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Senator Karen Spilka (D-Ashland), Representative 

Cory Atkins (D-Concord), and the Caucus of Women 

Legislators recognized Equal Pay Day to raise 

awareness about the issue of wage disparity between 

men and women working similar jobs. The date of 

Equal Pay Day, April 17th, is significant because it 

demonstrates how far into the current year women 

must work in order to make the same amount of pay 

that men made in the previous year as a whole. 

 

The Caucus was joined by State Treasurer Steven 

Grossman; Jacqueline Cooke, Regional Administrator 

of the U.S. Department of Labor Women’s Bureau; 

Rhonda Aubin-Smith, District Director of the U.S. 

Department of Labor Office of Federal Contract 

Compliance Programs; Robert Sanders, Area Director 

of the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity 

Commission; and Victoria Budson, Chair of the 

Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women. 

In her opening remarks, Representative Atkins stated 

that there is not “any one single issue more important 

to women” than equal pay. “This is where the rubber 

hits the road on whether women are equal or not,” 

she added. “Until we get to the stage that every 

woman is making the same amount of money as a 

man for the same job, we have not achieved equality.”                       

           continued on page  3 

Senate President Announces New Leadership Team 
In January, Senate President 

Therese Murray (D-Plymouth) 

reconfigured her leadership 

team to include a second 

woman in the Senate’s top 

posts. The new additions to 

the leadership team included 

Senator Harriette Chandler (D

-Worcester), who moved up to 

take the position of Majority 

Whip, and Senator Karen 

Spilka (D-Ashland), who took over as Assistant 

Majority Whip. These positions were approved by a 

full Democratic caucus. 

Commenting on the new appointments, Senate 

President Murray said, “They have demonstrated the 

commitment and ability to lead in this body and 

deliver on important issues for the Commonwealth. 

They each have the respect and support of their 

colleagues, and I am proud to have them on my 

leadership team.”  

“I am grateful for this opportunity, and I will continue 

to carry out my duties in the Senate as an advocate for 

my constituents and the rest of Massachusetts,”  said 

Senator Chandler in response to the new position. 

“I look forward to taking on this new role in 

supporting the Senate’s agenda and remain steadfast 

in my commitment to being a responsible steward of 

the taxpayers and an advocate for working families 

across the Commonwealth. I am eager to work with 

my colleagues on continuing our efforts to bring 

about necessary reform, promote job growth and 

economic development, and support the important 

services and programs our most vulnerable citizens 

depend on,” said Senator Spilka. 

This move also resulted in several changes in 

committee chairmanships. With Senator Spilka going 

into leadership, Senator Gale Candaras (D-

Wilbraham) took over as Senate Chair of the Joint 

Committee on Economic Development. Senator 

Katherine Clark (D-Melrose) moved from Senate 

Chair of the Joint Committee on Public Service to 

take the Senate Chair of the Joint Committee on 

Revenue. 

Caucus Sponsors 
Equal Pay Day Forum 

[L-R] Rep. Cory Atkins (D-Concord), Rhonda Aubin-Smith, 
Jacqueline Cooke, and Victoria Budson 
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Dear Colleagues, Staff, and Friends, 

The Caucus has had a very productive winter and spring sponsoring numerous events focused on 

women’s health, financial stability, and women in the workplace.  And in keeping with the mission of 

reaching leadership potential, the Caucus also partnered with the Girl Scouts, the Senate Education 

Office, and the Committee on Personnel and Administration to host the biennial Girl Power on the Hill 

Day. The Girl Scouts had the opportunity to become fully immersed in the legislative process while 

meeting women role models so they experienced firsthand how they can make a difference through civic 

engagement.  

The Caucus also bid a fond farewell to former Executive Director, Susan Wojtas, and extended good 

wishes in her new position as the Director of Advancement at Anna Maria College. In April, the Caucus 

welcomed the new Executive Director, Joanne Muti, who was the Legislative Aide for Representative Dan 

Winslow. She brings extensive municipal experience as an elected and appointed official as well as years 

of community organization experience where she developed strategy and built coalitions for the 

successful passage of zoning changes for land preservation and aquifer protection. 

We hope that you enjoy this version of the newsletter that chronicles caucus sponsored events ranging 

from equal pay, women entrepreneurs, and women in the military to misrepresentation of women in the 

media.  We are very proud to recognize the achievements of our women legislators. Have a great summer. 

