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Building Blocks for a Successful Criminal Prosecution 
 

Laying the Proper Foundation: best practices in claims handling & SIU investigation 
Rob Bodoni, SIU Regional Manager, MetLife & Kristie Croteau, Senior Claims Representative, MetLife 
The importance of quality claim handling, the identification of fraud indicators, and the proper referral to SIU will 
be discussed.  The presentation will include the necessary components of a quality SIU investigation and demon-
strate the importance of solid collaboration between claims and SIU throughout the process.  Finally, the necessary 
elements of compliance, which includes the timely referral to the Insurance Fraud Bureau, will be addressed. 
 

Auto Theft Issues: the facts and the myths 
Dennis Lyons, President, S.D. Lyons, Inc. 
New security systems emerging from the auto industry and diagnostic measures used today will be presented.  
Common assumptions and myths will also be addressed. 
 

Trace Analysis: a microscopic, chemical and instrumental examination of evidence 
Daniel J. Parkka, Principal Reconstructionist, Parkka Collision Consultants, Inc.  
Mr. Parkka will review and discuss trace evidence found on vehicles involved in “hit-while-parked” claims and 
explain how it is used to decipher what unknown material and/or vehicle made contact.  Additionally, there will 
be a brief overview of other types of evidence used to determine if a vehicle was parked or in motion when dam-
age occurred. 
 

The “Black Box” in Criminal Prosecutions 
William J. Melkonian, Essex County Assistant District Attorney; Supervisor of Motor Vehicle Offense 
Prosecutions; and Director of Training for the Essex County District Attorney’s Office  
The Event Data Recorder (EDR) has become an important tool in the investigation and prosecution of criminal 
motor vehicle offenses.  This presentation will discuss the law surrounding investigator access to boxes and their 
data, and their admissibility in the courtroom.  Examples from actual cases will be presented in order to demon-
strate the real-world application of the highlighted concepts.   

   

 
 

  

IFB Seminar on November 1, 2012 
Stolen and Hit-While-Parked 

The Latest Trends in Fraudulent Automobile Insurance Claims 

   

 
   

 
   

ee--focusfocusFraud     

LOCATION: Four Points by Sheraton Norwood 
   1125 Boston Providence Turnpike (Route 1), Norwood, MA 02062 
   (781) 769-7900   ~   www.fourpoints.com/Norwood 
     

PRICE:  $85.00 per person (includes continental breakfast & buffet lunch) 
   Late registration and registration at the door is $110.00.  Credit card payments cannot be  
   processed at the door. 
 

REGISTRATION:  Register on-line by credit card or mail with check payment.  On-line regis-
tration and mail-in registration form will be available on the IFB website at www.ifb.org beginning Sep-
tember 1, 2012.  To avoid late fee, registrations must be received no later than Friday, Oct. 26, 2012   
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Case Update – Canton Woman Guilty on Workers’ Compensation Charges 
Boston – On May 11, 2012, a Canton woman offered a guilty plea in Suffolk 
Superior Court to workers’ compensation fraud and perjury.  She was sen-
tenced to six months in the House of Correction, suspended for three years 
with probation, and ordered to pay $15,024 in restitution and a $1,000 fine.  
The woman filed a claim for workers’ compensation benefits in March 2004 
for an injury sustained while working for a cleaning company.  She began to 
collect partial incapacity benefits from CNA Insurance Company in Septem-
ber of that year.  Following her claim, the Canton woman continued to re-
port debilitating pain from her injuries and testified to the Department of 
Industrial Accidents in August 2005 that she had not returned to work since 
the incident.  However, investigation revealed the Canton woman worked 
for five separate employers while collecting benefits and actually filed a se-
cond claim for workers’ compensation benefits with Atlantic Charter Insur-
ance Company for injuries sustained while working as a nurse’s assistant in 
October 2005.  During the relevant time period, the woman collected over 
$15,000 in benefits.  The case was prosecuted by Assistant Attorney General 
Jennifer Adreani of Attorney General Martha Coakley’s Insurance and Un-
employment Fraud Division. 
 

