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This newsletter is published by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and will provide Massachusetts 
educators with information, advice, and support to teach the Massachusetts learning standards to students with significant disabilities, 

and to conduct the MCAS Alternate Assessment. 
 

"A good teacher must be able to put themselves in the place of those who find learning hard."  
--Eliphas Levi  

Congratulations

 

 to teachers who compiled MCAS-Alt student portfolios throughout 
the school year and submitted them by April 2. 

We applaud your hard work!  

• Announcements 

In This Issue 

• Updates and Reminders 
• Administrators’ Corner 

 

As you may know from reviewing the MCAS Assessment Transition Plan posted to 

Announcements 

www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/transition/, the 2011 Massachusetts ELA and Mathematics Curriculum Framework 
standards will be assessed on the spring 2013 MCAS tests. Many have asked whether the 2013 MCAS-Alt will 
also assess the 2011 Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. The answer is yes, for Mathematics only. The 
structure and contents of the 2013 ELA and Science and Technology/Engineering portfolio will remain identical 
to 2012.  
 
The portfolio strands will be constructed and assembled the same as before to include data charts and 
evidence, based on a single measurable outcome (refer to the 2012 Educator's Manual for MCAS-Alt).  
 
While the current Resource Guide (Mathematics section only) is revised over the summer to reflect the new 
standards, we encourage you to familiarize yourselves with the new Mathematics domains and clusters in the 
2011 Massachusetts Mathematics Curriculum Framework posted to 
www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/current.html.  
 
Additional information, training, and resource materials will be available in the fall. Watch for updates and 
announcements.  
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Mathematics Domains to be Assessed on 2013 MCAS-Alt  

Grade 3  Grade 4  Grade 5  Grade 6  Grade 7  Grade 8  Grade 10  

Domains  Domains  Domains  Domains  Domains  Domains  Domains  

Operations and 
Algebraic 
Thinking  

Operations and 
Algebraic 
Thinking  

Number and 
Operations in 

Base Ten  

Ratios and 
Proportional 
Relationships  

Ratios and 
Proportional 
Relationships  

Expressions and 
Equations  

Any 3 Domains from 
the 

following list:  

• Number and 
Quantity 

• Algebra 
• Functions 
• Geometry 
• Statistics and 

Probability 

Measurement 
and Data  

Number and 
Operations – 

Fractions  

Number and 
Operations – 

Fractions  

The Number 
System  

Geometry  Geometry  

 

• 2012 MCAS-Alt results will be reported electronically to districts and schools on or about June 15. 
Once results are posted, encourage your Principal to share the results with you and give you a copy of 
the Portfolio Feedback Forms (PFFs). This will enable you to review the scores as well as scorer 
comments in order to make instructional decisions for students and improve alternate assessments 
next year.  

Updates and Reminders 

• MCAS-Alt Parent/Guardian Reports will be sent to district offices in mid-September and must be sent 
to the student's home. Schools will receive copies of the MCAS-Alt Parent/Guardian Reports from their 
district office.  

• MCAS-Alt Score Appeals address claims from schools about a perceived scoring inaccuracy of a 
student's portfolio. Score appeals may be submitted to the Department once MCAS-Alt scores have 
been reported to districts and schools on or about June 15. Schools must have maintained a photocopy 
of the student’s portfolio at the school in order to file an appeal, and must follow the guidelines which 
will be posted to www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/scoreappeal_overview.html.This link will become active 
after June 15. Score appeals must be received by the Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education by Friday, June 29 at 5:00 p.m.  

MCAS-Alt Training Specialists needed for the 2012–2013 school year  

• MCAS-Alt Training Specialists serve as a resource to other teachers in their district and assist the 
Department at one half-day training workshop each in October, January, and March. In exchange, they 
will have access to the latest information and resources to guide development of MCAS-Alt portfolios. 
Training specialists must agree to attend a one-day training session in late September. To become a 
training specialist you must have at least two years prior experience conducting the MCAS-Alt.  

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/scoreappeal_overview.html�


 
If you are interested in becoming a training specialist, please discuss this opportunity with your 
principal. He or she must agree to your participation. Information on becoming an MCAS-Alt Training 
Specialist will be available via email in the back-to-school early-September edition of the MCAS-Alt 
News. Please consider this opportunity to apply to become an MCAS-Alt training specialist. 

 
 

• MCAS-Alt results will be available electronically on or about June 15, 2012. Results will be available at 
the Department’s Security Portal. We urge you to review the results, print and share a copy of the 
Portfolio Feedback Form (PFF) with each teacher who compiled the portfolio shortly after results 
become available.  
 
PFFs can assist teachers with planning and programmatic decisions for the upcoming school year, and 
inform teachers of the score each portfolio received. The PFF will also provide teachers with an 
opportunity to determine whether an MCAS-Alt Score Appeal is warranted (see above). 

Administrators’ Corner 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/results.html  

• 2012 MCAS-Alt portfolios will be returned to schools during the week of September 10. 
Parent/Guardian Reports will be sent to schools on September 17. Once your school has received the 
portfolios, each must become part of the student's temporary record, which must remain on file and 
follow the student to any subsequent placement. For information about student records, please visit 
www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs/advisory/cmr23qanda.html?section=summary. 

• MCAS-Alt Training Specialists will be needed for the 2012–2013 school year. Is there a teacher in 
your school who consistently compiles high-quality MCAS-Alt portfolios? If so, you may want to endorse 
his or her participation as an MCAS-Alt Training Specialist during the 2012–2013 school year. Training 
Specialists receive additional training and can serve as an important resource to their colleagues who 
are conducting the MCAS-Alt. They will receive instructional ideas and resources that they will bring 
back to your school and district. Training Specialists must commit to a one-day training session in 
September, and then one half-day session in each of the following months: October, January, and 
March.  
 
Information about the application process will be available in early September.  

This is the final edition of MCAS-Alt News for the 2011-2012 school year.  
We will continue to provide you with important updates and information, as needed.  
We wish you all a productive end to the school year and an enjoyable summer! 
 
 
We'd love to hear from you.  
Please let us know if there is a topic you’d like us to address in a future MCAS-Alt newsletter. 
 
 
Was this email forwarded to you?  
Get on our mailing list. Click here to sign up for the MCAS-Alt News. 

 
 

 
 

Published during the school year by the  
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education  

www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/results.html�
http://www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs/advisory/cmr23qanda.html?section=summary�
mailto:mcas@doe.mass.edu�
https://profile.measuredprogress.org/mcas-alt/images/news/RegisterNews.htm�
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt�

