neill, an employee of the Dukes division of the

probate and family court department of said trial court. Any employee of said trial court may
voluntarily contribute one or more of his sick, personal or vacation days to said sick leave

bank for use by said Gina B. O'Neill.

Theforegoing was laid before the Governor on thefifteenth day ofSeptember, 1997

and after ten days had the force of law as prescribed by the Constitution as it was not

returned by him to the branch in which it originated with his objections thereto within that

time.
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