Fall River Chiropractor Charged with Workers’ Compensation Fraud 
Fall River – A Fall River chiropractor was arraigned on April 18, 2012 on 
charges of workers’ compensation fraud and larceny.  The chiropractor re-
ported to his workers’ compensation carrier, Travelers Insurance Compa-
nies, that he had injured his left elbow on December 2, 2009 while treating a 
patient at his clinic.  He claimed that because of the injury he was unable to 
perform chiropractic manipulations on his patients which necessitated the 
need to hire another chiropractor to treat patients until his injury healed.  He 
stated, however, he would be able to perform billing paperwork and answer 
phones during his disability.   The chiropractor allegedly continued to treat 
patients at his clinic and billed for services rendered while continuing to re-
ceive workers’ compensation benefits and claiming to be totally disabled.   A 
prosecutor from the Office of the Bristol County District Attorney is prose-
cuting the case.   
 

Case Update – Electrical Contractor Double-Billed Disabled Man 
Brockton – A Brockton electrical contractor pleaded guilty to workers’ com-
pensation fraud and larceny on March 5, 2012.  He was sentenced to 90 days 
in the House of Correction, suspended for two years, and ordered to pay 
$8,466 in restitution.  The contractor began the installation of an electric gen-
erator at a Boxford residence in December 2008 and was paid $8,466 in ad-
vance for parts needed for the electrical work.  He then filed a work order 
claim for payment and received a second payment of $9,266 from Arrow-
point Capital for the same electric generator equipment and services.  The 
resident of the home is permanently disabled and his insurance company is 
required to pay for all medical care related expenses.  The case was prosecut-
ed by Assistant Attorney General Jessica Massey of the AG’s Insurance and 
Unemployment Fraud Division. 

Workers’ Compensation Fraud  

Other Lines Insurance Fraud…...…….………….page 3 
Automobile Insurance Fraud……….………...….page 3 
CIFI Highlights………………….…....…................page 4 

Also in this Issue of e-focusFraud 
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Worcester Man Charged with Submitting a False Health Care Claim 
Worcester - A Worcester man was arraigned on June 14, 2012 on charges of submitting a false health care claim 
and larceny.  On various dates between February 2, 2010 and November 10, 2010, the Worcester man allegedly 
used the identity of his brother-in-law, an insured of Harvard Pilgrim Health Care (HPHC), to secure medical 
and behavioral health services from numerous providers.   HPHC was billed approximately $16,730 and paid 
providers about $6,200 for services the man allegedly fraudulently obtained.  The case is being prosecuted by 
Worcester County Assistant District Attorney John O’Leary. 
 

Malden Chiropractor Charged with Tax Evasion 
Malden - Paul Jondle, former owner of a Malden chiropractic practice, was indicted in U.S. District Court on 
April 12, 2012 on multiple counts of tax evasion and impeding the Internal Revenue Service.  Jondle operated 
Future Health when he allegedly used the names and tax identification numbers of licensed chiropractors work-
ing at Future Health for billing purposes, causing the insurance company payors to report the payments to the 
IRS as income to Jondle’s subcontractors. In fact, the payments, mailed to Jondle and allegedly deposited into 
bank accounts that he controlled, were income to Jondle.  From 2003 through 2007, Jondle allegedly deposited 
more than $3 million of insurance company payments to his bank accounts, yet he reported no taxable income 
for those years, and paid no federal income taxes.  The case is being prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori 
J. Holik of United States Attorney Carmen Ortiz’s Economic Crimes Unit.  The case is being investigated by the 
Internal Revenue Service, the U.S. Postal Inspection Service, the Office of the Inspector General, U.S. Social Secu-
rity Administration and the IFB. 