A Message from the Co-Chairs 

Massachusetts Caucus of  Women Legislators  
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According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, women in 

Massachusetts earn about 80.5 percent of the average salary 

earned by men.  Victoria Budson noted that Massachusetts 

women hold the highest number of advanced degrees compared 

to their counterparts in any other state. She explained that this 

indicates that Massachusetts women should be able to close the 

pay gap, but the gap still persists. 

 

“Despite continued progress toward gender equality in the 

workplace, there still exists a significant earnings gap between 

women and men,” Jacqueline Cooke confirmed in a statement. 

“When women are not paid fairly, not only do they suffer, but so 

do their families.”   

 

Senator Patricia Jehlen (D-Somerville) and Representative Alice 

Wolf (D-Cambridge) spoke about S931 and H1415, legislation 

they filed to further define comparable work. Although in most 

cases women do receive the same pay as men for jobs in which 

they hold the same position, the salaries of women in comparable 

jobs, especially in fields dominated by female employees, are 

significantly lower than those of their male counterparts. 

 

“We actually pay more to people who repair our cars than people 

who care for our children,” Senator Jehlen stated. She 

emphasized this fact by citing a case in Everett in which mostly 

female public school cafeteria workers sued the Everett School 

Committee in an attempt to win pay equal to the mostly male 

custodial staff’s earnings. They lost their case because of 

questions defining comparable work. 

 

Senator Jehlen also mentioned that pay disparity also exists 

because women are often the primary caregivers in a family. 

Caregivers are more likely to take time off work in order to deal 

with family emergencies, and “that changes our career trajectory.” 

 

Representative Wolf noted that equal pay legislation dealing with 

comparable jobs has received pushback because of federal 

legislation in effect, which guarantees equal pay for equal work. 

However, she said, “with comparable jobs, that is not necessarily 

the case,” referring to the guarantee. 

Equal Pay Day continued from page 1 

Children’s League Advocacy Day 2012 

Massachusetts Caucus of  Women Legislators  

“Equal pay for equal work 

is an issue that affects 

everyone and hits at the 

heart of women fighting for 

equality.” 
 

Treasurer and Receiver General Steven Grossman  

Represe nt a t i ve 
Alice Wolf (D-
Cambridge), lead 
s p o n s o r  o f 
comparable work 
legislation,  and 
Victoria Budson, 
Chair of the 
M a s sa c hu set t s 
Commission on 
the Status of 
Women  

Senator Patricia 

Je h l en ( D-

S o m e r v i l l e ) , 

lead sponsor of 

c o m p a r a b l e 

work legislation 

Caucus Co-Chair Senator Karen Spilka (D-Ashland) received 

a Children’s Choice Award as part of “Opening Doors and 

Joining Voices,” the Advocacy Day held at the State House 

on April 4th. The award was in recognition of Senator 

Spilka’s leadership on child and family policy issues in the 

Commonwealth. 

The event was sponsored by the Children’s League of 

Massachusetts, a non-profit association of over 80 private 

and public organizations and individuals that collectively 

advocate for services and policies that aid the 

Commonwealth’s children, youth, and families. 

In addition to the award, also given to Representative Paul J. 

Donato (D-Medford), the Children’s League introduced its 

state budget priorities, which were to allocate $1.5 million to 

create five additional Family Resource Centers in local 

communities and to add $500,000 to create and implement 

a free, standardized online mandated reporter training 

program. 

Senator Karen Spilka (D-Ashland) addresses audience. 
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The State House Goes Red for Women 

The Caucus of Women Legislators and the American Heart Association partnered to host their sixth annual Go Red for Women event 

on February 1st. Senate President Therese Murray (D-Plymouth), Speaker of the House Robert A. DeLeo  (D-Winthrop) and Caucus 

Co-Chairs Senator Karen Spilka (D-Ashland) and Representative Cory Atkins (D-Concord) joined their colleagues to bring a voice to 

this largely preventable disease and thank the American Heart Association for their effort to save women’s lives.  

American Heart Association volunteers, Marcela Garcia and Lissa Potts, accepted the joint resolution adopted by the House and 

Senate recognizing February 2012 as American Heart Month in Massachusetts on behalf of the American Heart Association. The 

legislators all wore red, the national symbol of heart disease awareness, and posed on the Grand Staircase to show their solidarity with 

women suffering from the disease. 

