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as well as any federal course certifications as may be required.

SECTION 3. Any person holding a United States Coast Guard first class pilot

endorsement for those waters, including a minimum of 15 active pilot transits on vessels

engaged in foreign trade within the 3 years before July 1, 2003, shall qualify and be

commissioned as a transit pilot for the waters for which that person is licensed. For all

others, upon approval of the district 3 commissioner of pilots, any person so qualified shall

be commissioned as a transit pilot for the waters for which that person is licensed.

Approved March 25, 2004.

Chapter 51. AN ACT EXTENDING THE TIME FOR POLITICAL PARTY
COMMITTEES TO ORGANIZE IN THE CURRENT YEAR.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its purpose, which

is forthwith to extend the time for political party committees to organize in April of the

current year, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the

immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollows:

Notwithstanding sections 1 and 4 of chapter 52 of the General Laws, in the current

year a state, city, ward or town committee of a political party shall meet and organize within

20 days after the thirtieth day following the election of its members.

Approved March 26, 2004.

Chapter 52. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A SPECIAL ELECTION TO FILL A
VACANCY ON THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN IN THE TOWN OF
WILMINGTON.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollows:

SECTION 1. Section 3 of chapter 592 of the acts of 1950 is hereby amended by

striking out the last sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:- When
a vacancy occurs among the selectmen by reason of death, resignation, change of residence

from the town, or other disability, the remaining board of selectmen shall order a special

election to be held not less than 65 days and not more than 90 days following notification of

the vacancy at which the voters shall elect a selectman for the remainder of the unexpired

term.

SECTION 2. This act shall be submitted for acceptance to the voters of the town of

Wilmington at the annual town meeting to be held in the year 2004 in the form of the follow -
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ing question which shall be placed on the official ballot to be used for the election of town

officers :-

"Shall an act passed by the general court in the year 2004 entitled 'An Act providing

for a special election to fill a vacancy on the board of selectmen in the town of Wilmington'

be accepted?" If a majority of votes cast in answer to the question is in the affirmative, the

act shall take effect but not otherwise.

This bill was returned by the Governor to the House ofRepresentatives, the branch

in which it originated, with his objections thereto, was passed by the House on March 11,

2004 and in concurrence by the Senate on March 25, 2004, the objections of the Governor

notwithstanding, in the mannerprescribed by the Constitution, and therefore has theforce

of law.

Chapter 53. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE OFF-STREET PARKING BOARD IN

THE CITY OF WORCESTER.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollows:

SECTION 1. Section 2 of chapter 365 of the acts of 1955 is hereby amended by

striking out the second and third paragraphs and inserting in place thereof the following 2

paragraphs :-

The off-street parking board of the city of Worcester may establish the rates and

charges for the use of the off-street parking facilities, structures and garages, placed under

its care, custody and control by the city manager and city council of the city. The board may
delegate the authority to fix the rates and charges, in whole or in part, to any individual or

entity which operates or manages any such off-street parking facility under a contract

awarded by the city of Worcester. The board shall ensure that any rates and charges set

under authority of this act shall carry out the purposes of this act, be reasonably competitive

with the rates charged by other off-street parking facilities and shall generate revenues to

meet all costs associated with the construction, operation, maintenance and repair of all

off-street parking facilities, which costs shall include debt service, any insufficiency

accumulated in prior fiscal years and a reserve for placement not exceeding 5 per cent of the

revenue generated by a municipal parking facility in any fiscal year. Revenue generated in

excess of said amounts shall be considered excess revenue. Receipts from the operation of

off-street parking facilities, including any parking meters installed in off-street parking areas,

which have been placed under the care and custody of the board shall be considered to be

off-street parking receipts and shall be collected and deposited with the city treasurer, who
shall keep the same in a separate account known as the off-street parking fund to be

expended in accordance with law. If in any year such receipts are insufficient to meet the

costs incurred by the board, the city of Worcester shall transfer the amount of the

insufficiency from available funds, including the parking meter fees fund, any other

provision of law to the contrary notwithstanding.
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