Other Lines Insurance Fraud  

East Brookfield Man Reports Alleged Phony Claim 
East Brookfield – An East Brookfield man was arraigned on June 15, 2012 on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud and larceny in Worcester District Court.  The man reported to Hanover Insurance Company that while 
operating his mother’s 2004 Pontiac Grand Prix on July 7, 2008 he was allegedly hit by an unknown vehicle and 
run off the road into a tree. He claimed and treated for alleged injuries sustained in the accident. Investigation 
revealed, however, that the man was not hit by another vehicle but was speeding around a sharp curve and lost 
control of the vehicle when he and a friend were allegedly fleeing the scene of a vehicle break-in.  The East 
Brookfield man was charged with breaking into the parked vehicle and paid restitution to the vehicle owner for 
the damage to the vehicle. However, he then submitted a claim for an alleged hit-and-run accident and subse-
quently collected approximately $13,200 for uninsured motorist and personal injury protection claims.  The case 
is being prosecuted by Worcester County Assistant District Attorney John O’Leary. 
 

Salem Man Alleges Hit-and-Run Damage 
Salem – On April 24, 2012 complaints were issued in Lynn District Court against a Salem man on charges of mo-
tor vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  The man reported to Plymouth Rock Assurance Cor-
poration that on June 1, 2009 he allegedly parked his 2008 BMW on a street near a friend’s home where it was hit 
by an unknown vehicle and sustained extensive front end damage.  A forensic examination of the BMW con-
cluded the damage occurred when the vehicle was in motion and hit a tree or telephone pole.  The Salem man 
allegedly admitted that he falsified the claim and that he had hit a tree while operating the BMW.  The case is 
being prosecuted by Essex County Assistant District Attorney Jeffrey Wood. 
 

Alleged Phony Theft Reported in Haverhill 
Haverhill - A Haverhill man was arraigned on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and intimidation of a 
witness on May 1, 2012 in Haverhill District Court.  The man’s girlfriend reported to Amica Insurance Company 
the alleged theft of her 2007 Toyota Camry from in front of her home on September 7, 2008.  The Haverhill man 
stated he allegedly witnessed the theft of the Toyota after his girlfriend briefly left the car running to go into her 
apartment.  The girlfriend allegedly admitted that the Haverhill man was operating the vehicle the previous 
evening when he was involved in a collision.  She also alleged that he assaulted her and made continuous 
threats against her to force her to report the Toyota as stolen.  The case is being prosecuted by Essex County As-
sistant District Attorney Ashlee Logan. 
 
 

Automobile Insurance Fraud  
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights  

Boston CIFI 
 

South Boston - Salvatore Lombardo pleaded guilty on May 3, 2012 to motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempt to 
commit a crime and false report of a crime. He was sentenced to serve six months in the House of Correction. 
Lombardo reported to Plymouth Rock Assurance Corporation that on December 16, 2008 his 1993 Cadillac Se-
ville was struck by a black Ford Bronco that fishtailed on ice, struck the Cadillac, and then fled the accident sce-
ne.  Lombardo and a passenger alleged injuries sustained from the collision but an expert examination of the 
vehicle determined that the damage to the Cadillac was not consistent with contact from another vehicle, espe-
cially an SUV, as claimed. The case against the passenger was previously continued without a finding.  
 

Boston - The case against a Malden man was continued without a finding for one year on April 26, 2012.  He was 
ordered to pay $1,500 restitution.  His father was placed on pre-trial probation for six months.  Both had been 
charged with motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  The Malden man reported to Ar-
bella Mutual Insurance Company that on November 26, 2009 his father was operating the son’s 2004 Infiniti G35 
when he was rear-ended while stopped at a red light.  The son claimed he was a front seat passenger at the time 
of the accident and both father and son treated for alleged injuries.  The operator of the other vehicle admitted 
that he struck the rear of the Infiniti but observed only one young male in the vehicle.  Father and son admitted 
that only the son was in the vehicle at the time of the accident. 
 