Heart disease kills more women each year than all forms of cancer combined. According to the American Heart Association, one in 

thirty-one American women dies from breast cancer each year compared to one in three dying of cardiovascular disease. Ninety 

percent of women have at least one risk factor for developing heart disease, yet only one in six American women believes that  heart 

disease is her greatest health threat. In women, heart disease is too often a silent killer– less than a third of women in a recent survey 

reported any early warning signs such as chest pain or discomfort before a heart attack, compared with most men. 

Massachusetts Caucus of  Women Legislators  
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The Caucus joined with the Barbara Lee Family Foundation on 

March 5th to hold a screening of “Miss Representation,” a 

documentary film written and directed by Jennifer Siebel 

Newsom that addresses the contribution of the mainstream 

media to the under-representation of women in positions of 

power and influence in America. The movie explores the 

perception presented by the media that a woman’s value lies in 

her youth, beauty, and sexuality rather than her capacity as a 

leader. 

 

“The issue is how can women think of themselves as leaders, and 

how can men think of women as leaders when the media is really 

only showing women’s value based on physical appearance?” 

Barbara Lee commented in remarks before the showing of the 

film. Barbara Lee is an associate producer of the film. 

 

Representative Lori Ehrlich (D-Marblehead) mentioned the 

visible lack of female representation in Massachusetts politics in 

particular. “Women only serve in twenty-three percent of the 

legislative seats right now in Massachusetts and our numbers are 

dwindling and that’s the wrong direction. We obviously have a 

long way to go,” she said. 

 

According to the film, the United States is ninetieth in the world 

for women in national legislatures. Women only hold three 

percent of clout positions in American mainstream media, and 

sixty-five percent of American girls and women have disordered  

stability to families and society. CWE programs help break the 

cycle of poverty through entrepreneurial training, raising the self-

confidence of participants, inspiring many of them to start 

businesses of their own and aspire to jobs with more 

responsibility, and providing valuable networking opportunities 

which the women involved would not otherwise have access to.  

 

The women who come to CWE for help are vocal in their 

appreciation of the services that CWE provides for them. For 

instance, Katherine Lutz of Youth Health Communications LLC, a 

former client of CWE, says, “With CWE’s guidance and support, I 

got the tools I needed to conceive, construct, and implement my 

business. Now the company’s monthly sales are fifteen times what 

it was less than a year ago. My clients are of the highest caliber 

and truly appreciate my services. CWE changed my life in the 

most unexpected ways. I’ve found happiness through creating a 

prosperous business. Thanks to CWE, that was possible.”  

 

The presentation was informative and gave real insight into the 

efforts made by the Center for Women and Enterprise to 

empower and advise women in Massachusetts. 

Caucus Co-Chairs Senator Karen 

S p i l k a  ( D - A s h l a n d )  a n d 

Representative Cory Atkins (D-

Concord) welcomed Susan Rittscher, 

President and CEO of the Center for 

Women and Enterprise, to the State 

House on March 28th for a 

presentation on promoting self-

sufficiency among women through 

business opportunities. The Center 

for Women and Enterpris e, 

established in 1995, is a non-profit 

organization devoted to helping 

women start and grow their own businesses. Although they make 

a point of helping women regardless of their economic status, 

seventy percent of the women they advise have low to moderate 

income and a little less than half of their clientele are minorities. 

 

After Senator Spilka addressed the audience, Susan Rittscher 

mentioned in her presentation that seventy percent of the world’s 

poor are women and that aiding women in particular brings 

Caucus Co-Hosts Screening of Miss Representation 

Center for Women & Enterprise Empowers Entrepreneurs 

Massachusetts Caucus of  Women Legislators 

[L-R] Representatives Denise Provost, Linda Dorcena Forry, Cory Atkins, Elizabeth 
Poirier, Ms. Barbara Lee, Representative Lori Ehrlich, and Senator Karen Spilka  

eating behaviors. The Barbara Lee Family Foundation, based in 

Cambridge, works to advance the role of women in politics. It has 

researched every gubernatorial election involving female 

candidates since 1998 in great detail, builds nonpartisan 

fellowships in order to promote female contemporary artists and 

politicians, and supports its partner organizations through grants 

and fellowships. 