Jamaica Plain – A former Jamaica Plain man was charged with motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to 
commit a crime on May 2, 2012.  The man reported to Commerce Insurance Company that his 2008 Cadillac DTS 
was parked in front of his residence between October 27, 2009 and October 28, 2009 when it was struck in the 
rear by an unknown vehicle and damaged.  Damages were estimated at approximately $20,724. A forensic ex-
amination of the vehicle determined the Cadillac had a Crash Data Retrieval system (CDR) and information re-
trieved indicated the Cadillac was moving at approximately 14 miles per hour when it was struck in the right 
rear causing the damage.  
 

The Boston task force is assisted by Boston Police Det. Steven Blair.  Community Insurance Fraud Initiative (CIFI) cases 
are prosecuted by the Offices of Suffolk County District Attorney Daniel F. Conley and Attorney General Martha Coakley’s 
Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
 

Brockton CIFI 
 

Complaints were issued on March 27, 2012 against a Whitman man on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud, 
attempt to commit a crime and false report of a motor vehicle theft.  The man reported to Plymouth Police and 
Travelers Insurance Companies the alleged theft of his 2005 Saturn Ion on May 28, 2009.  He claimed that he 
parked the vehicle, took a walk, had lunch and upon return to his vehicle discovered it missing.  The vehicle 
was recovered in Boston on June 4, 2009 with minor damage and missing hubcaps.  However, the vehicle was 
equipped with a Pass-Lock theft deterrent system which was fully operational and required the correct key to be 
moved.  The man stated that the vehicle was locked and he was in possession of all keys to the Saturn.   
 

Complaints were issued on March 15, 2012 against a Brockton man on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud 
and attempt to commit a crime.  On October 16, 2011 the man reported to Commerce Insurance Company that 
his 2004 Honda CBRR1000 motorcycle was hit and damaged while parked.  Investigation revealed that the mo-
torcycle had been involved in an August 5, 2010 accident.  A comparison of photographs of the August 2010 
damages and the alleged current damages were identical.  The Brockton man claimed that the motorcycle had 
been repaired after the previous accident.    
 

Brockton CIFI cases are prosecuted by the Office of Plymouth County District Attorney Timothy Cruz. 
 

Chelsea CIFI 
 

On April 26, 2012 a former Chelsea man was placed on pre-trial probation for six months on charges of motor 
vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  The Chelsea man reported to Pilgrim Insurance Compa-
ny that his 2002 BMW was allegedly parked and unattended when it was struck and damaged by an unknown 
vehicle on May 17, 2011.  Investigation revealed that a damage claim for the BMW was reported two months 

(Continued on page 5) 



       5                                                                                 focusFraud                                                                     June 2012 

           

 

prior by a previous owner.  An accident reconstruction determined that the damage claimed as occurring on 
May 17, 2011 was identical to the previous damages.  The Chelsea man admitted that he bought the BMW with 
pre-existing damages and made a false claim in order to get the vehicle repaired.   
 

The Chelsea task force is assisted by Chelsea Police Officer Roger DiGaetano.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Suffolk County 
Assistant District Attorney Nicholas Brandt. 
 

Lawrence CIFI 
 

A Lawrence man admitted to sufficient facts on May 10, 2012 on a charge of motor vehicle insurance fraud. The 
case was continued without a finding for one year and he was ordered to pay $5,591 in restitution. The Law-
rence man was determined to be a jump-in claimant to a March 8, 2009 motor vehicle accident.  Furthermore, a 
forensic examination of the involved vehicles determined that the impact was minor and insufficient to cause 
the alleged injuries reported.   Plymouth Rock and Pilgrim Insurance Companies insured the involved vehicles. 
 

On May 15, 2012 a Lawrence man admitted to sufficient facts on a charge of motor vehicle insurance fraud. The 
case was continued without a finding for 18 months and he was ordered to pay $675 in restitution. The man re-
ported alleged hit-and-run damage to his girlfriend’s parked 2009 Toyota Camry on June 8, 2010 to MetLife Au-
to & Home.  A forensic examination of the vehicle determined the damage was not consistent with a hit-while-
parked accident but was consistent with the vehicle striking a fixed object while in motion. Additionally, the 
headlight had hot shock damage which only occurs when the headlight is on. The Lawrence man admitted that 
the damage to the vehicle did not occur as he reported.  
 

Wanda Jaquez was charged with motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempt to commit a crime, larceny by false 
pretense and false report of a motor vehicle theft on April 20, 2012.  Jaquez reported to Plymouth Rock Assur-
ance Corporation the alleged November 11, 2009 theft of her 2002 Lincoln LS from in front of her residence.  The 
Lincoln was recovered the next day.  A forensic examination of the vehicle determined that there were no signs 
of forced entry, the vehicle could only have been operated with the properly coded transponder key and the en-
gine had sustained a catastrophic engine failure due to a prior engine oil leak.  Jaquez stated that the doors were 
locked, she had possession of both keys to the vehicle and that the vehicle and engine were in excellent condi-
tion prior to the alleged theft. 
  

The Lawrence CIFI task force is assisted by detectives from the Lawrence Police Department.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by 
Essex County Assistant District Attorneys James Gubitose, Greg Friedholm and Lindsay Nason and Assistant Attorney 
General William Freeman of Attorney General Martha Coakley’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
 

Lowell CIFI 
 

On May 3, 2012 Brian Johnson, Joseph Nelson and Eric Higgins were arraigned on multiple counts of insur-
ance fraud-related charges.  On December 14, 2009, Johnson reported the alleged theft of his 1998 Chevrolet Sil-
verado pickup to police and Commerce Insurance Company.  He stated at the time of the alleged theft that he 
was in possession of all keys to the vehicle.  Johnson received approximately $10,178 in payment on his theft 
claim.  On June 22, 2010, police stopped what they thought was a 1990 GMC pickup operated by Nelson but 
which was soon determined to be the 1998 Chevrolet Silverado which had been reported stolen by Johnson.  
Nelson was arrested and charged with receiving stolen property and altering a vehicle identification number.  In 
an interview with police after the recovery of the Silverado, Johnson noted his stolen vehicle had been painted.  
He also stated he did not know Nelson or Higgins.  Nelson informed police that his uncle, Higgins, allegedly 
contacted him in December 2009 and asked if he wanted to make some money getting rid of a truck for Johnson.  
According to Nelson, Johnson allegedly left the unlocked Silverado behind Johnson’s place of employment with 
a key left inside, as well as $300 payment to Nelson for getting rid of the vehicle.  However, instead of getting 
rid of the Silverado, Nelson allegedly decided to keep and alter the vehicle.  He painted the Silverado, removed 
the VIN and glued a VIN from another vehicle to it.  Furthermore, investigation revealed that there was a series 
of phone calls between the three men immediately before and after the reported theft.    
 

The Lowell task force is assisted by area police departments.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Middlesex County Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Elisha Willis.   
 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights continued 
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights continued 

Lynn CIFI 
 

On April 5, 2012 complaints were issued against Tonya Harris on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and 
attempt to commit a crime.  On July 1, 2011, Harris was involved in a one car accident when the vehicle she was 
operating struck a parked vehicle.  The accident was witnessed by several bystanders who confirmed that Harris 
was the operator of the vehicle.  The first responders to the scene of the accident, including police, EMTs and 
firemen, also identified Harris as the person involved in the accident.  Although Harris initially refused to iden-
tify herself at the scene, she was identified by her driver’s license photo and subsequently confirmed her name 
and that she was the owner of the vehicle which she authorized to be towed from the scene.  Harris was trans-
ported by ambulance to a local hospital but left before she was treated.  On July 12, 2011, Harris reported to po-
lice the alleged June 24, 2011 theft of her vehicle.  When informed by police that she had been involved in an ac-
cident on July 1, 2011 and had authorized the vehicle to be towed, Harris denied being in an accident.  Harris 
alleged she had been on vacation from June 24 through July 12 and not until her return did she discover the ve-
hicle missing.  Harris also reported the alleged theft to her insurance carrier, MetLife Auto & Home.   
 