 

“Miss Representation” premiered at the 2011 Sundance Film 

Festival. It has recently been promoted by Oprah Winfrey and her 

OWN television network. 
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The Women’s Caucus, the Senate Legislative Education Office 

and the Committee on Personnel and Administration sponsored 

the biennial Girl Power on the Hill Day for the Girl Scouts, held 

this year on April 18th. Representatives Cory Atkins (D-Concord) 

and Kathi-Anne Reinstein (D-Revere) were delighted to welcome 

members of the Girl Scouts Troops from Andover, Belmont, Brant 

Rock, Canton, Carver, Danvers, Duxbury, Foxborough, Halifax, 

Hudson, Littleton, Lowell, Marlborough, Marshfield, Newton, 

North Reading, Quincy, Scituate, West Newton, and Winchester 

to the State House. 

The girls gathered in the House 

Chamber for welcoming remarks 

from Representatives Atkins and 

Reinstein, Girl Scouts of Eastern 

MA CEO Ruth Bramson, and Anne 

Ziaja, the Director of Senate 

Legislative Education. The office of 

Speaker Robert A. DeLeo (D-

Winthrop) generously allowed the 

girls the use of the House Chamber 

and Members Lounge in order to 

give them a fully immersive experience. 

“I was inspired to see so many bright, motivated girls sitting in 

the House Chamber,” said Caucus Co-Chair Representative Cory 

Atkins. “Someday I hope there will be that many female 

members.” 

“It was my privilege to partake in this event and speak to the 

young women who will lead our communities into the future,” 

Representative Reinstein said. “The Girl Scouts is an outstanding 

organization that provides a great learning opportunity for these 

young women and helps them become involved in their cities and 

towns.” 

“We were so proud of all our girls for 

making their voices heard in the State 

House,” Ruth Bramson commented 

afterward. “Girl Scouts of Eastern 

Massachusetts is particularly grateful to 

Representatives Cory Atkins and Kathi-

Anne Reinstein for serving as members 

of Troop Beacon Hill and as strong role 

models of leadership for the 55,000 Girl 

Scouts in Massachusetts. We know our 

girls will be making important decisions 

and leading the Commonwealth to even 

greater success in coming years, and we 

are thrilled that they are able to get experiences like Girl Power 

on the Hill Day through Girl Scouts!” 

The Girl Scouts toured the State House, participated in a 

scavenger hunt, ate lunch with women of the State House, and 

attended several workshops. Carla Moran, the Staff Director for 

Representative Ted Speliotis (D-Danvers) discussed protocol in 

the State House. Anne Johnson, the Committee Counsel and 

Policy Advisor for Senator Brownsberger (D-Belmont), started a 

conversation on the legislative process, and Erin O’Connor, the 

Staff Director for Representative William Galvin (D-Canton), 

spoke about constituent advocacy.  The Girl Scouts watched a 

video presented by the National Conference of State Legislatures 

called “The Citizen” which explains the roles and responsibilities 

of all citizens. 

The afternoon culminated in the House Chamber with a debate 

on bills related to the Girl Scouts’ 100th anniversary theme of 

going green. The Girl Scouts took up S1650, filed by Senator 

Cynthia Stone Creem (D-Newton), An act updating the bottle 

bill, in order to include “new age” drinks such as water and 

sports drinks, and H1990, filed by Representative Lori Ehrlich 

(D-Marblehead), An act relative to plastic bag reduction, which 

requires retail establishments to provide compostable plastic 

bags to its customers. 

“It was such a thrill to see the girls in the House Chamber 

studying the legislative process by reading, debating, and 

tracking an actual bill,” said Representative Ehrlich. “Active civic 

engagement is key to understanding and developing the leaders 

of tomorrow.” 

Led by their newly selected Girl Scout Speaker of the House, 

Jenna Neprud, and Senate Clerk and Chief Parliamentarian 

William Welch, who advised the Speaker and recorded the votes 

cast, the Girl Scouts passed both bills, ending a memorable day.  

Girl Scouts Take Over State House  
for Girl Power on the Hill Day 

Rep. Kathi-Anne Reinstein 

(D-Revere) 

Rep.  Cory Atkins (D-Concord) 

addresses the Girl Scouts 

Massachusetts Caucus of  Women Legislators  
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Representative Lori Ehrlich (D-Marblehead) joined the American 

Lung Association for the release of its State of the Air 2012 

report, which grades air quality for each county across 

Massachusetts. The report found that 2.7 million Massachusetts 

residents, more than a third of the state, live in a county with 

failing air quality. 