The Lynn task force is assisted by Lynn Police Officer Robert LeBlanc.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Essex County Assis-
tant District Attorney Geoffrey Wood. 
   
Randolph CIFI 
 

On May 25, 2012, a Billerica woman was placed on pre-trial probation for 18 months on charges of motor vehicle 
insurance fraud and attempt to commit a crime. On February 4, 2010 the woman reported to MetLife Auto & 
Home that her 2000 Honda Accord had allegedly been damaged when hit-while-parked.  An accident recon-
struction concluded damages to the Honda were from two separate incidents and neither incident was con-
sistent with a hit-while-parked scenario but occurred when the vehicle was in motion and came into contact 
with rigid objects with abrasive characteristics.  
 

Complaints were issued on March 21, 2012 against a Randolph man on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud, attempt to commit a crime, false report of a crime and false report of a motor vehicle theft.  The man re-
ported to Travelers Insurance Companies the alleged theft of his 1997 Acura Integra on September 4, 2007.  The 
vehicle was recovered the next day completely burnt.  A forensic examination of the recovered vehicle deter-
mined that the vehicle engine had extensive internal damage prior to the report of theft and that attempts to fix 
the engine further damaged the engine.  The Randolph man claimed the vehicle was in excellent condition prior 
to the alleged theft and that he was in possession of all keys to the vehicle.  However, when confronted with the 
evidence, the man allegedly admitted that the vehicle was experiencing engine problems and that he staged the 
phony theft to submit a false claim.   
 

On March 20, 2012 complaints were issued against a Brockton woman on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud and larceny. The woman reported to Travelers Insurance Companies that on September 21, 2007 she alleg-
edly had been involved in a single motor vehicle accident while operating her 2003 Toyota Camry. The woman 
claimed that she was attempting to avoid hitting a deer when she swerved her vehicle off the road and resulted 
in damage to the windshield, front bumper, headlights and hood.  The vehicle was deemed a total loss and the 
woman was paid approximately $10,446 for the loss.  Subsequent to the payout, Travelers was notified that the 
woman's 2003 Toyota Camry had been involved in a two vehicle accident on September 22, 2007 when it 
swerved into another lane, rear-ended a 1999 Toyota Avalon and fled the scene. The Toyota was stopped by po-
lice and a male operator, the woman's boyfriend, was cited for leaving the scene of an accident as well as other 
charges. The Brockton woman did not report the second incident involving her vehicle to Travelers because she 
alleged that she had not seen her vehicle after the September 21 accident and was unaware that her boyfriend 
had used the vehicle and had been involved in the September 22 incident.   
 

The Randolph task force is assisted by Randolph Police Det. Sgt. David Avery and Lt. Melissa McCormack and Quincy 
Police Det. Jason MacIsaac.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by the Office of Norfolk County District Attorney Michael Morris-
sey.  
 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights continued 

Revere CIFI 
 

A Revere woman was placed on pre-trial probation for one year on April 26, 2012 on a charge of attempt to com-
mit a crime.  The woman reported to Hanover Insurance Company that her 2007 Honda Accord was parked and 
unattended on January 15, 2010 when it was struck and damaged on the driver’s side by an unknown vehicle.  A 
forensic examination of the Honda determined the damages were not a result of a hit-and-run accident but that 
the Honda was in motion when it struck a rough-surfaced fixed object.   
 