Of the twelve Massachusetts counties with air quality monitors, 

five improved their grades for ozone pollution and two counties 

jumped two full letter grades. At the same time, six counties 

received an F in ozone. Five counties received A’s for short-term 

particle pollution and were among the cleanest counties in the 

nation for the pollutant. 

“These improvements in particle pollution levels are to be 

applauded because cleaner air saves lives,” said Jeff Seyler, 

President and CEO of the American Lung Association in the 

Northeast, “but this should not lull us into a false sense of security 

because air pollution in our communities continues to be a major 

threat that cuts lives short, routinely sends people to the hospital 

and makes it hard to breathe.” 

Seyler noted that New England is susceptible to polluted air 

blowing in from out-of-state power plants. “We have the 

unfortunate luck of being located at the tailpipe of the nation, 

which increases our exposure to toxic air,” he said.  

Representative Ehrlich presented a proclamation signed by 

Governor Deval Patrick declaring April 25th as Healthy Air Day. 

She also shared her own experience with dealing with pollution 

from the soon-to-be-closed Salem Power Plant. When she called 

the plant owners to express her concern about black soot around 

her house, they offered to clean the soot off her deck. “They 

obviously didn’t get that this was a health concern,” she said. 

Representative Ehrlich has since then become an outspoken 

advocate of clean air and water. 

Antonia Blinn, mother of an eight-year-old boy with asthma, 

expressed concern about the air pollution in Bristol County, 

where they reside. The ozone grade of this county fell from a D to 

an F. “Our most frightening experience with asthma occurred 

when my son was playing outside with his friends, as he does on 

most days, and suddenly found himself unable to catch his 

breath,” Blinn said. “Just imagine breathing through a straw and 

struggling to get more air and you will understand what it is like 

to suffer from an asthma attack.” One out of ten children in 

Massachusetts suffers with asthma and is at increased risk from 

breathing unhealthy air. 

Breathing in ozone, or smog, irritates the respiratory tract and 

causes health problems like asthma attacks, coughing, wheezing, 

chest pain and even premature death. Particle pollution consists 

of microscopic particles that burrow deep into the lungs, 

triggering serious problems such as asthma and heart attacks, 

strokes, lung cancer and early death. 

Representative Gloria Fox (D-Roxbury) welcomed Massachusetts-based members of the Delta 

Sigma Theta sorority to the State House as part of their annual Delta Day. “Deltas are one of 

the oldest sororities in the country,” Representative Fox said. “Historically they’ve worked on 

issues not only around health and health disparity but also issues in the workplace and 

economic justice. This brings women, and black women in particular, for a day-long dialogue 

with representatives and senators.” 

 

The Deltas visited the offices of state representatives during the morning in order to get a 

glimpse inside the legislative process and learn more about the issues facing Massachusetts. 

The Deltas were also given a chance to express their thoughts on the subjects most important 

to them and ask questions about specific problems facing their own communities. As part of 

the theme for this year’s event, Justice and Equality: Women’s Health and Economic 

Development, the sorority hosted a discussion on issues surrounding women’s health during 

the afternoon. 

American Lung Association Releases State of the Air 2012 Report 

Rep. Gloria Fox Welcomes Deltas to the State House 

Antonia Blinn, Program Director of the Massachusetts Association for School-
Based Health Care with, Rep. Lori Ehrlich (D-Marblehead) and Jeffrey Seyler, 
President and CEO of the American Lung Association in the Northeast 

Massachusetts Caucus of  Women Legislators 

Representative Lori Ehrlich Presents Proclamation 

Representative Gloria Fox (D-Roxbury) 

[second from left] and members of the Delta 

Sigma Theta sorority 
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Senate Chair of the Women’s Caucus Senator Karen Spilka (D-

Ashland), along with Representative Alice Peisch (D-Wellesley), 

Representative David Linsky (D-Natick), and Senator Richard 

Ross (R-Wrentham) hosted the sixth annual Natick Soldier 

Systems State House Showcase on May 2nd. 

 

The event included remarks by Lieutenant Governor Timothy 

Murray, Chair of the Military Asset & Security Task Force, 

Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development 

Secretary Gregory Bialecki, Brigadier General John J. McGuiness,  

and several legislators, including Representative Linda Dean 

Campbell (D-Methuen), Vice Chair of the Joint Committee on 

Veterans and Federal Affairs. Visitors had the opportunity to 

enjoy displays and hands-on demonstrations highlighting the 

latest equipment and soldier technology developed at the U.S. 