On March 21, 2012 a Lynnfield man was arraigned on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to 
commit a crime.  The man reported to Plymouth Rock Assurance Corporation that on June 1, 2010 he was oper-
ating his father’s 2005 GMC Yukon when he rear-ended another vehicle which resulted in another vehicle alleg-
edly striking the rear of the GMC.  The Lynnfield man reported this third vehicle fled the scene of the accident.  
An accident reconstruction determined that the damages to the rear of the GMC were not the result of contact 
with another vehicle but the GMC was in motion when it backed into a vertical fixed object.  The man allegedly 
admitted that he falsified the claim and that the damages to the rear of the GMC occurred when he accidently 
backed the vehicle into a pole prior to the June 1, 2010 accident.   
 

On March 19, 2012 a Revere man was arraigned on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and false report of 
a crime.  The man reported to Norfolk & Dedham Mutual Insurance Company the alleged vandalism of his 1996 
Land Rover on May 2, 2010.  He claimed the vehicle was parked and unattended when the interior door panels, 
stereo and three seats were removed as well as damages inflicted to the interior roof liner.  An expert examina-
tion of the vehicle determined that the vehicle had a rejected inspection sticker, the check engine light was illu-
minated and other engine problems were detected.  The Revere man allegedly admitted that he falsified the van-
dalism claim.   
 

The Revere task force is assisted by Revere Police Det. Sgt. Steven Pisano.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Suffolk County 
Assistant District Attorney Nicholas Brandt. 
 

Springfield/Holyoke CIFI 
 

On May 30, 2012 complaints were issued against a Springfield woman on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud and attempt to commit a crime. On September 28, 2011 police responded to a call of a report of malicious 
damage to a vehicle and assault by means of a dangerous weapon. The Springfield woman reported to police 
that as she was exiting her parked 1997 Toyota Camry she saw her ex-boyfriend heading toward her vehicle 
head-on.  She stated she was able to jump out of the way just as her ex-boyfriend hit the door and which caused 
damage to the Toyota.  Subsequent to this incident, the Springfield woman added collision and comprehensive 
coverage to her GEICO automobile policy. Then on October 18, 2011 she allegedly reported that an unidentified 
vehicle struck her vehicle on the driver's side and fled the scene. She provided GEICO a copy of the police report 
with an alleged altered date of October 18, 2011 rather than the September 28, 2011 date of the incident. 
 

On April 20, 2012 complaints were issued against a Springfield man on two counts of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud, one count of attempt to commit a crime and one count of larceny.  He reported to Plymouth Rock Assur-
ance Corporation that on September 26, 2011, after parking his 2000 Toyota Celica to attend the Eastern States 
Exposition, he returned to find it missing.  The vehicle was recovered the next day with extensive vandalism 
damage.  The Springfield man stated the vehicle was in good mechanical condition prior to the alleged theft; 
however, a forensic examination of the vehicle determined that the vehicle had pre-existing damage, heavy van-
dalism was inflicted upon the vehicle, and the damage to the ignition, steering column and anti-theft system 
was inflicted after the vehicle had been moved.  The Springfield man stated the doors were locked and no keys 
were left in the vehicle.  Additionally, the man listed the primary garaging location of the Toyota as Granby ra-
ther than Springfield thus avoiding approximately $2,193 in premiums over a two year period.   
 

On April 20, 2012 a West Springfield man was arraigned in Hampden Superior Court on a charge of burning to 
defraud an insurance company.  The man reported the alleged theft of his 2000 Chevrolet van to police on 
March 15, 2011.  He stated the van was parked near a bar and it was missing when he returned.  That same 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights continued 

evening, the fire department responded to a vehicle fire; it was determined the vehicle was the man’s van.  A 
surveillance tape shows the van and another vehicle heading in the direction of the recovery site and a short 
time later only the other vehicle leaving the area.  An expert examination of the burnt van determined the fire 
was deliberately set and that the vehicle could only have been driven to the recovery site with the proper key.  
The West Springfield man stated the vehicle had been locked and he was in possession of all keys.  Arbella Mu-
tual Insurance Company insured the Chevrolet. 
 