Army Natick Soldier Systems Center (NSSC), to better serve and 

protect the United States’ service men and women. 

 

“This event is a terrific showcase of their innovative work to 

protect our service men and women by supplying them with the 

most advanced technology and equipment,” said Spilka. “They 

play a vital role in the economic development of our state and the 

overall defense and security of our nation and I am incredibly 

proud to have this state-of-the-art research facility in my district.” 

 

NSSC researches, develops, and manages clothing, food, shelters, 

airdrop systems, and soldier support items for the armed forces. 

It also gives back to the community of Natick and the 

Commonwealth, providing nearly two thousand jobs, bringing 

millions of dollars to the state’s economy through partnerships 

with local companies and universities, and visiting schools to 

make education and equipment available to teachers. The 

presentations set up around the Grand Staircase demonstrated 

the diverse topics the Center is addressing, including creating 

nutritious, ready-made meals for soldiers, developing more 

accurate weapons, improving the quality and capabilities of 

military uniforms, and helping veterans secure the combat 

medals to which they are entitled once they return home from 

their service to our country. 

 

NSSC made it clear in their presentations that they are keeping 

the challenges facing our nation’s service women in mind while 

developing new equipment. For instance, Sarah Ross, the Human 

Research Soldier Program Coordinator at NSSC, told visitors that 

there is no difference between the female and male military 

uniform. However, due to their smaller stature, our service 

women have a harder time than men finding appropriately sized 

protective vests and gear, which makes it difficult to use weapons 

correctly. In response to this problem, NSSC is developing a more 

molded vest that is more comfortable and efficient for female 

soldiers. 

 

Christine Marsh, Deputy to the Commanding General of NSSC 

and a retired colonel, commented on how many more women are 

joining the military now. When she first joined as a private in the 

1970s, there were very few women in the armed forces. 

 

“It was and still is one of the few organizations that pays women 

the same as men and allows women the same career 

opportunities that I would never have found on the outside,” said 

Marsh. “I have been places and done things that most soldiers, 

never mind women, get to experience and I am grateful for those 

assignments.” 

 

The annual NSSC State House showcase has become a popular 

event for legislators, staff, and members of the public. This year, 

officials, staffers, journalists, and intrigued members of the public 

packed the hall, mingling with men and women in uniform and 

learning about the incredible advances being made in support of 

men and women serving the country. 

Natick Soldier Systems Center State House Showcase  

Massachusetts Caucus of  Women Legislators  

Center Keeps Service Women in Mind While Developing New Equipment 
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Representative Gailanne Cariddi (D-North Adams), retired boxer Gail Grandchamp, 

and Attorney General Martha Coakley honor the anniversary of women’s boxing as a 

licensed sport in Massachusetts.  Gail Grandchamp fought for ten years to get female 

boxing to be an Olympic sport. It will make its Olympic debut this summer in London. 

Representative Cheryl Coakley-Rivera (D-Springfield) was honored by 

the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and the 

Humane Society of the United States for sponsoring and co-sponsoring the 

most animal friendly legislation in the 2011-2012 legislative session. A 

lifelong advocate of animal rights, she filed five pieces of legislation last 

session relative to the humane care of animals. 

Awards and Recognitions 

Senator Harriette Chandler (D-Worcester) was 

granted the Legislator of the Year Award by the 

National Association of Insurance and Financial 

Assistance (NAIFA) for her efforts on moving the long 

term care insurance bill through the legislature. 

Massachusetts Caucus of  Women Legislators 

Senator Katherine Clark (D-Melrose) received the 

Legislator of the Year award from the Massachusetts 

Association of School Committees in recognition of her 

commitment to public education and her leadership in 

securing a strong role for community leaders and citizens in 

the oversight of their public schools. 

Senator Cynthia Stone Creem (D-Newton) was awarded the 

Beacon of Justice Award by The Equal Justice Coalition. She was 

selected for her outstanding support in providing access to justice 

for low-income Massachusetts residents with critical civil legal 

problems this past year.  

Representative Cariddi Commemorates Women’s Boxing Anniversary  

Senator Katherine Clark named Legislator of the Year 

Senator Creem Receives Beacon of Justice Award 

Senator Chandler Honored 

Representative Coakley-Rivera Recognized for Animal Rights 
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Senator Jennifer L. Flanagan (D-Leominster) 

was appointed as the Vice-Chair of the Senate 

Committee on Ways & Means, which considers all 

matters relating to the finances of the 

Commonwealth. 

Representative Linda Dorcena Forry (D-Boston) and Senator Sonia 

Chang-Diaz (D-Boston) were recently named by the Women of the Harvard 

Club of Boston as two of ten of “Boston’s Most Influential Women of 2012.” The 

women were recognized for their outstanding contributions and influence as 

community leaders, educators, business owners, and innovators of the City of 

Boston. This was the first in what is likely to become an annual event celebrating 

leading women in Boston. To the left, Representative Forry and Senator Chang-

Diaz are pictured with fellow honorees. 

Massachusetts Caucus of  Women Legislators  

Representative Kim Ferguson (R-Holden) 

received the 2012 Leadership Award from the 

Brain Injury Association of Massachusetts. She 

received this award on behalf of her ongoing 

advocacy for brain injury research and treatment 

as a member of the Brain Injury Commission. 

Representative Carolyn Dykema (D-Holliston) received the 2012 

Environmental Leadership Award from the Massachusetts Nursery and 

Landscape Association, Inc. at the annual New England Grows Convention. 

Rep. Dykema worked with the nursery and landscape community in developing 

a bill to provide an agricultural investment tax credit for small agricultural 

businesses.  

Representative Alice Peisch (D-Wellesley) 

was honored by Mass Mentoring Partnership for 

her commitment to mentoring. An event was held 

at the State House in honor of Youth Mentoring 

Day, which aims to heighten public awareness 

about the impact of youth mentoring and the need 

for mentors.  

Representative Ferguson Receives 
Leadership Award 

New Appointment for Senator Flanagan 

Representative Dykema Receives Environmental Leadership Award 

Representative Linda Dorcena Forry and Senator Sonia Chang-Diaz 

named Boston’s Most Influential Women  

Representative Peisch 

Honored for Mentoring 



Page 11 

 

Representative Keiko Orrall (R-Lakeville), Governor Deval Patrick, 

Boston Mayor Thomas Menino, and Japan Airlines Chairman Emeritus Kazuo 

Inamori joined Consul General of Japan in Boston Takeshi Hikihara for a 

ceremonial planting of Japanese flowering cherry trees in Boston’s Public 

Garden. The planting ceremony is part of the Greater Boston-Japan Cherry 

Blossom Festival which marks the 100th anniversary of the gift of Japanese 

flowering cherry trees from Japan to the United States. Boston’s celebration 

was just one of many held across the country to  commemorate the special 

relationship between Japan and the U.S.  Events celebrating traditional 

Japanese culture were held in Boston from March to May. 

Massachusetts Caucus of  Women Legislators 

Representative Elizabeth Poirier (R-North Attleboro) joined 

Coleman Nee (Secretary of Veterans and Federal Affairs), Mayor 

Kevin Dumas, Senators Mike Rush (D-West Roxbury), James 

Timilty (D-Walpole), and Richard Ross (R-Wrentham) and 

Representative George Ross (R-Attleboro) in honoring Irene 

Davey of Attleboro, at 104 the oldest veteran in Massachusetts. 

Irene Davey received an honorary promotion to Sergeant Major 

in the U.S. Army.  

Representative Ellen Story (D-Amherst) pictured with 

Jane Lyons, Executive Director of Jane Doe, Inc., children’s 

book artist Kathryn Brown, and Northwestern District 

Attorney David E. Sullivan, was recognized by the 

Northwestern District Attorney’s Child Advocacy Project as 

their 2012 Champion for Children on April 5th.  She was 

presented with the award at the Child Advocacy Project’s 

annual Child Abuse Awareness Month Kickoff Breakfast.   

Representative Alice Wolf (D-Cambridge) 
received the 2012 Legislator of the Year 
award.  She was honored by the Women’s Bar 
Association of Massachusetts with this award on 
March 20th.  This award is given each year to a 
state leader who is committed to supporting 
women and women’s issues. 

[R-L] Mayor Kevin Dumas, Senator Mike Rush, Senator James Timilty, Rep. 