On April 4, 2012, Christopher Siok pleaded guilty to two counts of removing or concealing a motor vehicle to 
defraud an insurer and one count each motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempt to commit a crime, false report of 
a crime, false report of a motor vehicle theft and conspiracy.  He was sentenced to two years in the House of 
Correction, suspended for two years with probation.  He was ordered to pay $1,000 in restitution.  Siok reported 
the alleged theft of his 2005 Ford F550 dump truck and a 2000 Woodsman Chipper/Trailer to police and Pilgrim 
Insurance Company on February 28, 2009.  Siok reported that three chainsaws and a small safe containing ap-
proximately $8,000 were also in the Ford at the time of the alleged theft.  Police subsequently received an anony-
mous tip that the alleged stolen chipper/trailer was located behind a garage owned by another individual who 
later admitted that Siok dropped off the chipper/trailer to the individual’s property approximately two weeks 
before the report of the alleged theft.  Siok stated that he forgot that he had lent the chipper/trailer to the other 
individual at the time he made the report of the alleged theft.   
 

The Springfield/Holyoke task force is assisted by area police departments.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Hampden County 
Assistant District Attorney James Forsyth, Berkshire County Assistant District Attorney Gregory Barry and Franklin 
County First Assistant District Attorney Steve Gagne. 
 

Worcester CIFI 
 

On April 26, 2012 a Worcester man pleaded guilty to larceny.  He was placed on probation for one year and or-
dered to pay $8,265 in restitution.  He admitted to sufficient facts on a charge of motor vehicle insurance fraud 
which was continued without a finding for one year.  The man reported the alleged theft of his 1999 BMW 323I 
from his Worcester place of business to police and Pilgrim Insurance Company on November 20, 2006.  He was 
subsequently paid approximately $8,265 for the theft loss.  Investigation included a title check of the vehicle 
which determined a Georgia title had been issued for the vehicle approximately two months prior to the alleged 
theft and a physical inspection, including odometer reading, had been conducted at that time.  Furthermore, 
Georgia Department of Motor Vehicles documents show that the 1991 BMW had been purchased on November 
15, 2006 by a car rental company for the purpose of re-sale of the vehicle.  The vehicle was in the car rental’s pos-
session from the date of purchase to the date of re-sale 15 days later.  During that time the vehicle traveled only 
271 miles and could not have been in Massachusetts as claimed by the Worcester man.   
 

On March 23, 2012 a Sutton man was arraigned on a charge of making a false report of a motor vehicle theft. The 
Sutton man reported the alleged theft of his 2008 Chevrolet Silverado to police on October 7, 2011; days after the 
vehicle had been recovered burning on October 2, 2011. However, he stated to police and Commerce Insurance 
Company that he last operated and saw his vehicle on October 6. The vehicle had been so badly burned that it 
took several weeks to identify the recovered vehicle as the Sutton man’s Silverado.   
 

Complaints were issued on April 20, 2012 against a Fitchburg man on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud, 
attempt to commit a crime and false report of a motor vehicle theft.  The man reported to police and Commerce 
Insurance Company the alleged theft of his 2000 Subaru Legacy on March 15, 2009.  The vehicle was recovered 
burnt the same day of the theft report.  A forensic examination of the Subaru determined there was a key in the 
ignition lock cylinder which was the correct key to the vehicle and used to move the vehicle to the recovery site.  
The Fitchburg man accounted for all keys to the vehicle, stated that there were no keys left in the Subaru and 
that the vehicle was locked.   
 

The Worcester task force is assisted by Worcester Police Det. Scott Blakeney and other area police departments.  CIFI cases 
are prosecuted by Worcester County Assistant District Attorney John O’Leary. 
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