George Ross, Rep. Elizabeth Poirier, Senator Richard Ross 

Seated– Coleman Nee and honored veteran Irene Davey 

Representative Orrall Speaks at Cherry Blossom Festival 

Representative Poirier Honors 
Massachusetts’ Oldest Veteran 

Representative Story Named a Champion Representative Wolf     

named Legislator of the Year 
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Senate President Therese Murray (D-Plymouth) was given the 

“Champion of Head Start Children” Award from the New 

England Head Start Association (NEHSA) in May for serving as 

a devoted champion of the Massachusetts Head Start Programs. 

 

“I am deeply honored to receive this recognition from the New 

England Head Start Association,” Senate President Murray said. 

“Since being elected to the Massachusetts Senate in 1992, it has 

been my top priority to serve as an advocate for the 

Commonwealth’s children and families and I will continue to be 

their voice.” 

 

“The New England Head Start Association is delighted to 

present the ‘Champion of Head Start Children’ Award to Senate 

President Therese Murray,” NEHSA Chairperson Marianne 

Miller said. “This award recognizes Senator Murray’s support of 

Massachusetts Head Start children and families and her 

outstanding contributions in restructuring the Department of 

Social Services, consolidating child care services, addressing 

children’s mental health, and creating the children’s 

catastrophic illness release fund.” 

 

Senate President Murray has been a devoted advocate for the 

Commonwealth’s children and families for years.  

Senate President Receives the   
“Champion of Head Start Children” Award  

During her career in the Senate, among other accomplishments, 

she has created and funded the Department of Early Education 

and Care to oversee the licensing of all early education and care 

programs and oversee these programs, sponsored and passed 

Children’s Mental Health legislation to improve early 

identification of children with mental illness, expanded 

MassHealth to include prenatal care for expectant mothers, and 

worked to guarantee that every Massachusetts child under the 

age of 18 has access to health care. 

Senate President Therese Murray (D-Plymouth) received special 

recognition from The Caring Force for her exceptional leadership 

and support of The Caring Force and the human services sector. 

More than a thousand members of The Caring Force came to the 

State House as part of a rally in early April urging legislators to 

invest in human service programs and workers. The Caring Force is 

a grassroots organization that attempts to promote a stronger 

human services sector in Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts Caucus of  Women Legislators  

Senate President Recognized for 

Support of the Human Services Sector 
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Investing in Girls Alliance (IIG)                 June 27th 

The Investing in Girls Alliance will join the Caucus and present the Alliance’s 2012 Needs Assessment 

of Middle School Girls in the Greater Worcester Area. The IIG was created in 2007 to “improve 

services for middle school girls in central Massachusetts through research, education, advocacy, and 

collaboration.” 

Women of Means         July 18th 

Dr. Roseanna Means will join the Caucus to brief legislators on health care access from the 

perspective of those “in the trenches,” particularly with regard to bringing health care access to 

homeless women. Her organization, Women of Means, is comprised of a team of volunteer doctors 

and nurses from major Boston teaching hospitals who provide free medical care throughout the 

Greater Boston area. 

Roundtable Discussion on Women’s Health Issues             

Boston University and the Caucus will co-host a round table discussion on women’s health and 

related policy issues. Legislative leaders and researchers from Boston Medical Center, Boston 

University School of Medicine, and Boston University School of Public Health engage in a dialogue 

about subjects such as health disparities, childhood hunger, HIV, addiction, depression, early 

childhood literacy, domestic violence, health advocacy, cancer, and heart disease. All participants will 

discuss what actions are being taken to effectively address these issues at the local, statewide, and 

national levels. 

Women Legislators Recognition and Reunion Event                

This Caucus event will honor former women legislators and showcase the portrait of Esther Andrews, 

the first woman to serve in the executive branch. She was a member of the Governor’s Council from 

1927 to 1934.  

Environmental Protection Agency Conference                         

Representative Lori Ehrlich (D-Marblehead) will speak about environmental initiatives in the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Upcoming Caucus Events 

Massachusetts Caucus of  Women Legislators 
Room 460, State House 
Boston, MA 02133-1053 

Contact Us: 
Joanne Muti 
Phone: (617) 722-2266 
E-mail: joanne.muti@mahouse.gov 

Don’t forget: the Women’s Caucus is on Facebook!  
Support us by liking our page at www.facebook.com and receive coverage of past events, 

photographs, information on the Caucus members, and upcoming caucus events.  

Massachusetts Caucus of  Women Legislators  
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